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The IELTS Academic Reading Module 


The Reading Test in the IELTS exam lasts for 60 minutes. 


The test contains three reading passages, which may include pictures, graphs, tables or diagrams. The reading passages 
are of different length, ranging from approximately 500 to 1,000 words. The total for the three passages is between 
1,500 and 2,500 words, Each reading passage has several different types of questions, which may be printed either 
before or after the passage. Often the texts and the questions become more difficult as you read from Passage 1 to 3. 


Reading Instructions 


You should always read the instructions for each section in the reading test. The word limit, for example, in a sentence 
completion exercise may vary from exercise to exercise. In a heading matching exercise, you may be able to use 
headings more than once. So be careful! 


Timing 


Candidates often achieve a lower score than expected in this component of the IELTS exam, because they spend too 
much time on some sections and do not finish the test. It is very important to attempt to finish the test. You will not have 
time to read and enjoy the passages; instead, you should learn to work out what the question you are doing requires and 
find each answer as quickly as possible. 


For many students timing is a problem. They find it difficult to leave a question that they cannot answer. This is 


understandable, but in the IELTS it is disastrous. While you are not answering a difficult question you could be answering 
two or three, or even more, easier ones. Then you can come back to those you have left blank afterwards. 


Topics 
The reading passage topics vary, but are all of an academic nature. Candidates sometimes panic when they are faced 
with a reading passage on a subject about which they know nothing at all. It is important to remember that the answers 


to all of the questions are in the text itself. You do not need any knowledge of the topic to be able to answer the 
questions. The test is designed to test your reading comprehension skills, not your knowledge of any particular subject. 


Answer sheets 
You must complete the answer sheet within 60 minutes. You will not have extra time to transfer your answers from the 


question paper to your answer sheet. Candidates often think that, because they have time to transfer their answers in the 
listening section, the same thing happens in the reading section. It does not. 


Question type 


You may have to answer any of the following question types: 


Matching the two parts of split sentences 


In this type of exercise, you are asked to match the two parts of split sentences. The main point here is that the 
completed sentence summarises the information in the reading passage. The sentence will most likely be a paraphrase 
of the text, so you will have to look for synonyms of the statement in the exercise. 


Make sure the grammar of the two parts fits. 


ir rare ——  ———— ——-———-ө Ж .өЄ—— 
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Students find this type of question difficult. Here are some specific hints to help you: 


Read the whole statement carefully before you make a decision. 
@ Look at the information in the whole statement, not part of it. For example, in the following 
^ 
in the exercise statement is Yes as regards the text. 


the information given 


Text: There was a rapid increase in motorbike sales over the period. 
Exercise: (Motorbike sales rose over the period. 


Note that the text gives more information than is being asked about in the exercise. The exercise is just checking about 
whether the motorbike sales increased. 


Make sure you use the question to analyse the text and not vice versa. Look at the following: 


Text: Motorbike sales rose over the period. ` 
Exercise: There was a rapid increase in motorbike sales. 


You can now see that the answer is Not Given. We do not know what the rate of increase was! 
@ Make sure you understand the three types of contradiction. Look at the following: 


Text: There was a rapid increase in motorbike sales over the period. 
Exercise: Motorbike sales did not rise rapidly over the period. 


The answer here is obviously No. The contradiction in the negative is clear. 


Now look at the following: ] 


| Text: There was a rapid increase in motorbike sales over the period. 
Exercise: Motorbike sales rose slowly over the period. 


In this case you can see that the answer is No. The word s/owly contradicts the word rapid. 
There is, however, another type of contradiction, which students quite often confuse with Not Given. 


Text: Two types of earthworms were used to create a soil structure 
Exercise: There were three types of worm used in creating a soil structure. , 


The answer is obviously No. The information about the number of worms is given clearly in the text, but the 
number in the exercise is different. Even though they are not opposites, they still contradict each other! 


Gap-filling exercises 
| There are basically two types of gap-filling exercise: 


-a summary of the text or part of the text with a number of blank spaces, which you complete with a word or phrase 


| from a word list. 
a summary with a number of blank spaces without a word list, which you complete with words or phrases from the 


j reading passage. 


There are different techniques for doing this type of exercise and you may have some of your own which suit you very 
well. One simple aid is to read the summary through quickly to get the overall idea of the text. Then think of what kind 
of word you need for each blank space: an adjective, a noun, a verb, etc. 
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the skeletal anatomy of lizards and dinosaurs have led scientists to place these groups of animals into two different 
superorders: Lepidosauria, or lepidosaurs, and Archosauria, or archosaurs, 


Can you work out what type of paragraph this is? If this is the opening paragraph of a reading passage, what type of 
article do you think it is going to be? Look at the words in bold; they should help you. 


Here is another example: 


Reflexology is a treatment which was introduced to the West about 100 years ago, although it was practised in ancient 
Egypt, India and east Asia. It involves gently focused pressure on the feet to both diagnose and treat illness. A reflexologist 
may detect imbalances in the body on an energetic level through detecting tiny crystals on the feet. Treating these 
points can result in the release of blockages in other parts of -he body. It has been found to be an especially useful 
treatment for sinus and upper respiratory tract conditions and poor lymphatic and cardiovascular circulation. Anecdotal 
evidence from various practitioners suggests it can also be effective in treating migraine, hormonal imbalances, digestive, 
circulatory and back problems. 


How many times have you read paragraphs similar to this one? You may not have read any paragraphs which have 
exactly the same overall structure, but you will have read similar types. 


It is not the purpose of this publication to set out all the different types of paragraphs. You can, however, learn to 
recognise different paragraph types yourself. 


Q Learn as much as you can about how the information in a paragraph is held together. When you are being taught 
how to write an essay, this is what you are being taught to do. For more information see a book on writing by Sam 
McCarter and the reading exercises in A book for IELTS by McCarter, Easton & Ash. 


Matching information to paragraphs 


This type of exercise is a variation of the previous exercise type. The exercise asks you to decide why the writer wrote 
the paragraphs. This, in effect, is part of the process of working out the heading for a paragraph! See above under 
Matching paragraph headings. 
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. Lifting barp 


Voges > 
хей «лад 


D. The truly creative тіпа is often seen as totally free and unfettered. But а better image is of a 


mind, which can be free when it wants, and one that recognises that rules and regulations are 
parameters, or barriers, to be raised and dropped again at will. An example of how the human 
mind can be trained to be creative might help here. People's minds are just like tense muscles 
that need to be freed up and the potential unlocked. One strategy is to erect artificial barriers or 


> hurdles in solving a problem. As a form of stimulation, the participants in the task can be 


forbidden to use particular solutions or to follow certain lines of thought to solve a problem. in 
this way they are obliged to explore unfamiliar territory, which may lead to some startling 
discoveries. Unfortunately, We difficulty in this exercise, and with ET itself, is convincing 
people that creation is possible, Shrouded as it is in so much myth and legend. There is also an 
element of fear involved, however subliminal, as deviating from the safety of one's own thought 
patterns is very much akin to madness. But, open Pandora's box, and a whole new world 
unfolds before your very eyes. Ex | 


arriers into place also plays a major part in helping the mind to control ideas rather than 
letting té ‘collide at random. Parameters act as containers for ideas, and thus help the mind 
to fix on them. When the mind is thinking laterally, and two ideas from different areas of the 
brain come or are brought together, they form a new idea, just like atoms floating around and 
then forming a molecule. Once the idea has been formed, it needs to be contained or it will fly 
away, So fleeting is its passage. The mind needs to hold it in place for a time so that it can 
recognise it or call on it again. And then the parameters can act as channels along which the 
ideas can flow, developing and expanding. When the mind has brought the idea to fruition by 
thinking it through to its final conclusion, the parameters can be brought down and the idea 
allowed to float off and come in contact with other ideas. 


Questions 6—10 


Choose the appropriate letters A~D and write them in Boxes 6-10 on your answer sheet. 


6. According to the writer, creative people ... 9. Advancing technology ... 
A are usually born with their talents CA) holas creativity in check 
B are born with their talents B improves creativity 
(Care not born with their talents C enhances creativity 
D are geniuses D is atyranny 
7. According to the writer, creativity is... 10. According to the author, creativity ... 
A a gift from God or nature A is common 
B an automatic response B is increasingly common 
© difficult for many people to achieve is becoming rarer and rarer 
D a well-trodden path ` (Dhs a rare commodity 


According to the writer, ... 


A the human race's fight to live is becoming atyranny 
B the human brain is blocked with cholesterol 
C the human race is now circumscribed by talents 
‘(Dy the human race's fight to survive stifles creative 
ability 
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Reading Passage 2 


You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 16-30, which are based on Reading Passage 2 below. 


LOCKED DOORS, OPEN ACCESS 


The word, “security”, has both positive and negative 


connotations. Most of ugy would say that we crave, J if 


security for all its positive lues, both physical and 
psychological-its ideation of the safety of home, 
of undying love, or of freedom from need. More 


negatively, the word nowadays conjures up images, $^" 


of that huge industry which has developed to protect 
individuals and property from invasion by 

“outsiders”, ostensibly malicious and intent on theft 
or wilful damage. PES POH p 


Increasingly, because they are situated in urban areas 


m of escalating crime, those buildings which used to 


allow free access to employees and other users 
(buildings such as offices, schools, colleges or 
hospitals) now do not. Entry areas which in another 
age were called "Reception" are now manned by 
security staff. Receptionists, whose task it was to 
receive visitors and to make them welcome before 
passing them on to the person they had come to see, 
have been replaced by those whose task it is to bar 
entry to the unauthorized, the unwanted or the plain 
unappealing. 209 LAA 5 

Inside, these buildings are divided into “secure 


zones” which often have al the trappings of 
combination locks and “búrglar alarms. These, 


еу ра entry to the uninitiated, hinder“ * 


for user access. Within the spaces created by these 
zones, individual rooms are themselves under lock 
and key, which is a particular problem when it means 
that working space becomes compartmentalized. 


To combat the consequent difficulty of access to 
people at a physical level, we have now developed 
technological access. Computers sit on every desk 
and are linked to one another, and in many cases to 
an external universe of other computers, so that 
messages can be passed to and fro. Here too security 
piar a pae since we must not be allowed access to 


individuals goes from desk to desk and cannot be 
accessed by colleagues. Library catalogues can be 
searched from one’s desk. Papers can be delivered 
to, and received from, other people at the press of a 
button. 

And yet it seems that, just as work is isolating 
individuals more and more, organizations are 
recognizing the advantages of “team-work”; perhaps 
in order to encourage employees to talk to one 


А blurring of public and private can be exploited. byte à 


another again. Yet, how can groups work in teams 
if the possibilities for communication are reduced? 
How can they work together if e-mail provides a 
convenient electronic shield behind which the, 


the less ; scrupulous? If voice-mail walls up messages 
behind a password? If I can't leave a message on 
my colleague’s desk because his office is locked? 

Team-work conceals the fact that another kind of 
security, “job security”, is almost always not on offer. 
Just as organizations now recognize three kinds of 


physical resources: those they buy, those they lease , a 


long-term and those they rent short-term-so it is with 
their human resources. Some employees have 
permanent contracts, some have short-term 
contracts, and some are regarded simply as casual 
labour. 


Telecommunication systems offer us the direct line, 
which means that individuals can be contacted 
without the caller having to talk to anyone else. 
Voice-mail and the answer-phone mean that 
individuals can communicate without ever actually 
talking to one another. If we are unfortunate enough 
to contact an organization with a sophisticated touch- 
tone dialling system, we can buy things and pay for 
them without ever speaking to a human being. 

To combat this closing in on ourselves we have the 
Internet, which opens out communication channels 
more widely than anyone could possibly want or 
need. An individual's electronic presence on the 
internet is known as the “Home Page"-suggesting 


the safety and security of an electronic hearth. An... 


elaborate system of 3-dimensional graphics 
distinguishes this very 2-dimensional medium of 
“web sites”. The nomenclature itself creates the 
illusion of a geographical entity, that the person 
sitting before the computer is travelling, when in 
fact the “site” is coming to him. “Addresses” of 
one kind or another move to the individual, rather 
than the individual moving between them, now that 
location is no longer geographical. 

An example of this is the mobile phone. I am now 
not available either at home or at work, but wherever 
I take my mobile phone. Yet, even now, we cannot 
escape the security of wanting to‘ "locate" the person 
at the other end. It is no cc nce that almost 
everyone we see answering or initiating a mobile 
phone-call in public begins by saying where he or 
she is. 


e M —— 
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Answer: physical 


“The robiem of. physical access tó buildings has n now bei by technology, enem are 


sent between. 21____, with passwords not allowing. in 


22: to féad someone else's messages. 
But, while individuals are becoming а ёк 123. - socially by the Way they do their job. at 
Ше samet tíme more value is being puton - Ml However, e: mail and voice-mail have led to a 
i 23 opportunities for person-to-person communication, An tha fact that job- “security is 
generally not available nowadays i is hidden é the very concept f ў 


now чораю in: 27 2 physical ones. 


ROMANE DIR ANR ER NEM 


Word List 

just the same way as "f computer cut-off 23 
reducing of computers 24 overcame 
decrease in 2% combat isolating 
team-work 24 26 developed physical 
similar other people 24 

no different from solved Zo 

Questions 28-30 


Complete the sentences below. Use NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each answer. 
Write your answers in Boxes 28 ~ 30 on your answer sheet. 


28. The writer does not Шке, 


29. An individual’s Home Page indicates their on the Internet. 


30. Devices like mobile phones mean that location is 
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and valued through social norms. French cuisine and ‘going down the pub’ are strange bedfellows but 
bedfellows nevertheless. i 


How homogenous is national cuisine? 
vibes! 
Like language, cuisine is not a static entity and whilst its fundamental character,is unlikely to change in the 


short run it may evolve in different directions. Just as in a language there are dialects so ina cuisine there are 
variations. The two principal sources of diversity are the physical geography of the country and its social 
diversity. : 


The geographical dimensions work through agriculture to particularise and to limit locally produced 
ingredients, Ethnic diversity in the population works through the role of cuisine in social identity to create 
ethnically distinct cuisines which may not converge into a national cuisine. This raises the question of how 
far a national cuisine is related to to pational borders. To an ethnic group their cuisine is national. The greater 
the division of a society into classes, castes and status groups with their attendant ethnocentric properties, of 
which cuisine is a part, then the greater will be the diversity of the cuisines. 


However, there is a case for convergence. Both these principal sources of diversity are, to an extent, influenced 
by the strength of their boundaries and the willingness of society to erode them. It is a question of isolation 
and integration. Efficient transport and the application of chemistry can alter agricultural boundaries to 
make a wider range of foods available to a cuisine. Similarly, political and social integration can erode 
ethnic boundaries However, all these arguments mean nothing if the cuisine is not embedded in social 
culture. Riley argues that when a cuisine is not embedded in social culture it is susceptible to novelty and 
invasion by other cuisines. wy 


Questions 31-36 


Choose one phrase (А-К) from the List of phrases to complete each Key point below. Write the appropriate letters 
(A-K) in Boxes 31-36 on your answer sheet. 


The information in the completed sentences should be an accurate summary of the points made by the writer. 


NB. There are more phrases (A-K) than sentences, so you will not need to use them all. You may use each phrase once 
only. 


Key points 
31. The native foods of a country, ... & 
32. The ethnocentric properties of food „Ө 


33. Celebrating birthdays ...@@ 


34. Cultural practice .. 
35. Drinking in pubs in Britain... @ 


36. The link between language and cuisine 0 
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H. 


Tea drinking in India remains an important part of daily life. There, tea made entirely with milk 
is popular. ‘Chai’ is made by boiling milk and adding tea, sugar and some Spices. This form of 
tea making has crossed the Indian Ocean and is also popular in East Africa, where tea is 
considered best when it is either very milky or made with water only. Curiously, this ‘milk or 
water' formula has been carried over to the preparation of instant coffee, which is served in 
cafes as either black, or sprinkled on a cup of hot milk. 


In Britain, coffee drinking, particularly in the informal atmosphere of coffee shops, is currently 
in vogue. Yet, the convention of afternoon tea lingers. At conferences, it remains common 
practice to serve coffee in the morning and tea in the afternoon. Contemporary China, too, 
remains true to its long tradition. Delegates at conferences and seminars are served tea in 
cups with lids to keep the infusion hot. The cups are topped up throughout the proceedings. 
There are as yet no signs of coffee at such occasions. 


Questions 1-8 


Reading Passage 1 has 9 paragraphs (А-1). Choose the most suitable heading for each paragraph from the List of 
headings below. Write the appropriate numbers (i-xiii) in Boxes 1—8 on your answer sheet. 


One of the headings has been done for you as an example. 


NB. There are more headings than paragraphs, so you will not use all of them. 


1 
2. 
3. 
4 
5 


Paragraph À 
Paragraph B 
Paragraph C 
Paragraph D 
Paragraph E 


Paragraph G 
Paragraph H 
Paragraph I 


List of headings 


i. Diverse drinking methods 

ii Limited objections to drinking tea 

iii Today's continuing tradition — in Britain and China 
iv Tea —a beverage of hospitality 

v An important addition — tea with milk 

vi Tea and alcohol 

vii The everyday beverage in all parts of the world 
viii Tea on the move 

ix African tea 

X The fall in the cost of tea 

xi The value of tea 

xii Tea-drinking in Africa 

xiii Hospitality among the Bedouin 
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Reading Passage 2 
You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 15-29, which are based on Reading Passage 2 below. 
Tyes and Greens 


There are a number of settlements in this part of East Anglia with names containing the word ‘tye’. 
The word is Anglo-Saxon in origin, and the Oxford English Dictionary quotes the earliest usage of 
the term as dating from 832. Essentially a ‘tye’ was a green, ora small area of open common land, 
usually sited away from the main village or settlement, perhaps at the junction of two or more 
routes. Local people and passing travellers had the right to pasture their horses, pigs and other 
farm animals on the tye. 


In the Pebmarsh area there seem to have been five or six of these tyes, all, except one, at the 
margins of the parish. These marginal clearings are all away from the richer farming land close to 
the river, and, in the case of Cooks Green, Hayles Tye, and Dorking Tye, close to the edge of still 
existing fragments of ancient woodland. It seems likely then that, here, as elsewhere in East 
Anglia, medieval freemen were allowed to clear a small part of the forest and create a smallholding. 
Such unproductive forest land would, in any case, have been unattractive to the wealthy baronial 
or monastic landowners. Most of the land around Pebmarsh village belonged to Earls Coine Priory, 
a wealthy monastery about 10 kilometres to the south, and it may be that by the 13^ and 14^ 
centuries the tyes were maintained by tenant farmers paying rent to the Priory. 


Hayles Tye seems to have got its name from a certain John Hayle who is documented in the 
1380s, although there are records pointing to occupation of the site at a much earlier date. The 
name was still in use in 1500, and crops up again throughout the 16^ and 17" centuries, usually in 
relation to the payment of taxes or tithes. At some point during the 18" century the name is changed 
to File’s Green, though no trace of an owner called File has been found. Also in the 18^ century the 
original dwellings on the site disappeared. Much of this region was economically depressed during 
this period and the land and its dwellings may simply have been abandoned. Several farms were 
abandoned in the neighbouring village of Alphamstone, and the population dwindled so much that 
there was no money to support the fabric of the village church, which became very dilapidated. 
However, another possibility is that the buildings at File's Green burnt down, fires being not infrequent 
atthis time. 


By 1817 the land was in the ownership of Charles Townsend of Ferriers Farm, and in 1821 he built 
two brick cottages on the site, each cottage occupied by two families of agricultural labourers. The 
structure of these cottages was very simple, just a two-storey rectangle divided in the centre by a 
large common chimney piece. Each dwelling had its own fireplace, but the two families seem to 
have shared a brick bread-oven which jutted out from the rear of the cottage. The outer wall of the 
bread-oven is still visible on the remaining cottage. The fireplaces themselves and the chimney 
structure appear to be older than the 1821 cottages and may have survived from the earlier dwellings. 
All traces of the common land had long disappeared, and the two cottages stood on a small plot of 
less than an acre where the labourers would have been able to grow a few vegetables and keep a 
few chickens or a pig. The bulk of their time was spent working at Ferriers farm. 


Both cottages are clearly marked on maps of 1874, but by the end of the century one of them had 
gone. Again, the last years of the 19^ century were a period of agricultural depression, anda 
number of smaller farms in the area were abandoned. Traces of one, Mosse's Farm, still partly 
encircled by a very overgrown moat, may be seen less than a kilometre from File's Green. It 
seems likely that, as the need for agricultural labour declined, one of the cottages fell into disuse, 


© Sam McCarter & Judith Ash 21 


Questions 19-29 


Complete the text below, which is a summary of paragraphs 3 — 6 in Reading Passage 2. Use NO MORE THAN 


THREE WORDS from the passage to fill each blank space. 


Write your answers in Boxes 19 — 29 on your answer sheet. 


ear metem rr mermo 
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structurally complex and emotionally unsettling as anything he ever wrote, alternating between a laconic 
opening theme and a tense and threatening counter theme which comes to dominate the whole movement. 
Both quartets have fast scherzo-like ‘minuets’. The slow movement of No.1 is in traditional variation form, 
but stretches the form to the limit in order to accommodate widely contrasting textures and moods. The 
finale of No.2 is swept along by a seemingly inexhaustible stream of energy and inventiveness. 


In fact, Haydn began a third quartet in this set, but never finished it, and the two completed movements were 
published in 1806 as Opus 103, his last published work. He was over 70, and clearly lacked the strength to 
continue composition. The two existing movements are a slow movement followed by a minuet. The slow 
movement has a quiet warmth, but it is the minuet that is remarkable. It is in true dance time, unlike the fast 
quasi-scherzos of the earlier quartets. But what a dance! In a sombre D minor Haydn unfolds an angular, 
ruthless little dance of death. The central trio section holds out a moment of consolation, and then the dance 
returns, sweeping on relentlessly to the final sudden uprush of sound. And then, after more than 40 years of 
composition the master falls silent. 


Questions 30-32 
Choose the appropriate letters A-D and write them in Boxes 30-32 on your answer sheet. 
30. Which one of the following statements is true? 


A Haydn wrote the London Symphony in England 

B We do not know where Haydn wrote the London Symphony 
C Haydn wrote the London Symphony in Vienna 

D Haydn wrote the Drum Roll Symphony in England 


31. Like symphonies 103 and 104, the oratorios and masses were ... 


A written in the eighteenth century 
B for the public 

C as emotional as the quartets 

D full of religious feeling 


32. The string quartets in Opus 76 and Opus 77 were ... 


A the cause of a spiritual crisis 
B intimate yet capable 

C calm unease 

D diverse 


REN c — —— ERE ee pci ia iso LETRA a a ii KR E RM Ec a cc 
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themselves propitiating the gods: not walking 


on lines on the pavements, performing rituals. 


before public performances, wearing particular 
clothes and colours so that they can blame the 
ritual not themselves when things go wrong. 


But surely the real terror comes when success 
continues uninterrupted for such a long period 
of time that we forget what failure is like! 


We crave for and are fed a daily diet of anxiety. 
Horror films and disaster movies have an 
increasing appeal. Nostradamus pops his head 


Questions 1-5 


up now and again. And other would-be 
Prophets make a brief appearance, predicting 
the demise of human kind. Perhaps, this is all 
just a vestige of the hardships of early man— 
our attempt to recreate the struggles of a past 


age, as life becomes more and more 
comfortable. 


Mankind cannot live by contentment alone. And 
so, a world awash with anxieties and 
pessimism has been created. Being optimistic 
is a struggle. But survival dictates that mankind 
remain ever sanguine. 


Choose one phrase (A—K) from the List of phrases to complete each Key point below. Write the appropriate letters 


(A-K) in Boxes 1—5 on your answer sheet. 


The information in the completed sentences should be an accurate summary of the points made by the writer. 


NB. There are more phrases (A-K) than sentences, so you will not need to use them all. You may use each phrase once 


only. 


Key points 


|. Newspaper headlines and TV or radio news bulletins ... 


2. Doom-mongers are popular, because people ... 
3. "Today, catastrophes ... 
4. To politicians, people's inclination for fear ... 


5. “The government ... 


Questions 6-9 


List of phrases 


A are not as threatening as in the past 

B tell the truth 

C blame them 

D try to make us believe mistakenly that we are in a 
new era 

E calm people down 

F are uncertain about the future 

G are less comfortable 

H are natural pessimists and worriers 

І are more immediate 

J get what they want by deceiving the public 

K is something they can make use of 


Choose the appropriate letters A-D and write them in Boxes 6-9 on your answer sheet. 


6. The housing development example shows that people ... 


A are not that easily deceived 
B like market research 

C lead their fears 

D are easy to delude 


© Sam McCarter & Judith Ash 


35 


IELTS Reading Tests 


Reading Passage 2 


You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 15-28, which are based on Reading Passage 2 below. 


Caveat scriptor! 


Let the would-be writer beware! Anyone foolhardy enough to embark on a career as a writer—whether it be 
an academic treatise, a novel, or even an article-should first read this! 


People think that writing as a profession is glamorous; that it is just about sitting down and churning out 
words on a page, or more likely these days on a computer-screen. If only it were! So what exactly does 

writing a book entail? Being a writer is about managing a galaxy of contradictory feelings: elation, despair, 

hope, frustration, satisfaction and depression-and not all separately! Of course, it also involves carrying out 

detailed research: first to establish whether there is a market for the planned publication, and second into the 

content of the book. Sometimes, however, instinct takes the place of market research and the contents are 

dictated not by plans and exhaustive research, but by experience and knowledge. 


Once the publication has been embarked upon, there is a long period of turmoil as the text takes shape. A 
first draft is rarely the final text of the book. Nearly all books are the result of countless hours of altering and 
re-ordering chunks of text and deleting the embarrassing bits. While some people might think that with new 
technology the checking and editing process is speeded up, the experienced writer would hardly agree. 
Unfortunately, advanced technology now allows the writer the luxury of countless editings; a temptation 
many of us find hard to resist. So a passage, endlessly re-worked may end up nothing remotely like the 
original, and completely out of place when compared with the rest of the text. 


After the trauma of self-editing and looking for howlers, it is time to show the text to other people, friends 
perhaps, for appraisal. At this stage, it is not wise to send it off to a literary agent or direct to publishers, as 
it may need further fine-tuning of which the author is unaware. Once an agent has been approached and has 
rejected a draft publication, it is difficult to go and ask for the re-vamped text to be considered again. It also 
helps, at this stage, to offer a synopsis of the book, if it is a novel, or an outline if it is a textbook. This acts 
as a guide for the author, and a general reference for friends and later for agents. 


Although it is tempting to send the draft to every possible agent at one time, it is probably unwise. Some 
agents may reject the publication out of hand, but others may proffer some invaluable advice, for example 
about content or the direction to be taken. Hints like this may be of use in finally being given a contract by 
an agent or publisher. 


The lucky few taken on by publishers or agents, then have their books subjected to a number of readers, 
whose job it is to vet a book: deciding whether it is worth publishing and whether the text as it stands is 
acceptable or not. After a book has finally been accepted by a publisher, one of the greatest difficulties for 
the writer lies in taking on board the publisher’s alterations to the text. Whilst the overall story and thrust of 
the book may be acceptable, it will probably have to conform to an in-house style, as regards language, 
spelling, or punctuation, etc. More seriously, the integrity of the text may be challenged, and this may 
require radical re-drafting which is unpalatable to the author. A book’s creation period is complex and 
unnerving, but the publisher’s reworkings and text amputations can also be a tortuous process. 


For many writers, the most painful period comes when the text has been accepted, and the writer is waiting 
for it to be put together for the printer. By this stage, it is not uncommon for the writer to be thoroughly sick 
of the text. 


Abandon writing? Nonsense. Once smitten, it is not easy to escape the compulsion to create and write, 
despite the roller-coaster ride of contradictory emotions. 
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24. The problem with the use of advanced technology in editing is that ... 
A it becomes different froni the original 
B it is unfortunate 


С itis a luxury 
D many writers cannot resist changing the text again and again 


Questions 25—28 


Complete the sentences bélow. Use NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage to complete each blank 
space. 


25. Once a text is finished, the writer needs to get the of other people. 
26. Some agents may reject the draft of a book, while others may offer 


27. Apart from the need for a draft to conform to an in-house style, a publisher's changes to a text may 
include 


28, The publisher’s alterations to a book are difficult for a writer, as is the as the book grows. 


а 
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Questions 29-35 


"e Reading Passage 3 has 8 paragraphs (A-H). Choose the most suitable heading for each paragraph from the List of 
headings below. Write the appropriate numbers (i-xiv) in Boxes 29 -35 on your answer sheet. 
One of the headings has been done for you as an example. 


You may use any heading more than once. 


NB. There are more headings than paragraphs, so you will not use all of them. 


29. Paragraph A 
30. Paragraph B 
31. Paragraph C 


| 32. Paragraph Е 
` 33. Paragraph Е 
34. Paragraph С 
| 35. Paragraph Н 


; List of headings 


i. Leisure spending goes up strongly 
| ii Decreasing unemployment 
ii False forecasts 
iv Spending trends—leisure v food 
v. More affordable food 
Leisure as an answer to stress 
vii Looking forward 
viii The leisure revolution-working hours reduced to 25 
ix The 'grey pound' soars 
x Rising expenditure 
xi The elderly leisure market: 
xii National Statisticians 
xiii Work, stress, and leisure all on the up 
xiv Money yes, leisure time no 


= 
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had been slow to computerise their student data and most colleges were in the position of not knowing what 
their retention rates were or any patterns involved. Where data did exist it was held separately by either 
administrative or academic staff with poor communication between these groups. Colleges, however, jumped 
into a number of strategies based largely on experience, instinct and common sense and publication of these 
began. (Martinez 1996; Martinez 1997; Kenwright 1996; Kenwright 1997) 


The main strategies tried are outlined in the literature as summarised by Martinez (1996). These include 
sorting activities around entry to ensure ‘best fit’, supporting activities including child care, financial support 
and enrichment/learner support, connecting activities to strengthen the relationship between the college and 
the student, including mentoring and tutorials and activities to transform the student, including raising of 
expectations and study/career development support and tutoring. . 


Questions 1-3 


Use the information in the text to match the each of the years listed (1-3) with one of the Key events in the development 
of further education (i-vii). Write the appropriate letter in Boxes 1-3 on your answer sheet. Note that there are more 
items listed under the Key events than years, so you will not use all of them. 


Years 


1. 1991 
2, 1993 
3. 1994 


Key events in the development of further education 


i. Severe penalties for drop-out are developed as part of college funding mechanisms 

ii. Serious attempts are made to improve student support 

iii. An influential report showing that non-completion rates are significantly high is published 
iv. The lack of a strategical basis is officially recognised 

v. The HMI is created 

vi. Data on student completion rates for further education are published 

vii. A minor report showing that non-completion rates are significantly high is published 


Questions 4-8 
Complete the sentences below. Use NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage to fill each blank space. 
Write your answers in Boxes 4 ~ 8 on your answer sheet. 


4. Further education colleges in Britain were originally not worried about student drop-out, because students did not 
leave college for fear of 


5. According to the writer, the philosophy at further education colleges was 


6. As people became more aware of equal opportunities, colleges encouraged students from under-represented groups, 
as a move to 


7. The НМГ report focused on completion rates, based on — of reasons for students’ departure 
from college. 


8. In the early 19905, the political situation, both in Britain and the US, demanded a drastic 
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Reading Passage 2 


You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 15-27, which are based on Reading Passage 2 below. 


Another intelligence? 


Emotional intelligence as a theory was first brought 
to public attention by the book Emotional 
Intelligence, Why It Can Matter More Than IQ by 
Daniel Goleman, but the theory itself is, in fact, 
attributed to two Americans, John D Mayer and 
Peter Salovey. What is emotional intelligence 
exactly? According to Goleman, Emotional 
Intelligence consists of five key elements. The first 
is knowing, one's own emotions: being able to 
recognise that one is in an emotional state and 
having the ability to identify which emotion is being 
experienced, even if it is not a particularly 
comfortable feeling to admit to, e.g. jealousy or 
envy. 


Emotional awareness can then lead to managing 
one’s emotions. This involves dealing with 
emotions, like jealousy, resentment, anger, etc, that 
one may have difficulty accepting by, perhaps, 
giving oneself comfort food, or doing nice things 
when one is feeling low. Many people do this 
instinctively by buying chocolate or treating 
themselves; others are able to wrap themselves in 
positive thoughts or ‘mother themselves’. There are, 
of course, many people who are incapable of doing 
this, and so need to be taught. The third area is self- 
motivation. Our emotions can simultaneously 
empower and hinder us, so it is important to develop 
the ability to control them. Strategies can be learnt 
whereby emotions are set aside to be dealt with at 
a later date. For example, when dealing with the 
success or good fortune of others, it is better not to 
suppress any ‘negative’ emotion that arises. One 
just has to recognise it is there. And then one just 
needs to be extra careful when making decisions 
and not allow one’s emotions to cloud the issue, by 
letting them dictate how one functions with that 
person. The separation of logic and emotion is not 
easy when dealing with people. 
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As social beings, we need to be able to deal with 
other people which brings us to the next item on 
Goleman’s list, namely: recognising emotions in 
other people. This means, in effect, having or 
developing ‘social radar’, ie learning to read the 
weather systems around individuals or groups of 
people. Obviously, leading on from this is the ability 
to handle relationships. If we can recognise, 
understand and then deal with other people’s 
emotions, we can function better both socially and 
professionally. Not being tangible, emotions are 
difficult to analyse and quantify, compounded by 
the fact that each area in the list above, does not 
operate in isolation. Each of us has misread a 
friend's or a colleague's behaviour to us and other 
people. The classic example is the shy person, 
categorised by some people as arrogant and distant 
and by others as lively and friendly and very 
personable. How can two different groups make a 
definitive analysis of someone that is so strikingly 
contradictory? And yet this happens on a daily basis 
in all our relationships-even to the point of 
misreading the behaviour of those close to us! In 
the work scenario, this can cost money. And so it 
makes economic sense for business to be aware of 
it and develop strategies for employing people and 
dealing with their employees. 


All common sense you might say. Goleman himself 
has even suggested that emotional intelligence is 
just a new way of describing competence; what 
some people might call savior faire or savoir vivre. 
Part of the problem here is that society or some 
parts of society have forgotten that these skills ever 
existed and have found the need to re-invent them. 


But the emergence of Emotional Intelligence as a 
theory suggests that the family situations and other 
social interactions where social skills were honed 
in the past are fast disappearing, so that people now 
sadly need to be re-skilled. 
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24. Employers need to ... 26. The fact that the idea of Emotional Intelligence has 


emerged suggests that social interactions ... 
Asave money 


B know about people’s emotions A happen in the family 

C employ and deal with employees B need to be re-skilled 

D work scenario Care becoming less frequent 
Dare honed 


25. Goleman links Emotional Intelligence to ... 


А competence 

B incompetence 
Chappiness 

D common sense 


Question 27 


Does the statement below agree with the information in Reading Passage 2? 
In Box 27, write: 


Yes if the statement agrees with the information in the passage 
No if the statement contradicts the information in the passage 
Not Given if there is no information about the statement in the passage 


Mayer and Peter Salovey wrote 'Emoti nal Intelligence, Why T 


27. The author believes that the lack of Emotional Intelligence will lead to the disintegration of the family as a social 
unit. 
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in the case of Liverpool one could ask whether tne distinctive ‘Scouse’ accent was a reason for, or 
an effect of the frequency of high cheekbones in the local population. 


When one ‘learns’ another accent, as in the theatre for example, voice coaches often resort to 
images io help their students acquire the distinctive sound of the target pronunciation. With ‘Scouse’, 
the mental aid employed is pushing your cheekbones up in a smile as high as they will go and 
imagining you've got a very slack mouth full of cotton wool. The sound seems to spring off the 
sides of your face-outwards and upwards. For a Belfast accent, one has to tighten the sides of the 
jaws until there is maximum tension, and speak opening the lips as little as possible. This gives 
rise to the well-known “Ulster jaw’ phenomenon. Learning Australian involves imagining the ordeals 
of the first westerners transported to the other side of the world. When exposed to the merciless 
glare and unremitting heat of the southern sun, we instinctively screw up our eyes and grimace for 
protection. 


Has this contributed to an Australian ‘look’, and affected the way ‘Aussies’ speak English, or vice 
versa? It is a curious chicken and egg conundrum, but perhaps the answer is ultimately irrelevant. 


Of course other factors affect the way people look and sound, and | am not suggesting for one . 


minute that all those who speak one form of a language or dialect have a set physiognomy because 
of their pronunciation patterns. But a large enough number do, and that alone is worth investigating. 
What is important, however, is establishing pronunciation as one of the factors that determine 
physiognomy, and gaining a deeper insight into the origins and nature of the sounds of speech. 
And of course, one wonders what ‘look’ one’s own group has! | 


Questions 28-30 


Use the information in the text to match the People listed (28-30) with the Observations (i-vii). Write the appropriate 
letter in Boxes 28-30 on your answer sheet. Note that there are more Observations than peeple, so you will not use all 
of them. You can use each Observation once only. 


People 


28. Koestler 
29. Fishberg 
30. Emerson 


Observations 


i Americans use their jaw more to enunciate 

ii Immigrants acquire physiognomical features common among the indigenous population 
ili Facial expression and physical features are hereditary 

iv Lifestyle affects physiognomy 

v Americans have a broadened jaw 

vi The appearance of his friends had changed since they moved to the United States 

vii The change of countenance was unremarkable 
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Questions 1-5 


H A 


Choose the appropriate letters A-D and write them in Boxes 1-5 on your answer sheet. 
1. The author … 


А believes that man is causing global warming 

B believes that global warming is a natural process 

C is sure what the causes of global warming are 

D does not say what he believes the causes of global warming are 


2. As to the cause of global warming, the author believes that ... 


A occasionally the facts depend on who you are talking to 
B the facts always depend on who you are talking to 

C often the facts depend on which expert you listen to 

D you should not speak to experts 


3. More than 80% of the top meteorologists in the United States are of the opinion that ... 


A global warming should make us lose sleep 

B global warming is not the result of natural cyclical changes, but man-made 
C the consequences of global warming will be devastating 

D global warming is not man-made, but the result of natural cyclical changes 


4. Our understanding of weather ... 


A leads to reliable predictions 
B is variable 

C cannot be denied 

D is not very developed yet 


5. Currently. Dr James Hansen’s beliefs include the fact that ... 


A itis nearly impossible to predict weather change using artificial models 

B the consequences of global warming would be disastrous for mankind 

C there is a significant link between the climate now, and man's changing of the atmosphere 
D Earth is getting colder 


Questions 6-11 


Do the statements below agree with the information in Reading Passage 1? 
In Boxes 6-11, write: 


Yes if the statement agrees with the information in the passage 
No if the statement contradicts the information in the passage 
Not Given if there is no information about the statement in the passage 


Example: Computer-based weather models have become more sophisticated. => 


Answers Yes. “si 
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Reading Passage 2 


You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 15-28, which are based on Reading Passage 2 below. 


Questions 15-21 


Reading Passage 2 has 8 paragraphs (A-H). Choose the most suitable heading for each paragraph from the List of 
headings below. Write the appropriate numbers (i-xiii) in Boxes 15-21 on your answer sheet, 


One of the headings has been done for you as an example. 
NB. There are more headings than paragraphs, so you will not use all of them. 


15. Paragraph A 
16. Paragraph B 
17. Paragraph C 
18. Paragraph D 
19. Paragraph E 
20. Paragraph F 
21. Paragraph G 


List of headings 


i 165 million years 

ii. The body plan of archosaurs 

iii. Dinosaurs-terrible lizards 

iv. Classification according to pelvic anatomy 

v. The suborders of Saurischia 

vi. Lizards and dinosaurs — two distinct superorders 

vii. Unique body plan helps identify dinosaurs from other animals 
viii. Herbivore dinosaurs 

ix. Lepidosaurs Fé 

x.  Frills and shelves 

xi. The origins of dinosaurs and lizards 

xii. Bird-hipped dinosaurs 

xiii. Skull bones distinguish dinosaurs from other archosaurs 


What is a dinosaur? 


A. Although the name dinosaur is derived from the Greek for "terrible lizard", dinosaurs were not, 
in fact, lizards at all. Like lizards, dinosaurs are included in the class Reptilia, or reptiles, one of 
the five main classes of Vertebrata, animals with backbones. However, at the next level of 
classification, within reptiles, significant differences in the skeletal anatomy of lizards and 
dinosaurs have led scientists to place these groups of animals into two different superorders: 
Lepidosauria, or lepidosaurs, and Archosauria, or archosaurs. 


B. Classified as lepidosaurs are lizards and snakes and their prehistoric ancestors. Included among : 
the archosaurs, or "ruling reptiles", are prehistoric and moder crocodiles, and the now extinct 
thecodonts, pterosaurs and dinosaurs. Palaeontologists believe that both dinosaurs and. 


© Sam McCarter & Judith Ash sue 197 


LTS Reading Tests’ 


Questions 22-24 
Complete the sentences below. Use NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each blank space. 


Write your answers in Boxes 22 ~ 24 on your answer sheet. 


22. Lizards and dinosaurs are classified into two different superorders because of the difference in their 


4 


23. In the Triassic period, evolved into thecodonts, for example, lizards and snakes. 


24. Dinosaur skulls differed from those of any other known animals because of the presence of vomers: 


Questions 25-28 


Choose one phrase (A-H) from the List of features to match with the Dinosaurs listed below. Write the appropriate 
letters (A-H) in Boxes 25-28 on your answer sheet. 


The information in the completed sentences should be an accurate summary of the points made by the writer. 


NB. There are more phrases (A-H) than sentences, so you will not need to use them all. You may use each phrase once 
only. 


Dinosaurs 

25. Dinosaurs differed from lizards, because ... 
26. Saurischian and ornithischian dinosaurs ... 
27. Unlike therapods, sauropodomorphs ... 


28. Some dinosaurs used their tails to balance, others ... 


List of features - 


are both divided into two orders. 

the former had a ‘fully improved gait’. 

were not usually very heavy. 

could walk or run on their back legs. 

their hind limbs sprawled out to the side. 
walked or ran on four legs, rather than two. 
G both had a pelvic girdle comprising six bones. 
H did not always eat meat. 


SEO 03 W > 
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Questions 29-32 


Do the statements below agree with the information in Reading Passage 3? 
In Boxes 29-32, write: 


Yes if the statement agrees with the information in the passage 
No if the statement contradicts the information in the passage 
Not Given if there is no information about the statement in the passage 


29. Synaesthetes experience several senses at the same time. 
30. Newspaper articles and TV news reports about synaesthesia are appearing with monotonous regularity nowadays. 
31. Mention of synaesthesia can be traced back to the 17" century. 


32. It is strange that many people are sceptical about synaesthesia. 


Questions 33-36 


Choose the appropriate letters A-D and write them in Boxes 33-36 on your answer sheet. . 


33. Son et lumière shows … 35. The Russian artist, Wassily Kandinsky, ... 
A attempted to combine public senses A performed Wagner’s Lohengrin 
В were frequent in the [9th century B found abstract painting 
C were both public and involuntary C also composed music 
D did not reproduce the experiences of synaesthetes D saw objects. 
34. Both Alexander Scriabin and Rimsky-Korsakov ... 36. At first, ‘sufferers’ of synaesthesia believe that ... 
A wanted to have synaesthetic abilities A other people have similar experiences or there is 
B created a lot of documents something wrong with them i 
C linked music to colour B they are a revelation 
D agreed with Bliss in 1922 C they are psychologically or mentally superior 


D they are unique 


Questions 37—40 ` 


According to the reading passage, which of the following statements are true about synaesthetes? 
Write the appropriate letters in Boxes 37-40 on your answer sheet. 


A Some synaesthetes are disoriented by their abilities. 

B Unusually, some synaesthetes have great creativity. 

C Memory is heightened by synaesthesia. 

D Synaesthetes have gifts and drawbacks. 

E Some synaesthetes use their ability to help themselves. 
F Their ability can be an obstacle to them. 

G Some synaesthetes write in colour. 
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Inevitably, the media is alive to this hypersensitivity and the ‘p’ word has become a potent weapon in its 

arsenal. It is used pejoratively, with intent to discredit and wound, as governments are painfully aware. For 

propaganda is the spectre that haunts many a government-inspired media fest. It is the uninvited guest, the . 
empty chair which serves to remind the hosts precisely why the gathering has been convened and forces 

them to run quality tests on the fare on offer — is it factually nutritious, is it presented in a balanced and 

truthful way, is its integrity intact? 


In this one respect, at least, the negative connotations attached to propaganda actually perform a positive 
function. They offer a salutary reminder of all that government information is supposed not to be, and act as 
a ferocious curb on any runaway tendency to excess. Most importantly, the public is alive to the dangers of 
propaganda and alert to its manifestations whether overt or covert. They know that propaganda is the serpent 
lurking in the tree of knowledge; that it is subtle, it beguiles, it seduces, it obfuscates, it holds out simple 
dreams and turns them into nightmare realities, it subverts, it pretends to be other than it is. They know that 
itis the poisoned fruit of the goblin market, not the plain bread of truth that is the staple diet of information. 
And they will not tolerate it. 


They succumb instead to the more blatant blandishments of advertising, which might be regarded as the 
wolf of propaganda, tamed and turned to domestic use. Safe in the knowledge that the wolf has been 
securely trussed by the rules and regulations of the Advertising Standards Authority, they knowingly consent 
to being had. 


Questions 1-10 


Complete the text below, which is a summary of paragraphs 1-4. Choose a suitable word from the text for each blank. 
Write your answers in Boxes 1—10 on your answer sheet. 


You may use any word more than once. 


I: "sfethat you are à роо en 
accompanied by асы с Ды tm of slaves сапуіп 
are inside your house, the slaves erect an 42. 
5 x features figures like those soldiers who have just 
a prominent position, the figure of. the sphinx-li 3 
you and the other inhabitants change your — 
albeit a not very 10. 7 


———à5 


power of 1.9 
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Reading Passage 2 


You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 15-28, which are based on Reading Passage 2 below. 


The pursuit of knowledge 


According to the great English lexicographer Samuel Johnson, knowledge is of two kinds. We know a subject 
ourselves or we know where we can find information upon it (Boswell Life vol. 2 p383 18 April 1775). In the 
information-driven world we now inhabit, the latter has assumed a much greater level of importance. 


At the time of the European Renaissance, which spanned the fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, it 
was considered possible for the educated, well-read man, the so-called Renaissance man, to possess the sum 
total of human knowledge. Admittedly, the body of knowledge then available was restricted, being held 
firmly in check by several important factors: the paucity of books in circulation at that time; the difficulty of 
acquiring copies of the texts; the need to copy texts by hand; and the cost of doing so. The example of Lupus 
of Ferrieres” search for the Ars rhetorica of Fortunatus in the ninth century was repeated again and again 
throughout the Latin West until the momentous advent of printing in the middle of the fifteenth century. 
| Printed books saw Ше end of some of the practical limitations placed on the spread of human knowledge. 
| The first revolution in information technology had begun. | 


| Renaissance man was rapidly left behind by this development; and, henceforth, it would be increasingly 
difficult for the educated man to cope with the expansion of knowledge that flowed through Europe via the 
medium of movable type. 


In today’s world, the scenario could hardly be more different. The most well-read individual, whom we 
| could legitimately call information man, ок homo sciens, would certainly be considerably more knowledgeable 
than Renaissance man. Yet, because of the ever-expanding increase in the sum total of human knowledge 
over the latter half of the last millennium, and the changes in the world of technology, easy access to 
i information has reduced the stature of the educated individual. АП that he can hope to be now is an expert in 

a narrow field, not the all-knowing polymath of yesteryear. 


It is not surprising to see people overwhelmed by the unlimited stream of information. There is simply too 
much of it to assimilate, and it is difficult to know what to do with the data once it is received; which brings 
us back to Johnson's words. But we need to add another dimension to his dictum, one which was probably 
true in his time, but is even more pertinent today: people need to be able to use the knowledge they acquire 
and not just know it or know where io find it. Our deficiency in this regard is, perhaps, the most singular 
failure of the modern information age. 


Acquisitiveness is a natural human instinct. Children collect cards of footballers, or whatever is the latest 

fad. Stamps, coins and books are targets for children and adult collectors alike, as their basic instincts are 

| played upon and nurtured by market forces. The desire to gather knowledge is nothing new. What is 

i astonishing, however, is the way in which people treat the knowledge once it has been collected. It is as if the 

| collection were an end in itself; and herein Нез the great deception. У/е have turned the world into a large 

i machine of information, a veritable vortex into which we are all being inexorably sucked. People beaver 
away amassing raw data, labouring under the misapprehension that they are doing something worthwhile, 
when all that is really happening is the movement of information from one place to another. We should 
hardly be surprised that, as this becomes apparent, disillusionment and stress in the workplace are becoming 
sadly the all too common consequences, 


© Sam McCarter & Judith Ash 67 


IELTS Reading Tests 


Questions 26—28 


Do the statements below agree with the information in Reading Passage 1? 
In Boxes 26-28, write: 


Yes if the statement agrees with the information in the passage 


No if the statement contradicts the information in the passage 
Not Given if there is no information about the statement in the passage 


i e:spánined the 14º, 15% and 


26. As the world has a wealth of knowledge within easy reach, it is now richer. 
27, Knowledge processing courses will soon be obligatory for all library workers. 


28. The author believes that the pursuit of knowledge is worthwhile. 
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Questions 29-33 


Choose one phrase (A-E) from the List of places to label the map below. Write the appropriate letters (A-E) in Boxes 
29—33 on your answer sheet. 


List of places 


A. The Sperrin Mountains 
B. Dunluce Castle 

C. Inishowen 

D. The Glens of Antrim 
E. Limavady 


ИШ 


I 29: 


RIVER ROE 


Questions 34-37 


Do the statements below agree with the information in Reading Passage 3? In Boxes 34—37, write: 


Yes if the statement agrees with the information in the passage 
No if the statement contradicts the information in the passage 
Not Given if there is no information about the statement in the passage 


Example: Inishowen is in the north-west of Ireland. 

Answer: Yes. 
34. After 1639 the castle of Dunluce was not completely uninhabited. 
35. For the author Dunluce castle evokes another period of history. 
36. There were more than 1500 men on the Girona when it went down. 


37. The writer disagrees with the viewpoint that the Giant’s Causeway is not worth going to visit. 
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1966. These years saw periods of intensive study in the libraries strongest in the incunabula of the Low 
Countries, with whole summers passed in Cambridge and Copenhagen as well as shorter visits to libraries 
from Oxford to Vienna. 


H. The partnership between Lotte and Wytze was also to lead to marriage and to the birth of their son. 


Between 1961 and 1975, the Hellingas were in Amsterdam. In 1965, Lotte had obtained a research 
assistantship for Dutch prototypography from the Z.W.O., and from 1967 she was teaching at the Institute 
of Dutch Studies at the University of Amsterdam. She continued to develop her interest in analytical 
bibliography in a number of directions, perhaps most strikingly in important work on early Dutch printing 
and an examination 'of the Coster question. She also contributed to the catalogue which accompanied the 
exhibition held in Brussels in 1973 to commemorate the quincentenary of the introduction of printing to 
the Netherlands, a collaborative work that still provides the best presentation of the work of the early 
printers of the Low Countries. 


L The year 1974 saw the award of a doctorate by the University of Amsterdam for her thesis on the 


relationship between copy and print in a fifteenth-century printing-house, Methode en praktijk bij het 
zetten van boeken in de vijftiende eeuw. This seminal work, remaining as a Dutch dissertation of limited 
diffusion, has perhaps not been as widely read as it deserves. There followed a year’s respite from 
teaching in 1975 with the commission from Ensched, to edit Harry Carter’s translation of Charles 
Ensched,’s Type foundries in the Netherlands, at length published in 1978. 


Questions 1-8 


Reading Passage 1 has 9 paragraphs (А-1). Choose the most suitable heading for each paragraph from the list of 
headings below. Write the appropriate numbers (i-xv) in Boxes 1—8 on your answer sheet. You may use each heading 


only once. 


One of the headings has been done for you as an example. 


NB. There are more headings than paragraphs, so you will not use all of them. 


1. Paragraph A 5. Paragraph E 
2. Paragraph B 6. Paragraph F 
3. Paragraph C 7. Paragraph G 
4. Paragraph D 8. Paragraph H 


Example: Paragraph I: iii 


List of headings 


i. The classic Anglo-Saxon model ix. Lotte’s work in England POS 

ii, Lotte to goto England 3 ^ x The development of Wytze's research : i 

iii. More recognition deserved; - . хі. :Васк in Amsterdam sr ыл ыл! 
24V. Wytze’s research in Oxford - : -xij A postgraduate student at 
м7 Wytze’s interest in texts and the book .. inguistic с 

‘yi, Lotte unpublished ` | ás 

vii." Lotte to be published : 

viii, Lotte's first influences at university ` 
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Reading Passage 2 
You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 16-27, which are based on Reading Passage 2 below. 


Party Labels in Mid-Eighteenth Century England 


A. Until the late 1950s the Whig interpretation of English history in the eighteenth century prevailed, 


This was successfully challenged by Lewis Namier, who proposed, based on an analysis of the 
voting records of MPs from the 1760 intake following the accession to the throne of George lil, 
that the accepted Whig/Tory division of politics did not hold. He believed that the political life of 
the period could be explained without these party labels, and that it was more accurate to 
characterise political division in terms of the Court versus Country. 


. An attempt was then made to use the same methodology to determine whether the same held 


for early eighteenth century politics. To Namier's chagrin this proved that at the end of Queen 
Anne's reign in 1714 voting in parliament was certainly based on party interest, and that Toryism 
and Whiggism were distinct and opposed political philosophies. Clearly, something momentous 
had occurred between 1714 and 1760 to apparently wipe out party ideology. The Narnierite 
explanation is that the end of the Stuart dynasty on the death of Queen Anne and the beginning 
of the Hanoverian with the accession of George I radically altered the political climate. 


. The accession of George | to the throne in 1715 was not universally popular. He was German, 


spoke little English, and was only accepted because he promised to maintain the Anglican 
religion. Furthermore, for those Tory members of government under Anne, he was nemesis, for 
his enthronement finally broke the hereditary principle central to Tory philosophy, confirming 
the right of parliament to depose or select a monarch. Moreover, he was aware that leading 
Tories had been in constant communication with the Stuart court in exile, hoping to return the 
banished King James II. As a result, al! Tories were expelled from government, some being 
forced to escape to France to avoid execution for treason. 


. fhe failure of the subsequent Jacobite rebellion of 1715, where certain Tory magnates tried to 


replace George with his cousin James, a Stuart, albeit a Catholic, was used by the Whig 
administration to identify the word ‘Tory’ with treason. This was compounded by the Septennial 
Act of 1716, limiting elections to once every seven years, which further entrenched the Whig's 
power base at the heart of government focussed around the crown. With the eradication of one 
of the fundamental tenets of their philosophy, alongside the systematic replacement of all Tory 
positions by Whig counterparts, Tory opposition was effectively annihilated. There was, however, 
a grouping of Whigs in parliament who were not part of the government. 


2 The MPs now generally referred to as the ‘independent Whigs’ inherently distrusted the power 


of the administration, dominated as it was by those called “Court Whigs’. The Independent 
Whig was almost invariably а country gentleman, and thus resisted the growth in power of 
those whose wealth was being made on the embryonic stock market. For them the permanency 
of land meant pairiotism, a direct interest in one's nation, whilst shares, easily transferable, 
could not be trusted. They saw their role as a check on the administration, a permanent guard 
against political corruption, the last line of defence of the mixed constitution of monarchy, 
aristocracy, and democracy. The reaction against the growing mercantile class was shared by 
the Tories, also generally landed country gentlemen. H is thus Namier's contention, and that of 
those who follow his work, that by the 1730s the Tories and the Independent Whigs had fused 
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Questions 21-27 


Do the statements below agree with the information in Reading Passage 2? 
In Boxes 21-27, write: 


Yes if the statement agrees with the information in the passage 
No if the statement contradicts the information in the passage 
Not Given if there is no information about the statement in the passage 


Example: Until the late 1950s the Whig interpretation of English history was the опе that was widely accepted. 


Answer: Yes. 


21. According to Namier, political divisions in the mid 18" century were not related to party labels. 
22. According to Namier, something happened between 1714 and 1760 to affect party ideology. 
23. George 1 was not liked by everyone. 

24. The Independent Whigs were all landowners with large estates. 

25. Neither the Independent Whigs, nor the Tories trusted the mercantile classes. 

26. Namier's views are supported by Colley. 


27. Harris's analysis of the press of the 1740s is used by Namier to support hís own views. 
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Questions 28-35 


Reading Passage 3 has 9 paragraphs (А-1). Choose the most suitable heading for each paragraph from the list of 
headings below. Write the appropriate numbers (i-xv) in Boxes 28-36 on your answer sheet. 


One of the headings has been done for you as an example. 


NB. There are more headings than paragraphs, so you will not use all of them. 
Example Paragraph A Answer: xv 


28. Paragraph B 
29, Paragraph C 
30. Paragraph D 
31. Paragraph E 
32, Paragraph F 
33, Paragraph G 
34. Paragraph H 
35. Paragraph I 


List of headings 


i Still maintaining authority and patients’ raised expectations, 
di. Medicine mystified 5 
dii, What makes a good doctor? 
iv. The burden now on doctors 

v. Good personal skills 

vi. Good interpersonal skills 

vii. The essence of medical training 

viii. Emotion and logic 

ix. Avoiding medical jargon 

x. Doctors — born or made? 

xi. Doctors':status lowered 

xii. Changing attitudes effect changes in doctors" training 

xiii. The swinging pendulum 

xiv. Meeting patients 

xv. À culture change in the National Health Service 


Questions 36-40 


Choose the appropriate letters A-D and write them in Boxes 36-40 on your answer sheet. 
36. The change in people's attitude to authority has, in part, ... : 


A mystified medicine 

B improved medical training considerably 

€ affected people's feelings about authority 

D effected a cultural change in the health service 
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An interesting aspect of all this is that the initial stirring and rumour-mongering was all to do with money: 
was the library, or was it not, paid for? in is the intervention of "C." and his fervent denials that bring the 
Russians into prominence. 


The identity of "C." is obscure. Arundell Esdaile identifies him as John Wilson Croker, the veteran politician 
and essayist. This seems to me unlikely: Croker was certainly involved in public affairs in the 1820s, but he 
was also a major contributor, a sort of editorial advisor, to the Quarterly Review, where the original offending 
article appeared. Indeed he wrote his own piece for it on the Museum in the December 1852 issue, without 
referring at all to the King's Library stories, and referring to Richard Ford's article in respectful not to say 
glowing terms. A footnote to his article, however, states that the Quarterly expected to publish an authoritative 
account of the King's Library business in the future: it never did. 


Questions 1-6 


Do the statements below agree with the information in Reading Passage 1? 
In Boxes 1-6, write: 


Yes if the statement agrees with the information in the passage 


No if the statement contradicts the information in the passage 
Not Given ifthere is no information about the statement in the passage 


Example: The outline of the tale has been told before. 


Answer: Yes... 


1. The story that the writer is telling has only ever been carried in publications relating to the British Museum. 


2. When published, the review of several reports on the workings of the British Museum in the Quarterly Review was 
anonymous. ` 


3. The writer claims that it was Richard Ford who wrote the review of several reports on the workings of the British 
Museum in the Quarterly Review. 


4. Richard Ford alleged that George IV was planning to sell his father’s, i.e. George III’s, library to the Tsar of Russia. 
5. Murray wrote the Handbook for travellers to Spain. 


6. The British Government bought George IV’s father's library for a very large sum of money. 
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Reading Passage 2 


You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 15 — 27, which are based on Reading Passage 2 below. 


De profundis clamavi* 


A. But not too loud! According to the Royal National Institute for Deaf People, there has been a threefold 


increase in hearing loss and, in future, deafness will become an epidemic. It is hardly surprising that new 
research shows complaints about noise, in particular loud music and barking dogs, are on the increase. 
So dire has the situation become that the National Society for Clean Air and the Environment was even 
moved to designate 7 June 2000 as Noise Action Day. 


. There are so many different sources.of noise competing for people's attention. Travelling on a train as it 


saunters gently through the countryside was once a civilised and enjoyable experience. That delight has 
all but disappeared. Because we have to reach our destination more quickly, the train hurtles at break- 
neck speed along tracks not designed to carry carriages at such high velocity. The train is noisier. And so 
are the occupants. They have to compete with the din of the train; and the conversations of their fellow 
travellers. And then there are the ubiquitous headphones (one set if you're lucky); not to mention that 
bane of all travellers, the mobile phone-not one's own, of course, because one has switched it off. The 
noise sensitive, a growing minority group, are hit by a double whammy here: the phone going off and 
the person answering in a loud voice, because they cannot believe the other person can hear. And let us 
not forget computer games making horrid noises given by parents to keep their children quiet! It is, 
however, gratifying to see that some train companies request people to keep the volume of their headphones 
down. It still strikes one as strange that people have to be reminded to do this, Like no-smoking carriages 
we should have more no-noise carriages: mobile-free, headphone-free, computer-free zones! 


. And the answer? Stay at home? No, not really. The neighbours do DIY: if you are lucky between 9 am 


and 7pm, and, if you are not, 24 hours a day. They play loud music, sing, play the piano, rip up their 
carpets; they jump up and down on bare floorboards to annoy you further. They have loud parties to 
irritate you and cats, dogs and children that jump onto bare wooden floors and make your heart stop. 
And, because they want to hear the music in other parts of their flat they pump up the volume, so that 
you can feel the noise as well as hear it. And if you are very fortunate, they attach the stereo to the walls 
above your settee, so that you can vibrate as well. Even if you live in a semi-detached or detached 
property, they will still get you. 


. People escape to the countryside and return to the urban environment. They cannot tolerate the noise- 


the tractors, the cars and the motorbikes ripping the air apart as they career along country roads. Then 
there are the country dirt-track rallies that destroy the tranquillity of country week-ends and holidays. 
Arid we mustn’t forget the birds! Believe me, the dawn chorus is something to contend with. So, when 
you go to the countryside, make sure you take your industrial ear-muffs with you! 


. A quiet evening at the cinema, perhaps, or a restaurant? The former will have the latest all-round 


stereophonic eardrum-bursting sound system, with which they will try to deafen you. Film soundtracks 
register an average of 82 decibels with the climax of some films hitting as high as 120! And, in the 
restaurant, you will be waited on by waiters who have been taking their employers to court, because the 
noise in their working environment-is way above the legal limits. Normal conversation registers at 60 
decibels. But noise levels of up to 90 are frequent in today’s restaurants. The danger level is considered 
to be any noise above 85 decibels! What is it doing to your eardrums then? Shopping is also out, because 
stereophonic sound systems have landed there, too. 


De Profundis clamavi. The opening words in Latin of Psalm 130: Out of the depths (of despair), Ihave cried unto you (i.e. Lord). 
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Ouestions 22—27 


The passage contains a number of solutions for particular areas where noise is a problem. Match the solutions (A-L) 
to the problem areas (22 — 27). If no solution is given, choose A as the answer. Write the appropriate letters (A-L) in 
Boxes 22-27 on your answer sheet. 


NB. There are more solutions (A-L) than sentences, so you will not need to use them all. Except for A, you may use 
each solution once only. 


22. Trains 25. Homes 

23, Cinemas 26. Living in a rural setting 

24. Restaurants 27. Shops 

List of solutions 

A. No solution given in the passage G. Music should be turned down 
B. People should be sent to prison H. The noise laws should be relaxed 
C. More sophisticated sound systems needed I. Shops should have restricted opening hours 
D. Soft furnishings needed J. Trains should be sound-proofed 
E. People should stay at home K. More noise-free carriages should be introduced on trains 
F. Sound-proofing materials should be used L. Visitors should take industrial ear-muffs with them 
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Latin has also been called food for the brain. It gives 
students a grounding in the allusions in much of 
European literature and thought. Modern writers 
do not use these allusions themselves, first, because 
they do not know them, and, second, because their 
audience does not know them either. Sadly, most 
people no longer have the ability to interpret the 
allusions in art and the same has happened with the 
classics vis-a-vis literature. 


The danger to Western and world culture is great if 
the classical tradition is lost. The spiral of decline 
is not just restricted to the United Kingdom. Other 
European countries face the same loss to their 
heritage. If we abandon the classics, we will not be 
able to interpret our past and to know where we 
have come from. A common refrain in modern 


Questions 28 — 31 


society is the lack of thinking ability among even 
the best graduates. They enter work, perhaps as 
bright as any of their predecessors. But without the 
necessary skills they run around trying to reinvent 
the wheel. As Ecclesiastes says: nihil novum sub 
sole est. 


But help is athand. Concerned by the fact that fewer 
and fewer teenagers have access to a range of 
foreign languages, the government is harnessing the 
power of the Internet to introduce a distance- 
learning programme, where pupils will study Latin 
and other minority languages at their own pace. 
Initially piloted in 60 schools from autumn 2000, 
the internet-based courses will enable pupils to 
access advice from specialists by e-mail. 


Do the statements below agree with the information in Reading Passage 3? 


In Boxes 28-31, write: 


Yes if the statement agrees with the information in the passage 
No if the statement contradicts the information in the passage 
Not Given if there is no information about the statement in the passage 


"Example: The decline in the study of Latin and Greek at universi 


Answer: Yes. 


28. Fewer students are reading classical studies at university than before. 


29. The purists welcome classical studies courses unreservedly. 


30. The writer agrees fully with the purists’ point of view. 


31. A classical education is frowned upon in political circles. 
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is gaining popularity in the West. The term shiatsu comes from Japanese: “shi” meaning finger, and 
"atsu" meaning pressure. In a shiatsu session, pressure is applied to various parts of the body which 
correspond with the points and energy lines (meridians) used in acupuncture. 


F. Shiatsu has been successfully used for treating headaches, neck and upper back tension, lower back 
conditions such as lumbago and sciatica, other muscular-skeletal problems such as frozen shoulder, 
tennis and golfer’s elbow, carpal tunnel syndrome, and osteo- and rheumatoid arthritis. Along with 
acupuncture, it can be very effective in treating digestive complaints involving organs from the stomach 
through to the large intestine and menstrual problems. It is ideal for people who have an aversion to 
needles or who prefer the hands on body contact that shiatsu involves. 


G. Acupuncture is a very focused form of treatment which uses needles to rebalance the body’s energetics. 
According to traditional Chinese philosophy, our health is dependent on the body's energy-known as Qi 
moving in a smooth and balanced way through the channels beneath the skin. Disruptions in this flow 
are associated with illness and pain, which may relate to anxiety, stress, anger, fear or grief, poor nutrition, 
weather conditions, hereditary factors, infections and other trauma. The insertion of needles into the 
skin and then energy channels helps to stimulate the body's own healing response and to restore its 
natural balance. Acupuncture has over 3000 years of empirical evidence to support its efficacy. It is 
probably the most effective way of treating a diverse range of conditions. These include conditions of a 
more emotional focus including anxiety states, depression (including what in the West is known as 
manic depression) , and sleep related disorders. Other illnesses treated by acupuncture include arthritis, 
asthma, circulatory problems (i.e high blood pressure, facial paralysis (pre- and post-stroke), fatigue, 
tinnitus, infertility, menstrual problems, rheumatism, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson's disease, migraines, 
sciatica, skin conditions and ulcers. 


Questions 1-6 


Reading Passage 1 has 7 paragraphs (A-G). Choose the most suitable heading for each paragraph from the List of 
headings below. Write the appropriate numbers (i-xiii) in Boxes 1 — 6 on your answer sheet. 


One of the headings has been done for you as an example. 


NB. There are more headings than paragraphs, so you will not use all of them. 


. Example Paragraph À Answer: vit 


1. Paragraph B 
2. Paragraph С 
3. Paragraph D 
4. Paragraph E 
5. Paragraph F 
6. Paragraph G 
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Testing Testing Testing 1 2 3 4.... 


The introduction of SATs 


A. These are testing times. In both education 


and the field of work, the prevailing wisdom 
appears to be: if it moves, test it and if it 
doesn't, well, test it anyway. | say wisdom, 
but it has become rather an obsession. In 
addition to the current obstacles, like 
GCSEs, A-Levels, GNVQs, ONDs, and 
HNDs, not to mention the interviews and 
financial hurdles that school-leavers have 


to overcome in order to access higher . 


education, students are facing the threat 
of ‘new tests’, scholastic aptitude tests 
(SATs). 


‚ SATs are being imported from the United 


States, where they have been in use for 
nearly a hundred years. As a supplement 
to A-levels, the tests purport to give 
students from poor backgrounds a better 
chance of entering university. SATs are 
intended to remove the huge social class 
bias that exists in British universities. But, 
in fact, they are, no more than an additional 
barrier for students. The tests, which 
masquerade as IQ tests, are probably less 
diagnostic of student potential than existing 
examinations, and, more seriously, are far 
from free of the bias that their supporters 
pretend. 


. First of all, as for any other tests, students 


will be able to take classes to cram for 
SATs, which again wil! advantage the 
better-off. At a recent conference of the 
Professional Association of Teachers, it was 
declared that schoo! exams and tests are 
biased towards middle-class children. 
Further, the content of the tests in question 
is not based on sound scientific theory, 
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You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 11-26, which are based on Reading Passage 2 below. 


merely on a pool of Multiple Choice 
Questions (MCQs), set by a group of item 
writers. 


. The questions in SATs are tested on a 


representative sample of children. Those 
which correlate with the school grades of 
the children are kept, and the rest 
discarded. This is highly unsatisfactory. 
There is also evidence that in MCQ tests 
women are at a disadvantage, because of 
the way they think, i.e. they can see a wider 
picture. And it is worth noting that MCQs 
are only as good as the people who write 
them; so, unless the writers are highly 
trained, those who are being tested are ` 


. being judged against the narrow limitations 


of the item writers! 


Other developments in testing 


E. Globalisation has introduced greater 


flexibility into the workplace, but the 
educational system has not been so quick 
off the mark. But there are signs that times 
are a-changing. Previously, students took 
exams at the end of academic terms, or at 
fixed dates periodically throughout the year. 
Now, language examinations like the 
TOEFL, IELTS and the Pitman ESOL 
exams can be taken much more frequently. 
The IELTS examination, for example, is run 
at test centres throughout the world subject 
to demand. Where the demand is high, the 
test is held more frequently. At present, in 
London, it is possible for students to sit the 
exam about four times per week. 


. Flexible assessment like the IELTS has 


been mooted in other areas. It has been 
suggested that students may in future be 
able to walk into a public library or other 
public building and take an assessment test 
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^i. Assessment in the future 


" List of headings 


. tits The theory behind MCOs. 
318. Notenough testing... К 
“iv: Problenis.with SATs. 
: M Misuse of. testing in “ach : 
s" vi; The need for computer assessment’ 
$ yii.. The future, of psychometric’ bee s in schools 
í “viii. Testing with caution |. К 
» dx, Testing in the workplace" 
Globalisation i in testin; 
The benefits, of SATs. 


Questions 19 — 23 | 


Answer the questions below. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each answer. 
Write your answers in Boxes 19 — 23 on your answer sheet. 

19. What according to the writer has the present vogue for testing turned into? 

20, Where do scholastic aptitude tests come from? 

21. Who does the writer think SATs will benefit? 

22. What is it that makes flexible assessment by computer attractive? 


23. What has been at the forefront of developing testing schemes? 


Questions 24 — 26 


Do the statements below agree with the information in Reading Passage 2? 
In Boxes 24-26, write: 


Yes if the statement agrees with the information in the passage 
No if the statement contradicts the information in the passage 


Not Given if there is no information about the statement in the passage 


Example: In.the fields of education ашу vok the he prevailing wisdom seems to be to test everything E 


pour Yes, 


24, Research in genetics refutes the theory that people are predestined to follow certain careers. 
25. Psychometric testing is favoured by headmasters and mistresses in many secondary schools. 


26. The writer of the article is not in favour of testing in general. 
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Questions 27-32 


Do the statements below agree with the information in Reading Passage 3? 
In Boxes 27-32, write: 


Yes if the statement agrees with the information in the passage 
No if the statement contradicts the information in the passage 
Not Given if there is no information about the statement in the passage 


"Example: Witigenstein was froin Vienna 


27. Wittgenstein was a great moral philosopher. 

28. Wittgenstein owes the high regard in which he is held, in part, to his work on the philosophy of language and logic. 
29. Wittgenstein totally admired Freud's work without any reservation. 

30. Wittgenstein supports Freud's claims as to the causal relationship between childhood behaviour and that in adulthood. 
31. Freud's theory on causal relationships enjoys considerable support in spite of Wittgenstein’s objections. 


32, The writer agrees with Wittgenstein that Freud's theory re causal hypotheses is not scientific. 


Questions 33-40 


Complete the text below. Use One Word Only from the passage for each blank space. Write your answers in Boxes 
33-40 on your answer sheet. 


You may use a word once only. 


E Example: The write asks how Freud came to make this 


; рене 


33 ш. sis rentes E 


TIME 


"Feud believed that he Wasi | 
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The life cycle of social wasps begins on a warm day in April, when queens emerge from hibernation 
and select a place for their nest, usually a hole in the ground, in a tree or in our attics, lofts and 
under our eaves, The structure is made from chewed up wood mixed with saliva, which forms a 
grey papery substance. The queen builds a dozen or so hexagonal cells and lays the first of up to 
thirty thousand eggs. The grubs hatch and she feeds them until they pupate. When the new adults, 
or imagines, appear about eight weeks later, the queen continues to lay eggs while her infertile 
daughters continue to build the expanding nest and feed the new larvae. In August males and 
females hatch, bigger and more brightly coloured than the worker ‘caste’. Males, who have slightly 
longer antennae, are stingless, and can be seen in autumn mating with the young queens and 
sipping nectar from ivy, the last plant in Britain to blossom. As the weather gets colder and the 
flowers disappear, the males and the surviving workers die. The old queen perishes too, together 
with the last remaining untended grubs. Heavy November rains finally destroy the nest, although 
in milder climatic conditions colonies are known to last much longer. Having fed well to build up 
their fat reserves for the long hard winter to come, the impregnated queens seek out a suitable 
sheltered spot for hibernation, such as under a fold of bark. 


We must ask those who would be rid of wasps what the world would be like without them. Quite 
simply, there would be far fewer flowers and much less fruit, and also many more flies, mosquitoes 


, and other bugs, for they pollinate the former and favour the latter as baby food. So perhaps we 


should be thankful for these services, even though they come at a slight cost. 


If we leave wasps alone, they will not hurt us. Just as we treat bees with caution and respect, so 
we should deal with wasps. They are fascinating creatures, which really do have the right to exist 
as part of our ecosystem, and besides being attractive, are actually beneficial in more ways than 
one. 


Questions 1-4 


Using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage, answer the questions below. Write your answers in 
Boxes 1—4 on your answer sheet. 


і. To most people, what do wasps not seem to have? 
2. What do people usually do when confronted with insects which have a greater fear of people? 
3. What do several species of wasp give other wasps? 


4. What does the writer want to do as regards the image of wasps? 
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Questions 11-16 


cycle of social wasps. 


Use NO MORE THAN ONE WORD from the passage to complete each blank space in the summary about the life 


Write your answers in Boxes 11 — 16 on your answer sheet. 


The life cycle of social wasps begins on a warm day in April... 


Queens Hi from hibernation. 


each lays the first of up to thirty thousand eggs. 


| 


the 12 hatch. 


{ 


the queen feeds them unti] they pupate. 


Y 


imagines, appear about eight weeks later. 


| 


the gueen's infertile daughters 
build the expanding nest and feed the new 


13 | 


in August, males and females hatch. 


+ 


the males 14 with the young queens. 


+ 


As the weather gets colder, 
the males and the remaining workers die. 


{ 


the old queen 15 


| 


the impregnated queens seek out a suitable spot for 
16 - | 
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H. And much to the chagrin of traditionalists, 
toys have now come on the market which 
teach children to speak and which children 
can then communicate with. The novelty 
apart, this is a rather sinister turn of events. 
It is bad enough for adults to talk to cars 
and computers. But this development is 
much more disturbing. Children may 
develop certain linguistic skills from the 
robotic toy, but will lose out on the 
necessary social and emotional interaction. 
Social de-skilling of this kind will lead to 
untold social problems. 


. or just a dream too far? 


1. Yet, not all the developments are bad. The 
advances taking place in medicine, herald 
a new dawn for the human race. Disease 
will become an irritation rather than the 
bane it is now. Humans will replace body- 


Questions 17-24 


parts as they wear out, with specially grown 
prostheses or electronic paris, whatever is 
in vogue at the time. Certain diseases 
which required huge resources and 
expenditure will be treated by gene therapy. 
Paralysis will become a thing of the past. 
By 2020, the life expectancy for new babies 
will be well over 100 years and more. 
Recently, the ‘immortality’ gene was 
located; so soon the world may be full of 
Methuselahs. 


J. A nightmare scenario perhaps. Not half as 


nightmarish as the future possibility of 
downloading the human mind before the 
body dies. But ! for one do not wish to live 
out eternity as some sort of digital 


‘collectable item. Against the hum of 


machines who will hear my screams? Or 
yours? 


Reading Passage 2 has 10 paragraphs (A-J). Choose the most suitable heading for each paragraph from the List of 
headings below. Write the appropriate numbers (i-xvii) in Boxes 17-24 on your answer sheet. - 


Two of the headings have been done for you as examples. 


NB. There are more headings than paragraphs, so you will not use all of them. 


17. Paragraph B 
18, Paragraph C 
19. Paragraph D 
20. Paragraph E 
21. Paragraph F 
22. Paragraph G 
23. Paragraph H 
24. Paragraph I 


Example: Paragraph J Answer: ҮЙ 7. 
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Reading Passage 3 


You should spend aboüt 20 minutés on Questions 28-40, which are based on Reading Passage 3 below, 


Russian icons 


The ambivalence of the Soviet authorities towards the art and artefacts of the Orthodox Church throughout 
the 50s and 60s is even more apparent in relation to icons. These religious paintings have always held a 
personal spiritual significance for believers in Russia, and some have been the objects of public veneration 
at a local or even national level. Conscious of the need to instil a sense of pride in the richness of 
pre-revolutionary Russian heritage, but wary of allowing religious sentiment to flourish, Soviet art historians 
strove to emphasise the uniqueness of the Russian icon tradition and its central role in the cultural development 
of 12^ to 16^ century Russia, while minimising its Orthodox Christian essence. It was a narrow path to tread. 


One obvious ploy was to detach the icons from their normal setting in churches and cathedrals and display 
them in secular art galleries. This is particularly clear in the case of the Tretyakov Art Gallery in Moscow 
which houses many of the oldest, most beautiful and most venerated icons. Hung on impassive cream walls, 
these wonderful paintings are stripped of their religious significance encouraging the spectator to concentrate 
on their artistic merits. Elsewhere in the gallery hang the mordant social commentaries of nineteenth century 
Russian realist painters such as Repin, Makovsky and Yaroshenko, some of them specifically attacking the 
veniality and corruption of the Russian Orthodox Church, or mocking the superstitious ignorance of the 
Russian peasants. Further on are the paintings of the Soviet era, explicitly socialist, concentrating on human, 
particularly collective human, achievement. The peasants, now liberated from their attachment to religion 
and superstition (the two are synonymous in Soviet parlance), become heroic figures, contributing to the 
socialist future. The inference is not hard to draw: the icons belong to a continuous tradition of Russian 
artistic creativity which emphasises the dignity and universal emotional, intellectual and spiritual integrity 
of man, without reference to an external God. The Soviet authorities, of course, were not content to let 
visitors to the gallery draw this inference for themselves. И was explicitly stated in all the official guidebooks. 


A further development in this separation of icons from their religious context can be seen in the creation of 
the Museum of Iconography in north-west Moscow. Housed in the former Andronikov Monastery, and 
named after the 15" century icon painter Andrei Rublev, the museum contains a representative selection of 
icons mainly from the 15" to the 17" century from various parts of Russia. The paintings are displayed in 
15" century monastic buildings retaining the outward semblance of a church with monks’ living quarters, 
but which have been stripped of all religious purpose. The guidebook stresses the harmonious lines of the 
museum buildings as if the original architects had designed them with that future purpose in mind. 


Icons depicting the Virgin and Child lent themselves easily to appropriation by the secularising art historians. 
The Virgin is no longer the Mother of God, but a symbol of human motherhood, her sorrowing face no 
longer a foreboding of the death of her son on the cross, but an expression of universal maternal tenderness 
and pity. Icons of saints of the early eastern and Russian churches, such as St.Nicholas, Sts. Cosmas and 
Damian, and St. Sergius of Radonezh are similarly described in terms of their civilising influence, the 
humanitarian acts they performed or the role they played in the early development of a Russian national 
identity. Some of these saints were martyrs, dying for their faith, and so become symbols of Russian stoicism 
and steadfastness in the face of the invader. But icons of a more abstract or mystical nature, particularly 
those depicting the Holy Trinity, presented a more intractable interpretative problem. 


In the Bible, the Holy Trinity is described as appearing to Abraham and his wife Sarah in the form of three 
angels. Icons of the Three Angels of the Trinity are to be found dating from the late 14% century onward, 
though few survive from this early period. The angels are normally depicted seated in repose, gesturing 
towards mystical symbols of divinity. They do not lend themselves to humanistic interpretation, but the 
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36. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage? 


A The icons in the Museum of Iconography come from different parts of Russia 
B The Museum of Iconography contains only religious paintings from the 15* and 17º centuries 
C The Museum of Iconography is the premier museum in the world for Russian icons 
D The former Andonikov Monastery was destroyed to build the Museum of Iconography 
37. The guidebooks for the Museum of Iconography ... 
A sing the praises of the original architects of the monastic complex 
B point out the importance of the 15% century icons 


C minimise the the religious significance of the monastery buildings 
D stress the religious significance of the monastery buildings 


Questions 38-40 

Complete the sentences below. Use NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each blank space. 
Write your answers in Boxes 38 — 40 on your answer sheet. 

38. To secularising art historians, the Virgin was symbolic of 

39. The Three Angels of the Holy Trinity are not easily open to 


40. The artist of what is considered the most beautiful ‘Trinity’ icon in the world is celebrated by Soviet art historians 
asa 
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14. Answer: Yes. The answer is at the end of paragraph D: leaving the safety of one's own thought patterns is very 


15. 


much akin to madness; akin to = like. 


Answer: Yes. The answer is in the latter half of paragraph E. 


Reading Passage 2 


Questions 16-19 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


Answer: B, The answer is in the second sentence of paragraph 1: we crave security. 


Answer: B. The answer is in paragraph 2. The key word is increasingly = becoming. A, C and D are all mentioned in the 
paragraph, but not in the correct context. 


Answer: A. The answer is in the first sentence of paragraph 2: now do not. B is the opposite and C and D are just phrases lifted 
from the text. 


Answer: D. The answer is in paragraph 3, the key phrase is bar entry to the uninitiated, which the answer paraphrases. A is 
incorrect, because only some access is not allowed. B is not true, because it is the working space that is compartmentalised, not 
the user, and C is not correct, because ‘traps’ are not the same as ‘trappings’ 


Questions 20—27 


Before you start looking in the text for the words to complete the blank spaces, you should read the summary through quickly to get 
an idea of the overall meaning. As you read, you should work out what kind of word you need to find in each case. For example, does 
the blank require a verb in the imperative form, a noun, an adjective or an adverb? You should also think of words that could fill the 
blanks so that when you look at the original passage the answers will come to you more easily. 


20. 


21. 


25. 


26. 


Answer: solved. Although the word combat appears in the original, it does not fit here grammatically. The past participle is 
needed. Note overcame is the Simple Past, not the Past Participle. 


Answer: computers. The plural is needed here. 


. Answer: other people. 


. Answer: cut-off. The word isolating does not fit grammatically. You need an adjective made from the past participle of the 


verb. Compare 20 above, 


. Answer: team-work. 


Answer: decrease in. 


Answer: team-work. As it says in the instructions, you may use a word or phrase more than once. 


. Answer: just the same way as. The answer is obviously not similar or no different from. 
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Key to Test 2 


Questions 1-8. 


v 


Answer: iv. The paragraph is about the link between tea and hospitality. The answer is not iii, because the paragraph is about 
the continuing tradition of the past; it is not limited to Britain and China. It is tempting to put vii as the answer, but, if you look 
at the text, you will see that the information relating to this heading is between commas. It is additional information and can 
easily be removed. You can compare it to a non-defining relative clause. So it is not central to the meaning of the whole 
paragraph. Moreover, the passage states in many parts of the world, not in all, For more information on paragraph headings, see 
A book for IELTS by McCarter, Easton & Ash. 


Answer: viii. The heading here should be fairly obvious. 
Answer: i. The paragraph deals with the various ways in which tea has been drunk. The answer is not у; see paragraph Н, 
where the whole paragraph deals with milk in relation to tea drinking. Compare the answer to Paragraph A for background/ 


foreground information. 


Answer: x. The paragraph is about the cost of tea, in financial terms. The paragraph sets the scene, showing that tea is for the 
middle classes, but when the price falls the poor start drinking it. The answer is not xi, as value has a different meaning. 


Answer: ii. The theme of the paragraph is the fact that most religious groups do not object to tea drinking, i.e. few do. The 
answer is not vi, as this does not reflect the theme of the paragraph. It is again subsidiary or background information, So it is 
important for you to see how the pieces of information in a paragraph relate to each other. A plan of the paragraph is as follows: 
Foreground Background 
Few objections to tea drinking 

In Islamic cultures no objection 

Tea/coffee versus alcohol 
Seventh-Day Adventists/caffeine frowned upon 
Note how the points in italics give background information to the main point in the text. It is sometimes difficult for students to 
make the distinction between these two types of information. The example of the Islamic cultures supports the point of there 
being no objections. The second piece of background information develops this further comparing tea/coffee with alcohol, The 
paragraph then comes back to the central issue of there being few objections, by giving the example of a group who object to 


tea, Use this mechanism to look at the other paragraphs here and elsewhere. 


Answer: xii. This paragraph focuses on tea drinking in Africa. The answer is not ix, as the origin of the tea itself is not said to 
be African. 


Answer: v. The paragraph is about the importance of the addition of milk to tea in many parts of the world. Compare paragraph 
C. Heading xii would not be right here, as it describes only part of the paragraph. 


Answer: iii. See the answer for paragraph A. 


© Sam McCarter & Judith Ash 119 


IELTS Reading Tests 


23. Answer: burnt down/abandoned. The answers are at end of paragraph 3. Both answers are correct. 


24, Answer: owned. The answer is in the first sentence of paragraph 4, You need to change the word ownership to a verb to fit the 
grammar here. 


25. Answer: two/two brick. The answer is in the first sentence of paragraph 4. 


26. Answer: each one/each/each cottage. The answer is in paragraph 4, The last phrase is possible, but it does involve repetition 
of the word cottage. 


27. Answer: remained/survived. The first answer is in the last sentence of the penultimate paragraph. The latter word occurs 
elsewhere in the text. 


28. Answer: gravel works. The answer is in the last paragraph. Note this phrase is an adjective here. Note that you cannot add the 
word newly-opened. In the reading passage the word describes the word works, but in the exercise it would describe the word 


manager! 


29. Answer: one dwelling, The answer is in the last paragraph. Note that there were two cottages. Each cottage had two families, 
i.e. two dwellings, One cottage was destroyed leaving one cottage with two dwellings, which the manager converted into a 
cottage with one dwelling. Note you cannot have the word one on its own. 


Reading Passage 3 


Questions 30-32 


30. Answer: В. The answer is in paragraph 1. The passage states that Haydn composed the London symphony for London, but not 
where he composed it. 


31. Answer: В. The answer is in the first paragraph. A is incorrect, because some were written in the following century. C is not 
| “right, because the last sentence of the paragraph says the opposite, and D is incorrect, because only the oratorios and masses 
| were full of religious feeling. 

32. Answer: D. The answer is in paragraph 3, the first sentence and later in paragraph 5 where he talks about Opus 77. A is 


incorrect, because they were the result not the cause of a spiritual crisis. B is incorrect, because this phrase describes a musical 
form and is not complete — in paragraph 2. C is not right, because it doesn’t make sense. 


Questions 33-37 
33. Answer: tense (not long-breathed). See sentence 2 of paragraph 3 for the comparison. 
34. Answer: Unlike (not like). See the comparison in paragraph 3, the key phrase being far from. 
a 35. Answer: more (not less). See paragraph 4. 
| 36. Answer: quieter (not subdued). As in 35, be wary of paraphrased comparisons. 


37. Answer: Conversely (not similarly). see paragraph 4. 
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Questions 10 — 14 
ШЕ. 10. Answer: Not Given. The text does not say anything about this. 


11. Answer: Yes. The answer is in paragraph 8. 


12. Answer: Yes. The answer is in the first sentence of the penultimate paragraph. 


13. Answer: Not Given. The answer is in the penultimate paragraph. The text does not tell us what the writer believes about 
Nostradamus's predictions or those of the other prophets either. 


4. Answer: No. The answer is in the last sentence. The word sanguine means hopeful. 


Questions 15-22 


15. Answer: glamour. The answer is in the first sentence of the second paragraph. 
1 16. Answer: research. The answer is in the second paragraph towards the end. 


17. Answer: editing process. The answer is in paragraph 3, the fourth sentence. The phrase first draft does not fit here, as the 
sentence would not then reflect the meaning of the passage. Nor is the word writing correct for the same reason. And it would 
not fit the grammar of the summary; the article the in the summary would have to be omitted, as the writer is talking about all 
writers writing not specifically himself, i 


18. Answer: summary. The answer is at the end of the fourth paragraph. Note the word summary is a synonym for synopsis/ 
outline. 


| 19. Answer: readers. At the start of the sixth paragraph it says that readers (not publishers) vet books. 
20. Answer: Alterations. The answer is in the sixth paragraph. 


21. Answer: writing. The answer is in the last paragraph. The word publishing is not correct, because the writer is talking about 
writing throughout the passage: publishing comes afterwards, 


m 
19 


Answer: ups and downs. The answer is in the last paragraph. Note the word roller-coaster is not possible here. It does not 


make sense. The word does not carry the meaning of the latter part of the last sentence on its own. Nor is it grammatically 
possible: the summary has a plural verb and the word roller-coaster is singular. 


Questions 23 and 24 | 


nN 
D 


‚ Answer: A. The answer is a paraphrase of the last sentence of paragraph 2: Sometimes, instinct takes the place of market | 
research .... B is the opposite. As for C, the text does not say whether it is essential. D is not correct, because the text says 
И sometimes-therefore, note the word can in A. 


| 24. Answer: D. The answer is a paraphrase of the penultimate sentence of the third paragraph. A is not correct, because although | 
| the text says that a passage may end up nothing remotely like the original, the writer does not say that this is a problem. B is not 
| possible, because the writer does not say the use is unfortunate; һе is expressing an opinion, when he says unfortunately. C is 

incorrect, because the problem is not a luxury. 


123 
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KEY to Test 4 


Questions 1-3 : 


1. Answer: vi. The answer is in paragraph 3. The answer is not v, because there is no mention of when the HMI was created. 


Mm 


Answer: iii. The answer is in the fourth paragraph. Note that vii is not possible, because the passage says the report was 
seminal, i.e. important/influential. | 


3. Answer: i. The answer is in paragraph 4. 


Questions 4 — 8 


4. Answer: endangering their job. The answer is in the first paragraph. The sentence is a paraphrase of the first sentence of the 
text. 


5. Answer: [mainly] liberal. The answer is at the beginning of the last sentence of the first paragraph. 


6. Answer: widen/widening participation. The answer is in the second paragraph. Note that the gerund can be changed to the 


infinitive. 
7. Answer: academic staff's explanations. The answer is in the second sentence of the third paragraph. 


8. Answer: reduction of taxes/tax reduction. The answer is in the first sentence of the fourth paragraph. The verb phrase in the 
passage needs to be changed into a noun phrase to fit the sentence given. 


Questions 9 — 14 


9. Answer: C. The answer is in the fourth paragraph. A is incorrect, as this was not what the report did. B is not right, as the report 
did not give the money, and D is incomplete. 


10. Answer: C. The answer is in paragraph 4. A is not right, because the money is not given to the student (it is given to the college 
for the student). B is incorrect, because it was the further education that became quasi-independent, not the principles, and D is 
not possible, as the text does not say this. 


LL. Answer: A. The answer can be found in the first sentence of the fifth paragraph. The phrase to reduce the student drop-out rate 
is a paraphrase of to improve retention. It is important to look out for ways in which sections of the text are paraphrased in the 
various types of questions. B, C and D are incorrect, because all three contain phrases lifted from the text, but used here in the 
wrong context. 


12. Answer: A. The answer can be found in the second sentence of the fifth paragraph. Note that the sentence gives three complexities, 
which hinder the reducing of drop-out rates. B is not mentioned in the text, nor is C. The first element of D is correct, but the 
second one is nonsensical. 


13. Answer: D. The answer is in the second half of the fifth paragraph. The last sentence gives the answer, i.e. something other than 
data. A and B are not stated, and C is incomplete. 


14. Answer: B. The answer is in the final paragraph, and is a summary of the examples given. A is a phrase lifted from the text and 
(ds part of two ideas — note the comma in the text. C is incorrect, because the passage refers to raising the students’ expectations, 
not those of the college. D is not correct, because Martinez outlined the strategies, so Martinez s summary included the strategies, 

and not the other way round. 
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Reading Passage 3 


Questions 28 — 30 


28. 


Answer: vi, The answer is in the third paragraph in the first sentence. iis incorrect, because it was an anthropologist friend of 
Koestler who said this. ii is not correct, because Koestler was talking about his friends rather than immigrants in general; and v 
is not stated as a general principle. 


29. Answer: fi. The answer is in paragraph 3, in the last sentence. vi is incorrect, because Fishberg was talking about immigrants in 
general, not his friends. , 

30. Answer: iv, The answer can be found in the fourth paragraph, in the second sentence. iii is incorrect, because Emerson says this 
is a mistaken impression. 

Questions 31 — 36 

31. Answer: Not Given. The text does not mention anything about this statement. 

32. Answer: No. The answer can be found in paragraph 4, in the last sentence: a completely different and no less important issue, 
which means, in effect, equally important. 

33. Answer: Yes. The answer is in the second sentence of paragraph 5. The word these refers back to speech organs. 

34. Answer: Not Given. The answer is in the same place as question 33. The passage says that practice is needed to learn new 
phonemes, but does not mention whether or not they are difficult to learn. 

35. Answer: Yes. The answer is at the end of paragraph 5. The words parody and mock are synonyms of make fun of. 

36. Answer: Not Given. The text does not mention anything about this statement. 


Questions 37 — 40 


37, 


38. 


40. 


Answer: D. The answer is in paragraph 7, and is a paraphrase of help their students acquire the distinctive sound of the target 
pronunciation, F is incorrect, as it is incomplete. 


Answer: A. This answer can also be found in the seventh paragraph. A mental aid is said to be employed i.e. used. Lis incorrect, 
because the cause and effect are the wrong way round. H is not correct, because there is no mention of which of the two accents 


is easier. 


. Answer: E. The answer is in the first part of the last paragraph. B is incorrect, because it is the answer to the question that is said 


to be irrelevant. 


Answer: G. The answer is in the second part of the last paragraph. C is incorrect. because it is not pronunciation that is worth 
investigating, but the link between pronunciation and physiognomy. 
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Reading Passage 2 


Questions 15 — 21 


5. Answer: vi. The paragraph is about the fact that there are two distinct superorders in the classification of Reptilia. Note heading 
ili is incorrect; the idea being that they are not terrible lizards. Look at the word although at the start of the paragraph, 

6. Answer: xi. The paragraph talks about the origins of both lepidosaurs and archosaurs, in the Triassic period, Heading ix is 
therefore incorrect, as this covers only part of the content of the paragraph. 

7. Answer: xiii. Heading i is incorrect, as this is a reference only to a detail in the paragraph. 

8. Answer: vii. The second sentence of the paragraph is the topic sentence, which gives the theme of the paragraph. You also need 
to look at the end of the paragraph for the word unique. Heading ii is incorrect, as the paragraph is talking about features which 
distinguish dinosaurs from other animals and other archosaurs. 

9. Answer: iv. The answer is in the first two sentences of the paragraph, which the rest of the paragraph expands upon. Heading 
xii is incorrect, as this heading covers only part of the paragraph. 

20, Answer: у. The paragraph deals with the suborders of Saurischia. 

21. Answer: viii. The answer is in the first sentence of the paragraph. 

Questions 22 — 24 

22, Answer: skeletal anatomy. The answer is in paragraph A. Note how the information is presented in a different order in the 


23. 


paragraph. Note how the text as a whole hangs around this key phrase. 


Answer: eosuchians. The answer is in the last sentence of paragraph B. Note, again, how the order of the information has been 
changed, but the meaning of the sentence is the same. 


. Answer: two long bones. The answer is in the second half of paragraph C. The use of the colon is important here. The answer 


therefore needs to be an explanation of the word vomers. It is important to check the word limit, not all of the information about 
vomers in the passage can be included here. 


Questions 25 — 28 


25. 


26. 


Answer: B. The answer is at the end of paragraph D. E is incorrect as this refers to lizards, and not to dinosaurs. See the middle 
of paragraph D. 


Answer: G. The answer is in the third sentence of paragraph E: All dinosaurs had a pelvic girdle with each side comprised of 
three bones. (i.e six bones). The answer is not A, because in the first sentence it says that dinosaurs are divided into two orders, 
and in paragraph F that Saurischia was divided into two suborders, but, in paragraph G, Ornithischia into three suborders. 


- Answer: H The answer can be found in paragraph F. lt is important to note the word unlike in the first part of the sentence. C 


is incorrect, because both could be heavy. 


28. Answer: F. The answer is in paragraph G. The first part of the sentence refers to the ornithopods, the second part to the 


thyreophorans. D is incorrect, because this phrase refers to the dinosaurs mentioned in the first part of the sentence, not the 
second. 
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Key to Test 6 


Reading Passage 1 


Questions 1-10 


Remember to read the summary through quickly to get an idea of the overall meaning in the text. Then complete the blank spaces. 
Look at the Key for the second Reading Passage in Test 1. 


Answer: Imagine, 


2. Answer: citizen. 

3. Answer: crocodile. 

4. Answer: obelisk. 

5. Answer: obelisk. Remember that the instructions said that you could use a word more than once and this is it. Note that the 

| word features is a verb. Therefore, a noun as a subject is reguired here. 
| 

6. Answer: Pharaoh. 

| 7. Answer: uprising. 
8. Answer: mind/minds. 
| 
| 9. Answer: propaganda. 
10. Answer: subtle. If you read the gap-filling exercise, without looking at the passage, you may come up with the adjective good, 
| but the word good is not in the passage. Still this should help you to find the answer, as you read the text. 
, Questions 11 ~ 14 
: il. Answer: D. The answer is in paragraph 5: propaganda is simply a process of persuasion. 

12. Answer: D. The answer is in paragraph 5, in the last sentence. You have to be careful here as the inclination for most people is 
to put C as the answer. However, the writer is talking about the time before 1914. Compare the use of the present simple when 
you describe the graph in Task 1 of the writing Test: The graph shows..., From 1950 to 1960 sales rise... In the latter case the 
present simple is used to describe the past! You could in the latter case use the simple past. Also look at newspaper headlines. 
Note also the first sentence of the next paragraph: /t is unlikely ... that propaganda will ever be rehabilitated as a neutral 
concept (i.e. as it was before 1914). 

13. Answer: A. The answer is in paragraph 7. Note that B and C are the opposite of the answer and D is obviously nonsense. 

14. Answer: B. The answer is in the last sentence of the last paragraph. The expression to be had means to be deceived. Note that 


the public knows the deception is happening and agrees to it: but we don't know if they are happy about it. 
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Reading Passage 3 


Questions 29-33 


29. Answer: C. 
30. Answer: E. 
31. Answer: B. 
32. Answer: D. 


33. Answer: À. 


Questions 34-37 


34, Answer: Not Given. The answer is in paragraph 5. Scan the text for the name and the date. We have only information about 
people living in the castle before 1639, The text mentions the castle fell into a state of disrepair, but nothing about people living 
there. Note the double negative in the statement. 

35. Answer: Yes, The answer is in the last sentence of paragraph 5: ... it is redolent of another age, another dream, 


36. Answer: Yes. The answer is in the first sentence of paragraph 6: ... 1500-odd men means more than 1500. 


37. Answer: Yes. The answer is in the first sentence of paragraph 7: Someone once said ... But it is certainly well worth a visit. 


Questions 38-40 


38. Answer: A. The answer is in the latter half of paragraph 7. It is a summary of the feelings described in this part of the text. B and 
D are basically the same and so neither of them can be the answer! Alternative C is obviously wrong. 


39. Answer: B. 


40. Answer: D. Alternatives A and B reflect only part of the text. As for C, the direction of the journey is West to East! 
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Questions 9 — 14 


9. Answer: Yes. Theanswer is in paragraph A. 

10. Answer: Yes. The answer is in paragraph B. Note the phrase prior to, which means before. 

1. Answer: No. The answer is in paragraph C; in the latter half of the first sentence. Note how the word should 
indicates Wytze's opinion, not the writer's. 

12. Answer: Not Given. Look at the information in paragraphs E and F. 

3. Answer: Yes. The answer is in paragraph H. Note that Lotte worked in Amsterdam only during part of the 60s and 
705. 

4. Answer: No. The answer is in paragraph 1. 


Ouestion 15 


5. Answer: A. The answer here is fairly obvious. 
Reading Passage 2 


Ouestions 16 — 20 


16. Answer: i. Heading x is not a suitable answer. It has just been lifted from the introductory sentence of the paragraph. Be careful 
with relying on reading just the first and the last sentences of paragraphs. 


17. Answer: vi. 
18. Answers: iv. Heading ii does not work, as it relates only to one piece of information in the paragraph. 
19. Answer: viii. Heading vii is not correct, because it again relates to one detail in the paragraph. 


20. Answer: ix. Heading v relates only to a detail in the paragraph. 


Questions 21 — 27 


21 Answer: Yes. The answer is in the latter half of paragraph A. 

22. Auswer: Yes. The answer is in paragraph B and the rest of the passage after that. Note how the statement in the exercise is very 
wide, i.e, general. It covers/paraphrases the meaning in the paragraph: ... something momentous had occurred ..... to wipe out 
party ideology, i.e. it affected it. 

23. Answer: Yes. The answer is in the first sentence of paragraph C. 

24. Answer: Not Given. The answer is in paragraph E. The text does not say anything about the Independent Whigs having large 
country estates. We can work out that most owned Jand, invariably country gentlemen, but we know nothing about the estates 
themselves. Note incidentally that the exercise says all as opposed to invariably country gentlemen, i.e. most. However, we are 
looking at the whole statement not part of it, so the answer cannot be No. 

25. Answer: Yes. The answer is at the end of paragraph E. 


26. Answer: No. The answer is in paragraph F. 


27. Answer: Not Given. See the end of paragraph F. We do not know if Harris's analysis was used by Namier to support his views. 
We only know the results of Harris's analysis. 
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Key to Test 8 
Reading Passage 1 


Questions 1 — 6 


1. Answer: No. The answer is in paragraph 1. The answer is at the end of the second sentence: ... ‚апа most recently, and its first 
excursion this century outside the literature of the Museum, in Christopher Hibbert’s new biography of George Ш. 


2. Answer: Yes. The answer is in the last sentence of paragraph 2. The writer points out the review was anonymous when 
published and then gives the name of the person who wrote it, 


3, Answer: Yes. The answer is in the last sentence of paragraph 2. See number 2. 
4. Answer: Yes. The answer is in paragraph 3. 
5. Answer: No. The answer is in paragraph 2. Note that Murray is the publisher. The book was written by Richard Ford. 


6. Answer: Not Given. The text does not give any indication about the amount of money involved. 


Questions 7 ~ 10 

7. Answer: King’s library. The answer is in paragraph 4. Note the answer is not Notes & Queries. 
8. Answer: munificent gift. The answer is in paragraph 4. 

9. Answer: absolutely unfounded. The answer is in paragraph 6. i 


10. Answer: involved in the plan. The answer is in paragraph 7. 


Questions 11 — 14 
11. Answer: C. The answer is at the beginning of paragraph 8. 


12. Answer: C. The answer is in paragraph 8 in the part of the text that is inside the parenthesis at the end: a suggestion ... that is 
«+ Supported by .... 


13. Answer: B. The answer is in the first sentence of the last paragraph. Note the word obscure means unclear. 


14. Answer: A. The answer is in second sentence of the last paragraph. Note that the word veteran does not mean old here, but that 
Coker had been a politician for a long time. 
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Questions 32—40 


32. Answer: boon. The answer is in paragraph 2. 


33. Answer: marginalised. The answer is in paragraph 3. The word peripheral (in the fifth sentence in the third paragraph) cannot 
be used here, because the classics are not attacked for being so. 


34. Answer: elitist. The answer is in paragraph 3, in the last sentence. 

35. Answer: damned. The answer is in the first sentence of paragraph 4. Note that the word tainted does not fit here. 

36, Answer: irrelevant, The answer is in the first sentence of paragraph 4. 

37. Answer: professional. The answer is in paragraph 4. 

38. meas 'The T is in the last sentence of paragraph 4. 

39. Answer: relevant/pertinent. The first answer is in the last sentence of paragraph 4. The word pertinent is in paragraph 5. 


40, Answer: lost. The answer is in paragraph 7. 
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13. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


Answer: xii. Paragraph D covers the failings of MCQs. It is very similar to Paragraphs B and C in this respect. It does not give 
the theory behind MCQs, so heading ii is not possible. 


Answer: xiv. The distracter here is heading x. Note that the first sentence is only the introduction to the paragraph. Beware of 
just looking at first and last sentences to work out headings! 


Answer: i, The distracter here is heading vi. The paragraph does not mention anything about a need for computer assessment. 
Answer: ix. This should pose no problems. 


Answer: vii. Heading v is not suitable, because it talks about psychometric testing in the future, not about misuse of testing in 
schools. 


Answer: viii, 


Questions 19 — 23 


19. Answer: an obsession/rather an obsession. The answer is in the first paragraph. The word obsession indicates the writer's 
negative attitude towards testing which is indicated throughout the passage. See number 11 above. 

20. Answer: the United States. The answer is in the first sentence of paragraph В. 

21. Answer: the better-off/better-off children/middle-class children. The first answer is in the first sentence of paragraph. C. 
The second answer is in the second sentence of paragraph. C. Note the answer is not poor students, which is found at the 
beginning of the second paragraph. The tests only claim to help such students; the writer docs not say that they do so. Note the 
word limit. 

22. Answer: [the] convenience. The answer is in the last sentence of paragraph F. 

23. Answer: the workplace. The answer is in the first sentence of paragraph G. 

Questions 24 — 26 

24. Answer: No. The answer ís in the last sentence of paragraph G. 

25. Answer: Not Given. The text does not say anything about the information in this statement. 

26. Answer: Yes, There is evidence throughout the passage. For example, look at 11 and 19 above. 

Reading Passage 3 


Questions 27-32 


Answer: Not Given. The first sentence of the first paragraph tells us that Wittgenstein has been regarded as one of 
the major philosophers ..... The text does not tell us whether Wittgenstein was a moral philosopher or not. 


Answer: Yes. The answer is in paragraph 1. 


Answer: No. The answer is in paragraph 2: Wittgenstein is both highly critical and at the same time greatly 
admiring ... . Therefore, his admiration is not total. 
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Key to Test 10 


Reading Passage 1 


Questions 1—4 


Answer; redeeming features. The answer is in the first sentence of the second paragraph. Note that the word no is not needed 
in the answer. 


Answer: overreact/ they overreact/tend to overreact. The answer is in the fourth sentence of the second paragraph. 
Answer: a bad name. The answer is in the first sentence of the third paragraph. 


Answer: redress the balance. The answer is in the fourth paragraph. 


Questions 5 — 10 


The answers for this section are found in the fifth and sixth paragraphs. 


5. 


Answer: order/insect order, 


_Answer: problem(s). 


Answer: pest control/control. Note you cannot put the word natural here as you would then exceed the word limit. The phrase 
natural control programmes would not work either. The second answer is possible, but not is not as good as the first one. 


` Answer: queen/single queen. 


Answer: aggressive. 


10. Answer: defensive. 


Questions 11 — 16 


The answers for this section are found in the seventh paragraph. 


11. Answer: emerge. 


12. Answer: grubs/eggs. 


13 Answer: larvae. 


14. Answer: mate. 


15. Answer: perishes/dies. 


16. Answer: hibernation. 
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Questions 34-37 


34, 


35. 


36. 


37. 


Answer: C. The answer may be found in the second paragraph. You need to check the whole paragraph. A and В are obviously 
wrong, as the Gallery contains a range of different types of paintings (compare this question with number 31 above), which 
come from different periods. As for D, there is no mention of this in the text. 

Answer: A. The answer may be found in the second paragraph. Compare this question with 30. The answer to this question 
gives a specific example of the general idea of the article as expressed in number 30. B is not correct, because the passage does 
not say this as regards the Gallery — remember that the removal of the icons to the Gallery was done to minimise the religious 
aspect of the icons. C is not correct, because it is the direct opposite. Alternative D is not mentioned in the passage. 


Answer: A. The answer may be found at the end of the second sentence in the third paragraph. The text says icons mainly from 
the 15" to the 17" century, so B cannot be true. As for C, the passage does not say anything about this, If you look at the last 
sentence of the third paragraph you can see that the monastery building was not destroyed, so D is wrong. 


Answer: C. The answer may be found in the last sentence of the third paragraph. Note that A is not the correct 
answer, as the original architects are not praised. Alternatives B and D are obviously wrong. 


Questions 38-40 


38. 


39. 
40. 


Answer: human motherhood. The answer is in the second sentence of the penultimate paragraph. Note the 
answer is not Mother of God. 


Answer: humanistic interpretation. The answer is found in the fourth sentence of the last paragraph. 


Answer: hero. The answer is in the last sentence of the last paragraph. 
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Preface 


This book is for students preparing for the Writing Test in the Academic Module of the International English 
Language Testing System (IELTS), which is administered by the British Council, the University of Cambridge 
Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES) and IELTS Australia. 


The book is aimed at those candidates aiming to achieve a Band Score of 6 or more in the Academic Writing 
component in IELTS. The book contains six sections: Section 1: Writing Practice for Task 1; Section 2: 
Writing Practice for Task 2; Section 3: Checking and Editing; Section 4: Practice Writing Tests; a Key; and 
an Appendix. 


All the graphs and the texts in this publication have been created by the author with the exception of the 
drawings in Section 1 Exercise 20. i 


'The spelling in the book is British English. 
All of the names in the publication are fictitious. 


The book may be used as a supplement to A Book for IELTS by McCarter, Easton & Ash, IELTS Reading 
Tests by McCarter & Ash, а book on writing by Sam McCarter, or as a supplement to a course book, or for 
self-study. 


So that you may repeat the exercises in this book, I would advise you to avoid marking the text. 


Sam McCarter 
June 2002 
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Intreduction 


The IELTS Academic Writing Section 


‘The academic writing test in the IELTS exam lasts fof'60 minutes. 


The writing test contains two compulsory tasks, namely Task 1 and Task 2. In Task 1, you are asked to 
describe graphs, bar charts, pie charts and diagrams and in Task 2 you are given an essay title on a fairly 
general subject. 


Task 1 assesses your ability to analyse data objectively without giving an opinion, whereas Task 2 usually 
requires a subjective piece of writing on a fairly general topic. In addition, it is worth noting that the exam is 
not testing knowledge of English language, but rather competence in using English. In other words, it is not 
testing memory. Awareness of this might help reduce some of the problems that many candidates have in the 
IELTS exam. 


Word length and timing 


In the exam, the minimum word limit for Task 1 is 150 words and you are advised to spend 20 minutes on 
this part of the test. For Task 2, the minimum word limit is 250 words, on which you are advised to spend 40 
minutes. In both Tasks, there is no upper word limit. 


Candidates frequently exceed the minimum amounts by a very wide margin, which creates several problems. 
Rather than concentrating on producing a good essay, candidates write beyond what is necessary, thinking 
that they will gain extra marks by writing more. This is usually not the case. 


It is very important that you aim for the respective word limits, and perhaps write just a little more. You 
could write between 150 and 180 words for Task 1 and 250 and 300 for Task 2. While practising for the 
IELTS exam count the number of words you write per line and then work out how many lines you need to 
reach the 150/250 word limits. It may surprise you how little you have to write! You could draw a line to 
mark the word limits when you are writing your homework. This will help train you to keep to the limits and 
help you to focus on where you are going and what you are aiming for. 


One important reason for writing just a little more than the word limit is to give yourself enough time to 
check your work for mistakes. 


Task 1 or Task 2 first? Students frequently ask whether they should do Task 1 first or Task 2. This obviously, 
depends on the individual. It is probably wise, however, to do the shorter task first as then you have the 
satisfaction of having completed one task. 


Note that the value of the marks given to each Task is reflected in the time. Task 2 carries twice the number 
of marks as Task 1. 


Note also that you cannot go below the word limits as this will probably affect your score band. 
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Aim of the publication 


The aim of this book is to help make students flexible and competent in their writing so that they can write 
on any subject in the exam. There are many texts in the book, both essays and paragraphs, but rather than 
learn these by heart it is better if you can learn the mechanisms, so you can apply them in any situation. 


Contents of the book 


Section 1 contains 20 practice exercises for Task 1, which aim to make you more flexible when you are 
writing under pressure. Section 2 contains 25 exercises aimed at increasing your flexibility in writing for 
Task 2, focusing first on connections within the sentence, then between sentences and then in a paragraph. 
Section 3 contains a number of exercises on checking and editing. These are skills often neglected by candidates 
in the exam. Of the 20 minutes for Task 1 and the 40 minutes for task 2, you should be leave yourself two or 
three minutes in each task to check and edit your work. This is one reason why you should not write above 
150/250 words. 


The fourth section contains IO practice writing tests, some of which have sample answers in the Key. In 
some cases, there are several sample answers for a task with different possible scores. 


The last Section contains the Key and the Appendix contains an example of the answer sheet which is used 
in the exam. 


Model and sample answers for the Writing Tests 


Many students preparing for the IELTS examination learn model or sample answers by heart. They then go 
into the exam and either re-produce these answers, usually with lots of mistake, or they try to fit them into 
their essays. Some students learn, for example, a model about technology and then try to fit it into a similar, 
but different question in the exam; or do not even bother to try to fit it in, they just regurgitate it. Unfortunately, 
with the mistakes and the fact that the answer does not quite fit, candidates end up with a score lower than 
they are capable of achieving. 


It is better to learn the mechanisms that will increase your competence and flexibility in writing and use the 
models or samples as standards against which you can measure your own writing. 
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Section 1 


Writing Practice for Task 1 


© Sam McCarter 


uk КЕРЕН ЕЕЕ LL. уе piste pa ЛЕ eS ш sre feas & ВОЧ ——— St hn a dl н Ен. 


Academic Writing Practice for IELTS 


CONTENTS 

А : Page 
Section 1 Writing practice for Task 1 
1. Language for егар... ннан —————— 14 
2. Graph jumble ........ sese ME TEE 16 
3. Missing data entente nnne ннннененнененениненененөненн не NERIS ECT 18 
4, Interpretation questionnaire ses ОТЕРА 20 
5. Which month? E ——————— 22 
6. Comparison - no trends 
7. Looking at data with more complex presentation sn 26 
8.  Labelthe diagram 
9. Following the chart... 29 
10. Building flexibility 
TE, Projection in the past E —————— ÁÁÓÁ ННН 32 
12. Compare and contrast .... 
13. Pie charts ennemies 35 
14. Language jigsaw —————— нИИИННИИИН НИНИН НАННЯ 37 
15. Prediction choices ARR ————— EQ 39 
16. Something wrong with the prediction se 41 
17. Guided writing | 
18. Describe the changes sense 44 
19. Atable 
20. Processing information... 47 


© Sam McCarter 13 


ficademic Writing Practice for IELTS 


Exercise 1: language for graphs 

This exercise focuses on some basic language, which you need to describe graphs. Look at the graph 
below, which shows the number of visitors to Tabard Towers Theme Park each month last year. Following 
the graph, there are 15 statements about the data. Decide which sentences are true or false according to the 
diagram. More than one sentence may describe the same data. 


Note that the sentences are not in any particular order and that they do not form a full text. 


Tabard Towers Theme Park 


160 


140 
120 ) IN A 
100 eh SS | 


isitors 


'000s of v 
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Exercise 2: graph jumble 


This exercise gives you more practice with basic language for graphs. Read the text below carefully. Then look at the 
10 mini line graphs A — J and decide the sequence of the graphs. Note that there are 11 mini graphs in the sequence 
and that there is one mini graph which you will not use. You may use any graph more than once. The first graph in 
the sequence is A. Ё 


Тех 


100 
0 
B D 
500 
450 
400 400 
350 
300 
"M 250 
T 200 
150 
100 
100 
50 
o 0 
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Exercise 3: missing data 


In order to understand how to interpret data in a graph or chart, you need to be able to interact with the 
diagram. The exercise with the bar chart below will help you to do so. 


The bar chart below shows the number of houses built per decade in two neighbouring towns, Farkletown 
and Newtown, during the last century. Look at the chart and then study the text which follows. Some 


information (A-S) has been left out of the text. Can you add it in the correct place? You may use each item 
once only. 


Examples: 1. C 2.0 


The number of houses built per decade in the towns of 
Farkletown and Newtown over the last century 


Newtown CiFarkletown 


Number of Houses 


1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 
Decades 


"————— a A SR M A CC M e a LL rT E RR ET 
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Missing information 


The bar chart shows the number of houses built per decade in two villages, Farkletown and 


Newtown, in the last century. 


Overall, the number of houses that were erected in Farkletown exceeded the quantity 


constructed in Newtown. The trend for the former was decidedly upwards, with Farkletown 


experiencing a steady rise from | 1 in the first 2. of the century, to 
just under 120 during the Thirties. ..3. , new house construction in Farkletown 
remained constant at just under_. 4 .Thisisin sharp contrast to 5__ of 
the century when the number of houses that wentup in Farkletown leapt, first to б 
апа then to des 
House building in Newtown, by comparison, was much more 8. In the 
9 of the century, more houses were erected in Newtown than in Farkletown. 
During the 10. , however, construction declined to 11____. Over the next 
____12______, house numbers rose steadily, only to drop ....13. in the 
14. There was then a dramatic surge in the 15 with 16 
being built. While 17. saw house building in Newtown plummeting to 
18. — ,inthe90s the number of new houses rocketed to 270, . . 19” on the 


previous decade. 


a evected = Quill 2 Constvuckeon . 
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Exercise 4: interpretation questionnaire 

Data, which are presented in a more complex form, tend to make students panic. However, when you realise 
that everything has a pattern, you can learn to control this panic. Look at the chart below and answer the 
questions, which follow. 

The bar chart describes the results of a survey carried out on a sample of 1,000 adults aged 25+ to assess 
what makes modern life stressful. re 


Factors that cause stress in modern day life 


804 


70 


604 


50 


Yo 


404 


30 


20 


10 


Questions 


What makes the nature of the presentation of the data different from a graph? 
What is the relationship between the horizontal and vertical axes? 

Why does the scale only go up to 80 per cent? 

What possible groups could you put the factors into? 

Why would you use these groupings? 

How would you compare Moving house with the other factors? 

How would you compare Problems with neighbours with the other factors? 
What other synonyms could you use for the word factors? 
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9. 


12. 


Look at the following sentences: 


a) Worries about own future cited by just less than 20% of those sampled as a contributing factor 
to stress. 

b) Thirty percent of the sample gave Work related worries a factor contributing to their stress. 

c) According to the bar chart, Getting to work induced stress in 40 per cent of sampled. 


What is missing in each sentence? 

What are the differences between the three sentences below? 

a) According to the bar chart, 30% of those questioned cite worries about the future of their children 
as a cause of stress. 

b) According to the bar chart, worries about the future of their children caused stress to 30% of 
those questioned. 

c) According to the bar chart, 3096 of the sample suffered stress as a result of concerns about the 
future of their children. 


Complete the following sentence: 


According to just under 3096 of the sample, concerns about their children's future 


` When you describe bar charts like this, what makes them more difficult to describe than graphs? 
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Exercise 5: which month? 


This exercise also aims to make you look carefully at data. The chart below shows the number of visitors 
each month to two exhibitions, aamely an exhibition on Modern Sculpture and one on 20th Century Ephemera, 
over the past year. Below the chart, there are | | sentences. In each sentence, the months have been omitted. 
Study the chart and add the appropriate months to the blank spaces. 


Visitors to two exhibitions 


160 + 


o 
© 
© 
e 
J F M A M J J A S O N D 
Moderm Sculpture —e- 20th Century Ephemera] 
Sentences 
1. While the number of visitors to the Modern Sculpture Exhibition fell in by 


75%, attendances at the Ephemera Exhibition rose 50% to 60,000 people. 


2. Despite some poor figures from to , the attendance trend at the 
Modern Sculpture Exhibition was upward. 


3. Whereas, on the one hand, the number of visitors to the Sculpture Exhibition hovered around 
the 20 to 25,000 mark from  — — to , at the Ephemera Exhibition visitor 
numbers continued to rise. 


an Ф Came Mal Lasair 
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a RR MUTUAE TT ree 


4 In , the number of people visiting the Ephemera Exhibition fell back considerably 
before surging to a new peak of 150,000 visitors in . At the Sculpture Exhibition, 
. meanwhile, attendances, although erratic, hit a new peak of 150,000 in 


5. Numbers at the Ephemera Exhibition, despite impressive attendances, ended the year not 


much above the. sever. 

6. From to , the number of people visiting the Ephemera Exhibition 
monthly increased by 125%, with attendances at the Modern Sculpture Exhibition during 
the same period plunging 75% in and then remaining at around the 25,000 
mark till 

7. During , Visitor numbers surged at the Modern Sculpture Exhibition with a 


500% leap corresponding with a 66% drop in attendances at the Ephemera Exhibition. 


8. attendances at the Modern Sculpture Exhibition fell back dramatically with 
a 40% fall, but by contrast the Ephemera Exhibition witnessed a dramatic turnaround 
which lasted through to , when visitor numbers hit a peak of 150,000. 


9. In the last four months of the year attendances at the Ephemera Exhibition fell off 
substantially, whereas the number of people coming to visit the Modern Sculpture 
Exhibition, while erratic, climbed to their peak in and remained 
there in 


10. While the visitor numbers at the Ephemera Exhibition plunged by two thirds, from 150,000 
to 50,000, between and , the number of visitors to the Modern 
Sculpture exhibition rose erratically to more than 150,000. 


11. Until , the trend for the 20" Century Exhibition was upward, but thereafter 
visitor numbers fell steeply. 
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Exercise 6: comparison - no trends 


The data in this exercise are presented in a way which is more like Exercise 4 than the other exercises: there 
are no dates and no progression. and no trends. The chart shows the results of a survey in percentage terms 
comparing the participation in various home activities among young people aged 11 to 16 in four countries. 


Study the chart and match the items in the left-hand column (1-11), which are in the correct order, with those 
on the right (A-K), which are jumbled, in order to create a text. The first two items (1 and J), which continue 
the opening sentence, are given to you in bold. The closing part of the text is also given after the two 
columns. 


Home activities among young people 


8047 


Š 


Е Computer Games W Reading Board Games El Watching TV 
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Jumbled text 


The bar chart shows the results of a survey on the number of young people aged 11 - 16 іп... 


1. England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales 
who 


2. Computer Games, Reading, Watching TV 


3. As can be seen clearly, the most striking 
feature of the chart is that in all 


4. In England, for example, more young 
people 


5. than any other activity with 20% of young 
people participating in Reading, 


6. A similar pattem is repeated in Ireland, 
ina 7. playing Computer Games is higher than 


il 8. at 10%, Board Games at 2096 and 
Watching 


9. Scotland as well with a 40 per cent 
participation rate, but, unlike 


i] 10. is greater at 2596 as opposed to 2096 and 
1096 


11. come out first at 5096, but 


» four countries at under 10% with Watching TV and Board Games equal at 30%. 


e i i sa 
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Exercise 7: looking at data with more complex presentation 


The data in this exercise are presented in a more complex form. However, as in the other exercises, there are 
patterns. Look at the figure below and answer the questions, which follow. 


The graph below shows the writing activity of four writers throughout their lifetime. The vertical scale 


shows their writing activity and the horizontal scale shows their age. Any writing activity above 50 led to 
publication. 


Writing activity of four authors 


Writing activity 


20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


Age 


|- — Academic 1 - - - - Academic 2 — - — Novelist —e— Sci-fi writer 


Ouestions 


At what age did the four writers start writing? 
When did the sci-fi writer first have his work published? 
What age was the sci-fi writer when he died? 
During which periods of his life did the sci-fi writer publish his work? 
When did Academic 1 have his first work published? 
What did Academics 1 and 2 have in common? 
Which writer had the shortest publishing period? 
What did Academic 1 have in common with the sci-fi writer? 
What four factors distinguished the novelist from the other three writers? 
What possible groups could you put the four writers into? 
Why would you use these groupings? 
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Exercise 8: label the diagram 


The graph, pie charts and exercise below give you more practice with looking at data. The graph shows the „7 
daily sales figures in ‘000s of euros for three shopping complexes in different parts of the country for the 

first 12 days of January 2002. The shopping coniplexes are called TewkesMart, ThamesMart and FineMart. 
Below the graph is a pie chart showing the sales in percentage terms in various departments in one of the 
complexes. 


Following the charts, there is a text, which describes the data in the diagrams. Use the text to label the charts. 
You may write your answers in the table (A — O) below. 


E. at three shopping complexes 


ist 2nd за 4th Sth 6th 7th 8h Mh 10th 11th 12th 
Dates 
—%— А —u— В =A= С , 


ee eee at NER MERE ah 
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Sales in F. terms for G. 


Others 1. Goods 


H. % % 


^ 


ardware 
20% 


x= 


Clothes Food 
M. 96 b. % 


Text 


Between 1“ and 3" January, sales in each of the three complexes fell back by approximately fifty 
per cent. There was, however, a marked improvement on the 4" for ThamesMart, where the figure 
rose to 300,000 euros. This advance was followed by five days of quite wild fluctuations with 
takings falling to just over 250,000 euros on the 9". ThamesMart, however, still maintained its lead, 
finishing the period at 350,000 euros. The sales figures for both TewkesMart and FineMart were 
also volatile with the former rising from monthly sales of 150,000 euros to about 275,000 at the end 
of the twelve days. FineMart, by contrast, ended only 50,000 up at 150,000 on 12" January. 


The pie chart shows the sales figures in percentage terms for TewkesMart over the period. Electrical 
Goods, Computer Hardware and Toys made úp the bulk of the sales with each accounting for 20 per 
cent of the total. Food represented 13% and Clothes came in at 10 per cent. As for Others, they 
represented 17 per cent of the total. 


Clearly, the trends for the daily sales in all three shopping complexes were upward over the twelve- 
day period, albeit by varying degrees. 


Complete the table below 


озек 


"m € > 
Am бф 


ло 


© Sam МеСайег i 


| 


Academic Writing Practice for IELTS 


Exercise 9: following the chart 

This exercise is the reverse of the previous one. The chart below shows the sales figures in “000s of euros for 
three shopping complexes, FinGroup Ltd, Man Ltd and Bluebird Ltd, in different parts of the country each 
month last year. 

Below the diagram there is a text, which describes the data. Look at the chart and read the text through 
carefully. You can see that in the text most of the names relating to the three complexes have been omitted. 


Use the chart to complete the text. 


For example the answer to number | is FinGroup Ltd. 


Sales figures 


‘000s of euros 


NS 


> ge 


F M J 


A S O N D 


222771 FinGroup Ltd I— Man Ltd == Bluebird Ltd 


The sales trends in the three shopping complexes followed very different patterns over the past year with 


1 and 2 on an upward trend and 3. indecline. Whereas at 4 
monthly takings rose over the period by 433%, from approximately 300,000 euros in January to just under 
1.6 million euros in December, those at 5 climbed only 70% to over 1.5 million euros. For 

6 , the year began with sales of one million euros, but then they fell back to just over 100,000 
euros in each of the next three months. In May, sales figures at 7 picked up, exceeding 

8 „ but still well below 9 
In June, 10 , with a figure of 1.4 million euros, and 1 , with 750,000 euros, overtook 

12 for the first time. For the rest of the year 13 *s sales climbed steadily, whereas at 

14 the amount of money taken proved rather erratic. Excluding October and November, however, 

15 's sales outstripped those of 16 for most of the period. Bluebird Ltd continued its 


decline, ending the year with sales of 400,000 in December. 
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Exercise 10: building flexibility 


This exercise focuses on increasing your flexibility in using the language for graphs. Look at the chart below 
about the number of computers sold at VH Warehouse Lid over a three year period and the sentences, which 
follow. 


Rewrite each sentence using the words given. Note that there may be more than one way of rewriting the 
sentences. 


Look at the following example: 
In the fourth quarter of 1999, sales dropped to 6,000 computers. 


drop А 
In the fourth quarter of 1999, there was a drop in sales to 6,000 computers. 


V H Warehouse Ltd 
160 


140 


120 


100 


80 


‘00s 


60 


40 


20 


lstOtr 2ndOtr 3rd Qtr 4thQtr IstQtr = And Qte 30и 4th Qtr lstOtr 2ndQtr 3rdQ Ath Qtr 
1999 2000 2001 


l. In 2001, personal computer sales fluctuated wildly at V H Warehouse Ltd. 
In 2001, wild 
2. During the three-year period, the trend was obviously downward. 


During the three-year period, there 


3. Sales picked up again in the first quarter of 2000, rocketing by more than 100%. 
Sass rocketed by more than 100%. 
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Computer sales improved markedly in the first quarter of 2000 when they surged more than 
100%. 


There... with 3 


From the first quarter of 2000 through to the first quarter of 2001, the number of computers 
sold quarterly fell by at least 1,000. 


From the first quarter of 2000 through to the first quarter of 2001, a fall 


The decline in PC sales during the first three quarters of 1999 was gradual. . 
declined 


The gradual fall in quarterly computer sales from 14,000 to approximately 6,000 in the first 
four quarters was followed by a sharp increase in the first quarter of 2000 to 12,000. 


After falling _- 


Between the first quarter of 2000 through to the first quarter of 2001, the decrease in sales 
was at a much slower pace than in 1999, 


Between the first quarter of 2000 through to the first quarter of 2001, decreased 


Generally speaking, over the period as a whole, the decrease in computer purchases was 
significant. 


Generally speaking, over the year as a whole, there 
In the third quarter of 2001, the volume of sales jumped dramatically. 
In the third quarter of 2001, there 


In the second quarter of 2001, there was a dramatic decline in computer sales to under 2,000 
machines, followed by a sudden leap to 8,000 in the third quarter. 

Declining in the second quarter of 2000, : 

In the first quarter of 2000, purchases soared and then fell back again the following month. 
After 


з 


lo OPLI. m 3 
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Exercise 11: projection in the past 


The chart below shows the number of passengers on a new ferry link in its first year of operation and the 
estimated number of passengers over the same period. You can see that the chart is incomplete. Read the text 
following the chart and complete the line graph and bar chart. 


260 


240 


220 


200 


180 


160 


140 


120 


100 


Number of passengers in ‘000s 


à Р 
la Actual numbers —@—Estimated numbers 


The bar chart and graph show the actual number and the estimated number of passengers using a new ferry | 
link during its first year of operation. i 


Generally speaking, except for three months in the middle of the year, namely, June to August inclusive, the 
actual number of passengers fell short of projections. While it was forecast that passenger numbers would | 
‘rise gradually from 100,000 in January to approximately 115,000 in April, the actual number was 90,000 at 
the beginning of the year falling in.equal steps to 60,000 in April. In May, actual numbers rose to meet 
expectations. 


From June to August, the actual number of passengers, exceeded expectations, hitting a peak of 170,000 in 
August itself and overshooting the target by 20,000 in each of the three months. Ín September, numbers 
declined, plunging sharply to 60,000, half the figure of 120,000 estimated for the month. 


In the last three months of the year, actual numbers were a quarter below projection, but by December they 
had exceeded the August peak to stand at 180,000 passengers. 
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Exercise 12: compare and contrast 


The table and exercise below give you more practice with the language of comparing and contrasting. The 

table shows the average number of telephone calls received in two sections of an office in one working day 

у from 08.00 until 17.00 hours. The calls were rounded up to multiples of 10 (//////////). After the table there is 
a pie chart, showing the staffing ratio of the two sections. 


- Study the data below carefully. 


THAME ШИШИ ИНИ 
ШИШИШИ 

ШШШ HEE 
ШИШИП ШШШ 


ИШИП HU 


TLL HHI 
ШИШ 
MUU 
ЛИНИИ HHIHH 


ШШ ПИПИН HEIN 
WMA ИИИ ШШШ ШШШ 
JNU HHI THE Hiiti 


THU ПИН 
ТИШИ 
ПОА 
MH 
ОЕША 
MHA 
ШШ 
MHL 
LLL 


THU TT 

Office closed 

HHUA ИИ HA 
HE НИНИН HIE 
WE TNL Ц 
ПИН ШИШИ 

ПОПИ ШЦ 

ШИН 

ШИНИ 


ПНИН 
350 


240 


| Now read the text below. You can see that the verbs are missing and that there аге 21 blank spaces. Put the 

1 verbs from (ће list оп the right into the appropriate place. You тау use each item from (ће verb list only 

| once, Please note that there are more blank spaces than there are verbs so you will have to leave some of the 
Spaces empty. Remember to try to avoid repeating words close to each other. 


Please note that the verbs include verbs in the -ing form and past participles. 


Percentage of total staff 


Section A [1 Section B 
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Two of the verbs have been inserted as examples 


Text 


The table shows the average number of telephone calls received 
in two sections of an office in one working day from 08.00 until 
17.00 hours. The calls ___1___ to multiples of 10 (//////////). 
The pie chart :.. 2 .. the staffing ratio of the two sections. 


Despite 3 only 45% of the total staff — 4. 
as against 55% for Section A, Section B. — 5 more in- 
coming calls overall 6 X at 350 perday__ 7 
in comparison to 240 for the other section. For example, while 
the average number of calls. B- x by Section A 
9 zero in the first half-hour — 10 between 
8 and 8.30 am, Section B 11. оп average 30 calls. 
Moreover, Section B. 12: . its 100th call by 10.30, 
whereas 13 :. this point 14 іп Section A 
until after 11.30. 


Theonlytimes: | 15 during the day that the number of 
in-coming calls 16 by Section À  — 17. those 
18 with by Section B 19. between 8.30 
and 9 am and 12.30 and 13.00. By contrast, Section B 
— 20 more calls than Section A in nine of the periods, 


in spite of 21 for half an hour between 12.30 and 
13.00. 


Verbs 
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Exercise 13: pie charts 


The pie charts below show the market share over a decade, of a new washing machine introduced by Dyton 
in 1990. The bar chart shows the results of a survey on whether customers would consider buying the new 
и Dyton washing machine over the same period 


Market share in 1990 Market share in 1995 


18% - 19% 


8% 


21% 


E MMC Ltd E Corr Ltd EMMC Ltd Corr Ltd 
O Dyton DJ Obecalp LiDyton О Obecalp 
Market share in 2000 
Popularity Survey 
50 
40 
30 
20 
10 
0 T 1 
1990 1995 2000 E MMC Ltd Corr Ltd 
Years O Dyton О Obecalp 
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Look at the description of the data below. You can see that there are some words and phrases missing. Add 
words and phrases from the list following the text to complete the description. 


{ T he bat chart howe that the e Dyton achine i its populari ra ra 
À from 51 in 1995 to 40 percent in the year 2000. ! á 


Clear from thi data that sales of. the Vp йш machine 


over ће period... 
exceeded 10. respectively 
at the expense of 11. that of 
captured 
arise Of 
as opposed to 


Word and phrase list 


made by 
on whether 

` lost ground to 
Stood at 


qa а 


uae 


—MMMM—  — M MÀ MM Ó——— M À—————ÀÀ M Ó—— M 
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Exercise 14: language jigsaw 


The bar chart below shows the results of a survey on the general public’s attitude towards different professions. 
After the chart, there is a sample text, which has been broken up into sections A ~ R in paragraph 1 and 


= sections S — Y in paragraph 2. The parts of text have then been jumbled. The beginning of the text has been 
done for you as an example. 


Put the jumbled items in the correct order to create the text. The punctuation and the grammar will help you. 


Popularity of different professions 


Actors/Actresses 
Pop Stars 

Computer Engineers 
Politicians 

Traffic Wardens 


Bankers 


Footballers 
Estate Agents 
Nurses 


Doctors 


Teachers 


20 -10 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 


Popularity scale 


1 
E | — 


O Sam McCarter 37 


ficademic Writing Practice fer IELTS 


Paragraph 1 


The bar chart shows the result of a survey on the general public's ... 


A. followed closely K. Doctors are slightly more popular than 
B. each with a score of 90. | L. Teachers at 48 and 45% respectively, 
C. The second most popular occupation M. among which the two most popular are 
D.  andthose which have a negative rating. N. is Nurses with 70, 

E. attitude towards different professions. O. who each have a positive rating 

F. іпіо two categories, P. namely those which have a positive 

G.  Footballers and Computer Engineers, Q. of65. 

Н. The first group is the R. larger ofthe two with seven occupations, 
L The jobs can be divided 


Ј by Actors/Actresses and Pop Stars, 


Paragraph 2 


S. Estate Agents are rated more W. whereas Bankers, by contrast, are the least 

T.  witha score of minus 20. X.  unpopular, with a score of minus 5. 

U. Traffic Wardens are the most | Y unpopular than Politicians at minus 15 
and 10 respectively, 

V. unpopular 


rar rea rr a t e 
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Exercise 15: prediction choices 


This exercise gives you practice with the future and avoiding repetition. Study the chart below, which shows 
two forecasts about the yearly growth in the number of people in Reamington, a new dormitory town. 


E 


Forecasts for population growth 


Number of people 


2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 


Local Authority OF 4casts Ltd 


Below is the first sentence of a description of the bar chart. 


The chart shows two predictions of population growth in the dormitory town of Reamington.one by 
the local authority and the other by an independent firm of forecasters, called F4casts Ltd. 


Choose an alternative to continue the text at each stage below. As you make your choices, try to avoid 
repetition. Remember repetition includes using the same structures and vocabulary close together and phrases 
in the same position, especially at the beginning of sentences. 


The first answer is marked for you in italics. Why is it the best answer? 


а... 


20 
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o> o Ov» UA vU > 


va 


> 


According to the former, from 2007 until 
2009 inclusive, 

According to the predictions of the local 
authority, from 2007 up to and including 
2009, 

From 2007 until 2009, the prediction is that 
The former shows that 


the town is expected to experience negative 
population growth 

Reamington will lose people 

numbers will drop down 

Reamington's population is in for a fall 


with a decline of 1000 people in 2007 and 
again in 2008 

and the population is expected to 
experience a decline by 1000 people in 
2007 and in 2008 

and there is expected to be negative growth 
in the population of 1000 people in 2007 
and 2008 

and the decline is expected to be 1000 
people in 2007 and in 2008 


and after that there will be a tinier decline 
of 500 people in 2009. 

and after that the decline will be smaller 
at 500 people in 2009. 

and a drop of 500 people in 2009. 
followed by a smaller drop of 500 in 2009. 


From 2010, the prediction is that 

It is forecast that, from 2010 onwards, 
From 2010 onwards, there is a prediction 
that 

It is also expected that 


the number of people will grow up 
population growth will enter positive 
territory 

things will go up 

the growth trend will be on the way up 


and then it will rise from approximately 
1000 people in 2010 to almost 4000 in the 
year 2018. ' 

guadrupling to almost 4000 people in the 
year 2018 from 1,000 in 2010. 


cov» 
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with a rise of approximately 1000 people 
in 2010 to almost 4000 in the year 2018. 
and it is forecast that the rise will be 
approximately 1000 people in 2010 to 
almost 4000 by the year 2018. 


F4casts Ltd, by contrast, predict 

F4casts Ltd, by contrast, have forecast 
F4casts Ltd, on the contrary, say 

As regards F4casts Ltd, their prediction 
is 


the people of Reamington will expand 
an expansion in the population of 
Reamington 

the population growth of Reamington will 
be expanding 

the population of Reamington will be on 
the up | 


rising by 2500 people in 2007, 

initially at the speed of 2500 people in 
2007, 

going up by 2500 people in 2007, 

by 2500 people in 2007, 


increasing to 5000 in the year 2010. 
rising to 5000 in 2010. 

after which it will increase to 5000 in the 
year 2010. 

and then there will be a rise to 5000 in the 
year 2010. 


However, after that Reamington's growth 
will slow down, 

Thereafter, however, the population 
growth in Reamington is anticipated to be 
slower, 

Thereafter, however, growth is anticipated 
to slacken a bit, 

However, the population is predicted to 
slow up, 


to drop in stages to 500 people by the year 
2018. 

with drops in stages to 500 people by the 
year 2018. 

with droppings in stages to 500 people by 
the year 2018. 

and fall in stages to 500 people by the year 
2018. 
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Exercise 16: something wrong with the prediction 


This exercise also looks at talking about the future. Study the bar chart below, which shows the profits for 
three companies for next year. 


Profit projection for next year 


‘000s of euros 


Finenet Ltd Bi Martfirst Ltd O Tardy Ltd 


Text 


Now look at the text below. There is something wrong with the description - none of the mistakes 
are connected with grammar or spelling, but with vocabulary and data. How many can you find? 
The first one is the word presumed in line 1. It is not suitable here — predicted, perhaps? 


The bar chart shows the presumed profits for next year in thousands of dollars for three companies, 
two of which will not start trading until May. 


- Tardy's profits are forecast to come in at the 200,000 level in January and are then expected to 
remain there until May, following which it is estimated that they will shoot up twofold in one 
month, to 700,000 euros in June. After a modest rise in May to 800,000 euros, profits are set to 
remain erratic for the rest of the year. 


CR DE en SO Sa a ЕЩЕ Бана 
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Similarly, it is projected that the profit for Martfirst will operate at a loss of 100,000 euros in the 
first month of trade in January. Thereafter, however, there is anticipated to be a steady increase in 
profits, which will climb at the rate of 100,000 euros per month until they reach 800,000 euros in 
August. Profits will then remain steady for the rest of the year. 


As regards Finenet Ltd, a loss of 300,000 euros is expected in its first month of trading, but then 
from May to October, profits will climb quickly to 1 million euros, before falling back considerably 
in the subsequent three months. 


As can be seen, the overall trends for the three companies are upward. 


Exercise 17: guided writing 
The bar chart below shows the results of ‘360-degree testing’ as part of a performance assessment carried 
out by colleagues and subordinates of four managers. Those who participated in the assessment were asked 


to rate the performance of the four managers on a percentage scale. Below the chart is a model answer. 


100 


Management assessment 


90 


80 


70 


60 


26 


50 


40 


30 


| E Mr Forrest C Mrs Monroe C Mrs Whitbread Bl Mr Chandra| | 
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Model answer 
Study the chart as quickly as you can and add the relevant percentages to the model below. 


The bar char shows the results of a performance assessment by the colleagues 
and subordinates of four managers. In the assessment, the performance of the four 
managers was rated on a percentage scale. 


One of the most striking features of the chart is the ratings scored by Mr Chandra, 


who consistently achieved (1) or above in all categories with 
the highest being the Ab//fy to command respectat (2) and the 
lowest, Management flair, at (3) . Mr Chandra also came out 


top in seven out of the eight categories 


Mr Forrest, however, was at the opposite end of the scale. Out of the eight categories, 

he scored only (4) in five, managing to gain higher ratings in 

only three categories, of which the top was (5) for General 

appearance. For the other two, Punctualityand Staff management Mr Forrest gained 
(6) and (7) respectively. 


Of the other two managers, Mrs Monroe’s scores ranged from (8) 

her highest rating, for Punctualityto (9) for General Appearance, 

the lowest of all four managers in this category. Likewise, Mrs Whitbread scored in 

the range of ________ for Organisational ability to 
(11) for Staff management 


Guided writing 


Now without looking at the model, complete in your own words the text below and then compare it with the 
KEY. 


(1) the results of a performance assessment by the colleagues and subordinates 
of four managers. In the assessment, the performance of the four managers was 


(2) 


(3) of the chart is the ratings scored by Mr Chandra, who consistently achieved 
70% or above in all categories — . (4) — being ће Ability to command respect at 90% 
and the lowest, Management Лай, at 70%. Mr Chandra (5) in seven out of the 
eight categories 


Mr Forrest, however, was at the (6). (7) the eight categories, 
he scored only 10% in five, ^ (8. — higher ratings in only three categories, of which 
the top was 50% for General appearance. For the other two, Punctuality and Staff management, 
Mr Forrest (9) 30% and 15%, O) 4 


Of the other two managers, Mrs Monroe's scores. (11) from 80%, her highest 
rating, for Punctuality to 596 for General Appearance, the lowest of all four managers in this 
category. (12) ; Mrs Whitbread scored in the range of 7096 for Organisational 
ability to 30% for Staff management. 
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Exercise 18: describe the changes 


This exercise gives you practice with describing changes and with flexibility in your language, but this time 
with diagrams rather than charts. Diagram A below shows Sorrel Cottage and the surrounding land in 1980. 
Diagram B shows the changes that took place from 1980 to 2002 followed by a Key. 


Diagram A: Sorrel Cottage and Garden 1980 


Cottage 


arden 


Diagram B: Sorrel Cottage and Garden 2002 [ 


Жжжж RIK жж жж жж жж ж 
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Model text 


Diagrams A and B show the changes that took place at Sorrel Cottage between 1980 and 2002. The garden 
was considerably enlarged by the purchase of wo plots of land: one adjacent to the southern border, which 
was bought in 1983 and which is almost equal in size to the original garden; and the other plot on the eastern 
border, which was bought in 1985, and which effectively doubled the area of the garden again. 


Between 1986 and 1988, an extension was built on to the southern side of the cottage and in the following 
year an orchard was planted in the northern part of the land acquired in 1985. The year 1990 saw two 
additions to the property” á роба in the original garden and a vegetable garden on the other side of the garden 
from the orchard. A line of trees was planted along the southern edge of the garden and another one above 
the orchard in 1996.  - 


Between 2000 and 2001, an open-air swimming pool was built in the land purchased in 1983. 


Textual transformation 


Now use the text above to help you complete the text below, while making as few changes as 
possible to the original text. For example, for number 1 below the answer is: of changes took place. 


a БЫРТ ENEA E I NEENA a ER OE AA S NEE S EASE, 
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Exercise 19: a table 


Look at the table below, which shows the percentage participation of women in senior management in three 
companies between 1960 and the year 2000. You can see that some of the data are missing. Read the 
description, which follows the table, and ŝili in the missing information. 


The table shows the percentage of women in senior management positions in three companies from 1960 to 
2000. 


While more women were in senior positions at Eastman Ltd than the other two companies in 1960 
at 15 %, the trend was fairly erratic with a 2% drop to 13% in 1965, followed by a rise of 1% five 
years later. In 1975, women held 7% more top management jobs than in 1970. After a slight drop 
back to 19% in 1985, by 2000 25% of top posts were filled by women. 


By contrast, at Macrohard Ltd women fared much better. In 1960, 2% of senior posts were occupied 
by women with no change five years on. By 1970, the figure had increased to 13%, doubling to 26 
per cent in 1975. Ten years afterwards, there was a 6% increase in female senior management jobs 
with a near twofold jump in 2000 to stand at 63%, the highest for the three companies. 


The situation was les$remarkable at Barnes Ltd than the other two firms except for the year 2000. 
In 1960, the percentage of senior posts held by women was 8% climbing at the rate of 2% in each 


subsequent period until 1985, after which it leapt to 45% 


From the data, it is clear that women dominated senior posts at Macrohard by 2000. 


pom CD c A c DC Re E E 
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Exercise 20: a life-cycle 


Look at the text and the jumbled pictures (A-J) below about the life-cycle of a ladybird. In the text, there are 
seven places where you have to choose one correct alternative to continue the text. Once you have done this, 
put the jumbled pictures in the order they are mentioned in the text. The first picture is J. 


The diagrams ... 


About a week after the ladybird has laid its eggs, depending on the temperature they became darker and 
larvae hatch. 
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The larvae feed on aphids, which are their favourite prey. After a period of ... 


the fully-grown larvae turns into pupae. 


with unspotted yellow wing cases. The fully-grown adult mate and female ladybirds both have spots and 
look similar. 
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A. Eggs darken C The new-born larva 


F. Adult ladybird 
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Exercise 1: the functions of sentences 


When you reach a certain stage in writing you need to learn not just about words, but about what sentences 
mean and how they are connected. Of course, people who write fluently are not conscious of this. However, 
if you want to learn to be a competent writer, you need to know how information and ideas fit together. 
Greater awareness of the meaning of sentences may at first slow you down. This is a natural process, which 
occurs in learning any skill. Gradually, however, your fluency, flexibility and competence in writing will 
increase. 


In this exercise, you are going to look at the meaning of individual sentences. Read the sentences below, 
each of which contains one idea, and choose the function of each sentence from the alternatives given. Note 
that in some cases there may be more than one correct answer. 


If you find the exercise difficult, check your answers with the Key and try the exercise again later. 


The functions of three examples have been marked for you in italics, 


Now choose the appropriate function(s) for each of the sentences below. 


|. Copper is a good conductor of electricity. 
(a) a fact (b) an opinion (c) a proposal (d) a reservation 
2. The new motorway may be built in the near future. 
(a) a fact (b) a possibility (c) permission (d) a solution 
3. The new motorway can be built in the near future. 
(a) a fact (b) a possibility (c) permission (d) a solution 
4. A new bypass around the town should be built underground. 
(a) a fact (b) a possibility (c) permission (d) a suggestion 
9; In the ОК, the population growth is set to rémain flat. 
(a) an opinion (b) a possibility (c) a prediction (d) a result 
6. Population growth is increasing in most countries. 
(a) areservation (b) a measure (c) a fact (d) a general statement 
7. The measure cannot be implemented. 
(a) an opinion (b) an impossibility (c) a measure (d) a result 
8. The climate changes in the future should make politicians sit up and take notice. 
(a) a fact (b) a possibility (c) an expectation (d) a measure 
9. There oughtn't to be any problems after this. 
(a) a fact (b) a possibility (c) a probability (d) a measure 
10. The use of mobile phones while driving should have been banned a long time ago. 
(a) a measure (b) a non-fulfilment (c) an improbability (d) a recommendation 
11. Local neighbourhoods could be allowed to employ their own security guards to patrol the streets, 
(a) a fact (b) a possibility (c) a probability (d) an example 
12. If only the government had acted sooner. 
(a) a measure (b) a regret (c) a probability (d) a proposal 


—————ww—— Bb 


54 © Sam McCarter 


| Academic Writing Practice for IELTS 


13. They might have increased the chances of winning the prize! 
(a) a fact (b) a possibility (с) a probability (d) a criticism 
14. As a result, the programme will not work. | 
(a) a result (b) a tentative result (c) a recommendation (d) a conclusion 
15. Оп the spot fines for hooligans are totally unacceptable. «2241.2.» 
(a) an opinion (b) a result (€) a tentative result (d) a measure á 
16. On the spot fines for hooligans are totally unacceptable to many people. 
(a) an opinion (b) a result (c) a general statement (d) a suggestion 
17. Crime rates are increasing around the world. 
(a) a conclusion (b) a result (c) a general statement (d) an opinion 
18. The measure shouldn't be implemented. M. 
(a) an opinion (b) a result (c) a negative suggestion (d) a reservation 
19. In rich countries, not providing adequate accommodation for all members of society is a criminal act. 
(a) an opinion (b) a result (c) a general statement (d) a conclusion 


Exercise 2: functions in more complex sentences 


The range of meaning in sentences is very wide, but the way in which you need to combine sentences as you 

answer Task 2 in the IELTS exam is fairly limited. Look at your own essays, and your friends’. How wide is 

the range of functions you use? Do you express each function in the same way each time? You will see that 
o the information and the ideas are combined with a limited range of functions. 


The sentences below combine two ideas in one sentence. Decide what meaning the part of the sentence in 
italics expresses and choose the appropriate function, or functions, from the alternatives (a-d). Note that 
there may be more than one answer in each case. When you have finished this exercise, compare the sentences 
and the functions with the previous exercise. 


Example 
oun mde 


© Sam McCarter 55 


ficademic Writing Practice for IELTS 
eG Practice dor FELIS 


| 


UE Although I agree with the idea, 1 hav 
i х (a) a suggestion (b) a probabali 


i, б. Because more and 
áir, available for other more impo 
-: (2) an example (b) a reason ( 
"7: More attention could be focused 
.... the employability of young: 
2 (a) an example (b) a method (c) 
8. If procedures are not tightened up, 
* (a) a result (b) an example (c ) 
9... Being aware of the dangers of smoki 

КС a 


Exercise 3: more function pairs 
This exercise is a development of Exercise 2. Each text below contains two ideas, which are expressed by 
two functions. Some of the ideas are combined in one sentence and others are in two sentences linked 


together. Decide what the function of each part of the text is. For each text put the functions in order, 


When you have finished this exercise compare the sentences and the functions with the previous exercise. 


Note that each part of a sentence may have more than one function. 


2.5 


lC C ee e M rra 
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Exercise 4: common or logical 
combinations 


58 


if more money is invested in management 
training 


another possibility would be to make practical 


subjects like woodwork compulsory in all 


schools 


the government needs to take action against 
football hooliganism soon 


the cost of housing for essential workers living 
in city centres ought to be subsidised 


otherwise it will deteriorate rapidly 


but it must not be confused with change for 
change’s sake 


being more aware of the benefits of a healthy 
diet than ever before 


the number of people joining teaching unions 
has increased 
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many workers will lose their jobs 
so that they are preserved for future generations 


because it is now much too expensive for 
certain key workers to afford 


. nothing whatsoever is being done 


knowing the extent of the problem 


thus decreasing the over-emphasis on academic 
subjects 


- areas of the world like Antarctica should be 


left untouched 


in fact membership has gone up quite 
impressively 


unless productivity is increased 
industrial output will increase dramatically 
we should all be avoiding junk food 


although the situation is desperate 


. the situation needs to be tackled now 


. it is obvious that innovation needs to be 


encouraged 
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Exercise 5: flexibility in combining sentences 
á 
! Most students of writing can tell you many connecting words, but they are limited in their use of these 
E words, or they use the same words again and again without realising it. However, when writing you need to 
be as flexible as possible. 


Insert the appropriate connecting words and phrases from the list below into the pairs of sentences, which 
follow. Keep the meaning of the sentences in each pair the same. You may use some of the items from the list 
more than once and in some cases there may be more than one answer. 


Connector list 
i. otherwise | x. although ...yet ... | xix. in order to 
i. muchas i xi. however XX. seas not . E 
di 50 xii. so much so xxi. nevertheless 
iv. once xiii. moreover Xxü. while 
v. so ... that... xiv. even so : xxiii. despite 
vi. although XV. so that xxiv. Take ... This ... 
vii. therefore xvi. but- xxv. For example 
viii. having xvii. as well as 
ix. as xviii. though 
| Example: 


The answer for 1A is Moreover. The second sentence gives additional information. For 1B, the answer is as 
well as. Note the verb in the -ing form after the preposition. 
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Exercise 6: directed connections within sentences 


Students generally have ideas and information about a topic, but they find it difficult to connect the ideas 
together. For example, a writer may have the following two pieces of information: 


9 The rules were introduced. 
9 Тһе rules decreased traffic congestion immediately. 


It is possible to join these in the following ways: 


Ф The rules were introduced and they decreased traffic congestion immediately. 
9 The rules were introduced and, asa result, they decreased traffic congestion immediately. 
$ The rules were introduced. Asa result, they decreased traffic congestion immediately 


Linking information within Sentences rather than across sentences is usually quite different. A 


frequent 
way of linking the ideas above is using the verb + ing for the second verb: 


€ The rules were introduced, decreasing traffic congestion immediately. 
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“The latter part of the sentence is possible, because the two verbs in the original two sentences are in the 
same tense and have the same subject. Other ways that are common for connecting information and ideas 
are: 


9  theuse of with + noun instead of a verb $ turning verbs into nouns and using the infinitive. 
@  theuse of with + verb + ing Ф the use of relatives 

$ the use of by + noun € | the use of while/since plus verb + ing 

&  theuse of by + verb + ing 


Now look at the exercise below and combine the information in each case into one sentence. If you cannot 
do a particular sentence, leave it and go on to the next. Then check the Key. The important thing is that you 
learn to combine the information this way. Repeat the exercise several times and think about the mechanism 
rather than just learning the sentences by heart. 


Two sentences have been done as examples: 


m 

1. The government plans to help poorer countries. It plans to cancel all third world debt. (Remove the 
repetition and use by) 

2. The rules were introduced. The rules increased congestion immediately. (Put the word Immediately at 
the beginning of the sentence) 

3. Government officials have constantly been denying charges of corruption. The government officials 
have secretly been accepting bribes from businessmen and lobbyists alike. (Use while) 

4. The government has plans to boost renewable energy generation. The plans will be announced today. 
The plans will be announced by Geoff Healey. This is his first policy move since he became environment 
minister. (Remove the repetition in the first three sentences; then use in and then since + verb + ing) 

5. The destruction of historic buildings for whatever reasons is repellent to many people. It is a crime 
against humanity. (Use verb -- ing) 

6. Charges for entering city centres will be introduced shortly. The charges will raise the cost of motoring. 
(Use verb + ing) 

7. The local authority is knocking down old tower blocks. The local authority wants to improve the area. 
(Remove the repetition and use by) 

8. The project is opposed by both big companies and government departments. The project aims to 
regenerate all slum areas in the next decade. (Use a relative clause without which/that or an auxiliary 
verb) 

9. The decision marks the beginning of real competition in the electricity market. The electricity market 
was a monopoly for more than a hundred years. New rules took effect in January. The rules will allow 
ElectCom to license competition. (Use which/until/verb + ing) 

10. All car companies are now expected to face stiff competition. This follows a damning report from the 
EU Competition Commission. (Use verb + ing) 

11. The fares have risen substantially over recent years, The fares put people off public transport. (Remove 
the repetition and use verb + ing). 

12. Companies need to play on their strengths. Companies need to put more effort into successful areas. 
Companies need to reduce investment in failing ventures. 

(Remove the repetition, use verb + ing and while + verb + ing). 

13. The government could force through the construction of cheap houses for essential workers. 

It could purchase all the brown-field sites in major cities. (Use by + verb + ing or by + noun) 
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Exercise 7: connections undirected 


This exercise gives you further practice in connecting ideas and information. This time, however, there are 
no guidelines about how you should connect the text. Note that there may be more than one way to link the 
sentences and you may also be able to think of other ways, which are not in the Key. 


1. Mr Forest is president of the company. The president has upset the vice president and the directors. He i 
has proposed to sell the firm to one of their rivals in the field. The sale will allow the president to keep i 
his job, but will remove the other directors. 

2. The drop-in centre offers counselling. The drop-in centre is supported by the local church. The drop-in 
centre is a testament to the government’s weakness. The church is outdoing it in providing contraception. 

3. Mrs Dunn is chairperson of the committee. The chairperson has alarmed other members. She has bid to 
change the constitution of the committee. The change will allow the chair more powers. 

4. The government plans to extend a proposed renewable energy scheme. It will include development of 
al] new hydro projects. This plan may upset environmentalists. The environmentalists claim that larger 
projects damage eco-systems and threaten wildlife. 

5. The government is expected to face stiff opposition to its proposal. It proposes to ban smoking in all 
public places. This is for the first time and from the autumn. It follows a report by health experts. The 
report damns present government policy. 

6. The licences to provide the rail service will last 10 years. The licences are intended to help rail companies 
to secure financial backing. The rail companies will improve punctuality and the standard of service. j 

7. The government has refused to accept responsibility. The government is trying to smooth things out | 
behind the scenes. | 

8. Charges for entering all museums and art galleries will soon be dropped. This will hopefully lead to an 
increase in visitor numbers. 

9. The report stated that hospitals should tighten up their appointment procedures. This is a proposal that 
is strongly supported by patients and medics. 

10. Some people think that pollution will be reduced. They think recycling materials like bottles and paper 
will help. 

11. The government had plans to boost voting in elections. The plans were announced last week. The plans 
were announced by the Home Office Minister. He made the announcement immediately after he took 
up office. 


Exercise 8: transformation for flexibility 1 

This exercise and the next one show you how flexible you can be in your writing in the IELTS exam. Use 
the words after each sentence below to change the way the information in the sentences is combined, while 
keeping the meaning of the original sentence. Note you should make as few changes as possible. 
Example: 

The system will deteriorate rapidly and so people will be further delayed. 


thus delaying . 
Answer: The system will deteriorate rapidly thus delaying people further. 


Note that some changes have been made, but that the meaning is the same. Now change the sentences below 
and then check your answer with the Key. 
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Exercise 9: transformation for flexibility 2 | 


This exercise is a variation of Exercise 8. There are 10 pairs of sentences below. Keeping the same meaning, 
add words to the second sentence in each case to complete the connection. 


Example: 


Now complete the sentences below and then check your answer with the Key. | 
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1. This move has angered environmentalists by destroying rather than preserving the pristine woodland. 
This move has angered environmentalist, it has destroyed rather than preserved the 
pristine woodland. 


2. The government, who were initially planning to build a series of new hospitals, finally pulled out of the 
venture. 


initially to build a series of new hospitals, the government finally pulled out of the | 


venture, 


3. “The man took the money and ran away. 
the money, the man ran away. 


4. “The government made sure that the Opposition was crushed and then introduced the bill. 
sure that the opposition was crushed, the government then introduced the bill. 


5. The proposals may be unacceptable to a large section of the community, but they still need to be adopted. 
Unacceptable the proposals may be to a large section of the community, they still need i 
to be adopted. | 


6. Although the proposals are coming in for some heavy criticism, they must be supported. 
coming in for some heavy criticism, the proposals must be supported. 


7. Should this measure be adopted, it will have serious repercussions on the world economy. | 
this measure is adopted, it will have serious repercussions on the world economy. 


8. The manoeuvre should be disguised so that it will not upset anyone. : 
The manoeuvre should be disguised to upset anyone. | 


9. If boxing is not banned or strictly controlled, more fighters will be seriously injured or killed. | | 
Boxing needs to be banned or strictly controlled; , more fighters will be 
seriously injured or killed. 


10. As soon as the fuss about animal-to-human transplants has passed over, there will be another dilemma 
for people to get worked up about. 

the fuss about animal-to-human transplants has passed over, there will be another dilemma 

for people to get worked up about. 


| 
: | | 
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Exercise 10: simple and effective connections in a paragraph 1 


Students often have the main points of what they want to write in their heads. However, they frequently find it 
difficult to combine the individual pieces of information to form a complex paragraph. 


: & А y à 
Look at the sentences in the left-hand column below. You can see that each sentence contains a main point. Use the ’ 


connecting words in the column on the right in the order they occur to create a paragraph. Remove all unnecessary 
repetition. You will have to change the punctuation and remove some words. For example, you need to remove the 
words in bold in number 2 to in order to use the word like. You also need to remove the full stop after country at the 
end of the first sentence. 


Sentences 


Money needs to be invested in the infrastructure 


of the country. 


oo som 


10. 


An example is the transport system. 

A number of problems will arise. 

The transport system will wear out. 

The transport system will break down. 

The breaking down of the transport system will 
cause serious inconvenience to the travelling 
public. 

The break down in the transport system and 
inconvenience to the travelling public will have a 
knock-on effect. 

It will have a knock-on effect on the economy in 
general. 

More people will turn to cars. 


The roads will become congested. 


. The congested roads will slow the economy 


down. 


Connecting words 


Unless 


like 
For example, 


and 


verb + ing 


This 


[Remove repetition] 


with + verb + ing 
and + verb + ing 


which, in turn, 
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Exercise 11: simple and effective connections in a paragraph 2 


This exercise gives you more practice with putting ideas into a text. This time, however, there are no hints as to how 
you should connect the text. The final Paragraph is very similar to the Key to the previous exercise. 


You can study the previous exercise and the Key, 
to do the exercise in your head, before you write 
is a physical exercise. 


but when you do the exercise try not to look at either. You could try 
it out. Remember that writing is as much, if not more, a mental as it 


Sentences 


1. More public funds in many rich western countries need to be invested in skill shortages 
in certain areas. ~ ong ide УКЫЛЫШЫ EON нъ 


2. An example is teacher training and teaching. 


| 3. There will be serious repercussions. 
х 4. The educational ы will deteriorate further. 
. 5. The education system will simply collapse. 
6. The collapse of the education system will seriously affect the whold of society. 
3. The collapse of the education system will have serious consequences. 
8. The collapse of the education system will have Serious consequences for companies. 


9. The companies will turn to other countries where there are no skilis shortages to set up 
new ventures. 


10. In my home country. factories are being built in areas where there is a surplus of skilled 
computing staff... ЖО ГЕ vols 


11. Govemments in more developed countries will have less money from taxes to fund 
training. | 
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Exercise 12: functions in a text 
This exercise gives you more practice with fitting information together. Look at the following text: 


Sport has a wide range of benefits. It encourages people from different cultures to 
come into contact with each other. It helps to break down barriers between different 
countries. Sport furthers international cooperation. 


` The text above is correct grammatically and there is some connection. However, the writer does not show 
how the sentences relate to each other. Below is a passage with 14 sections. In the column on the right, there 
is a list of functions (A-J), which describe the text. Match the functions to the texts marked 1-14. Note that 


you can use a function more than once. The first one has been done in bold as an example. 


Text 


1. Sport has a wide range of benefits. 2. First, at an 
international level, it encourages people from different 
cultures to come into contact with each other, 3. which 
then helps to break down barriers between different 
countries. 4. and furthers international cooperation. 5. 
Take amateur sports meetings between schools and 
universities in different parts of the world. 6. Many 
countries arrange contacts of this kind 7. so that people 


at different levels in their respective societies develop 


closer bonds, 8. just as happens with cultural exchanges 


or trade links. 9. This is obviously of mutual benefit to 


A —— 
all concerned. 
MH 


10. While some people are reluctant to take up any kind 
of activity that involves exertion, 11. playing sport can 
have a very positive effect on health. 12. All physical 
exercise improves coordination and, at the same time, 
increases well-being. 13. In fact, it helps fight against 
disease, 14. thereby enhancing the quality of people's 


lives... 
= 


Functions 


. a possibility and an 


advantage 


. а conclusion . 


. a result 


. an example 


. an advantage 


a purpose 


. an explanation 


. a reservation 


a comparison 


a focus sentence 


an 


Exercise 13: text jigsaw 
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` The jumbled text below gives you practice with predicting the grammar and the function of a paragraph as 


you write. Write out the 14 pieces of jumbled text in the correct order. 


Remember to use grammar as well as meaning to help you. 


The first piece of text has been marked for you in bold. 


1. 
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of a nation depends on natural 
resources, but 


economic, but also the social 


development of a country suffers. 


nations fail to invest sufficient funds, for 
one reason or another, 


Unfortunately, many 
skilled and healthy workforce. 
in their health systems. 


For example, the manufacturing 
Industry needs healthy workers 


8. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


as do the financial and services sectors. 
Otherwise, not only the 


A lack of investment in health care, 


however, 


health plays an equally important role. 
Every 


it is often said that the wealth 
country requires a 


now suffer from a workforce that cannot 
function efficiently. 


means that these countries 


————————————————— —MÀ 
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Exercise 14: writing by question 


This exercise looks at the organisation of writing a paragraph in a different way: by asking yourself questions. 
Look at your own éssays. Do the sentences in each paragraph you write follow a logical series of questions? 


А On the left, there is a series of questions. Answer these questions from the alternatives in the right-hand 
i column to create a text on poverty and crime. 


Questions Answers 


> 


Poverty appears to be increasing rather than decreasing even though 
people generally are becoming richer. 

Poverty is the state where people earn less than the average income. 
Poverty will always be with us. 

The most important cause is poverty. 


Many people feel that poverty will be wiped out in the future. 
Some people are of the opinion that poverty and crime are closely 
related. 

Many people think crime is related to poverty. 

Many people believe poverty is the main cause of crime. 


wə Yaw 


but I think it is a big mistake. 

but they are entitled to their own opinions. 
but I believe that they might be right. 

but I believe that they are seriously mistaken. 


For a start, there are more poor people than rich people. 

More poor people than rich people appear to be caught committing 
serious crimes. 

This misconception arises simply because poverty is getting worse. 
Poor people annoy rich people. 


It is not true, because it takes time. 

It is not true, because poverty is with us always. 

So statistically there is a good chance of there being more crimes 
which are committed by poor people. 

Poor people have just the same rights as the rich. 


There are always other reasons. f 
Further, there are many criminals around who come from the rich 
or upper-classes, but they can employ people to help them avoid 
being caught. 

Further, poverty will always be with us. 

And I can think of many other reasons. 


w> © OU» UO шр осш» cO 


So, the fact that poverty is the main cause of crime is not a fallacy. 
So, the fact that poverty is the main cause of crime is a fallacy. 
H only the government had more money to tackle the problem. 
The government will introduce a raft of new measures to tackle 
the problem. 


vawr va 


ам des V 


Exercise 15: more questions for guided writing 


In this exercise you are going to create a paragraph from jumbled sentences with the help of questions. 
Look at the two columns below. On the left, there is a series of questions. On the right, you can see that 
some of the questions have been answered, but most are blank. Use the list of answers (a — j) below to 
complete the text. There are more answers than questions, so you will not use all of them. 


Questions Answers 


Some people think that it is a basic right like food 


and water, 


2. 


Personally, I believe that education should be totally 


free. 


Further, they can improve thzmselves as 


individuals. 
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List of answers 


a) by Swing people a tool with which they can improve their lives. 
b) Asa consequence, the progress of entire countries, not just individuals, is being held up. 
Education is not free for everyone in the world. 
Conversely, a lack of education limits all members within a society. 
First of all, education gives an individual freedom 
The current shortage of IT skills, even in developed countries, is a good example. 
Education is a basic necessity in the modern world. 
while others believe that some payment should be made for education. 
Individuals can, for instance, improve their job prospects if they gain qualifications. 


As a consequence, the progress of entire countries, not just individuals, will benefit. 


Exercise 16: text from a semi-jigsaw 


In the exercise below, the sentence beginnings in the column on the left are in the correct order. To complete 
the sentences and create a paragraph, match the jumbled sentence ends in the column on the right. 


You can use each text on the right only once. The first complete sentence has been done for you in bold. 


Planting more trees in city centres ... 


2. The trees, as well аз... 

3. There... 

4. Any green space, 

5. The city of London, where there are many 
parks, … * ey: З : Ro 

6. in many other cities, lines of trees ix all, provides we [e 

7. Moreover, the leaves ..: { re 

8. Along with trees, fountains in public n att etiv A 
places ... i | аот : 

9. The sound of falling or flowing water ... Hi to:making the air fre sh 

10. Many people, for instance, | ore. th me 
enjoy ... , rae : 

ЧАА 
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Exercise 17: four-way jumble i 


The jigsaw in this exercise is slightly more complex than in the previous exercise, You can see that there are 
three columns. Choose an item from each column to make seven sentences, which, you then put in order to 
form a paragraph on solving congestion in city centres. You may use each item only once. | 
The paragraph contains the following 7 functions: 


a solution, a result, a reaction, an explanation, a result, a [second] result and a conclusion. 


Use these functions to help you put the sentences in order. The first sentence, a solution, has been 
marked for you in italics. | 
А c 
1. A further deterrent i. necessary. 
is that the restriction 
to people's ii charging for 
movements private cars ; 
entering city centre 
areas. 
2. What people will iii. going into the 
object to most central zone. 
3. Without doubt, the iv. extra revenue which 
restrictions which can be spent 
on public transport. 
4. Yet, conscious of v. not difficult to 
the cost, car owners imagine. 
5. The best solution vi. the extra money. 
6. The initial public vii. their attitudes and 


reaction. however, 


7. Such charges 


the congestion in 
city centres. 
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Exercise 18: speed ordering 

By now you should be much faster at putting texts together. In the exercise below, the texts between sentences 
1 and 6 are jumbled and one of them is irrelevant. The texts between 6 and 14 are also jumbled, but four are 
irrelevant. 


As quickly as you can, put the sentences into the correct order to create a paragraph 


When you have checked your answer with the Key, try to write your own text on the same subject using 
sentences 1, 6 and 14 as a guide. 


1. Many people are pressing for more and 
more recycling, 


NE 


6. People forget about the petrol required 
to transport the waste in large lorries and 
the exhaust fumes from the vehicles, 


14. But then we will have something else to 
be anxious about! 
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Exercise 19: mixed connections 


This exercise gives practice with increasing your flexibility and fluency in connecting your ideas. Choose 
suitable connections from the alternatives A, B, C, D in the texts below. i 


Note that in some instances, there may be more than one suitable answer. 


АА 
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Exercise 20; more mixed connections 


This exercise gives more practice with connecting your ideas. Choose suitable alternatives in the texts 
below. Note in some instances there may be more than one suitable answer. 


Animal welfare is one of today’s burning political issues. Nor does it look as if (A. 
the issue B. the subject C. this D. it) will fade from view in the near future. 
Many people in north European countries choose holidays in Spain. (A. In Spain B. 
There C. In that country D. Over there) the sun shines uninterrupted for days on 
end. 

A series of natural disasters followed one another in quick succession. (A. These B. 
The event С. These events D. It) happened faster than the emergency services could 
cope with. 

The number of young people staying on in education after the age of 16 has risen 
sharply in recent years, but (A. it B. they C. this improvement D. changes) may not 
be sustainable. 

Provided the government increases salaries in the public sector, they will be able to 
attract staff of the right calibre. Few ministers, however, will be able to accept (A. 
such a condition B. a condition C. condition D. it). 

All vehicles except for ambulances and bicycles have been banned from the area. 
(A. This B. It C. The ban D. The restriction) will remain in force for the foreseeable 
future. il ak 

Deforestation of the area has taken place at a much quicker pace recently to make 
way for farms. (A. They B. Unfortunately, many of the trees C. Unfortunately, they 
D. Unfortunately, many of them) are rare and irreplaceable. 

Anyone who commits a crime, however minor, ought to be imprisoned. (A. It B. To 
carry out such a proposal C. To do such D. The recommendation) would require a 
considerable sum of money. 

While many people object to the legalisation of cannabis, (A. it B. decriminalisation 


C. this D. idea) is not as crazy as it first appears. 


. Many elderly people are still living in poverty, (A. a situation which B. this C. but 


this D. the situation) is gradually changing. 
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Exercise 21: connections for flexibility and fluency 


When writing an essay, it is sometimes difficult to avoid repetition and at the same time to write fluently. 
This requires a high degree of flexibility. In this exercise, you are going to focus on avoiding repeating 


yourself while connecting a text. 


Look at the list of items A-V below. Then read the text, which follows the list, and choose suitable items 
from the list to connect the text. Note that in some cases more than one answer may be possible. 


Remember to avoid repetition. 


people who make too much noise 
this 
it 
these 
people making too much noise 
such anti-social behaviour 
noisy people 
loud music from neighbours 
is another source of annoyance 
if people living in flats play hi-fi systems 
etc too loudly, they 
‚ people living in flats who play hi-fi systems 
etc too loudly 


=гтолтоошь> 


^ 


sr 


о 2 


A 


<c 


pvoz 


anti-social behaviour of this kind 


flat-dwellers who play hi-fi systems etc too 
loudly 


those making too much noise 

they 

also constitutes a source of annoyance 
these curbs : 

another thing that is annoying 


such rudeness in shops or over the 
telephone 


such rudeness 
nuisance 
such offending drivers 
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Exercise 22: not enough spaces 
Look at the list of items below and then the text, which follows. You can see that there are 15 items in the list, 
Li but only 10 spaces (А — J). However, all of the items in the list need to be inserted somewhere in the text. Use 


the punctuation and grammar of the items to help you. Note you may use each item only once. 


One item has been inserted for you. 


l. or 9. The same arguments apply 
2. but 10. unless perhaps they 
3. They point to 11. The obvious objections here 
4. which 12. being nothing 
5. Moreover, whilst such farms 13. they 
6. A further downside is 14. the machines 
7. ofthe opinion 15. of bringing the energy back to 
8. people, however, the shore 
Other are A. that wind farms are ugly, B 
more than an eyesore C a blot on the landscape. the fact that 
the giant wind turbines, make up the farms are frequently built in remote areas of 
great beauty. D are inaccessible to most people, 
E can be seen from a great distance. 
E that wind farms may provide safer alternatives to nuclear 
power or carbon based energy, G they cause greater damage 
than the pollution are intended to prevent. H to windmills at 
sea, I are far enough off the coast not to be seen. 
J are the cost of siting the wind turbines far out to sea and. _ 


| 
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Exercise 23: essay titles 


It is important that you are able to interpret essay titles in the exam so that you write an essay that answers 
the question. Your sentences need to fit together to form a paragraph and the paragraphs need to fit the essay 
question, not just almost fit. 


Look at the pairs of essay titles below. Decide what the similarities and differences are between each essay 
in the pair. The first one has been done for you. - 


1 A What are the main causes of crime? 
B Crime is a major problem for many societies throughout the world and is 
increasing rather than decreasing. What are the main reasons for crime? 


There are two basic similarities between the two essays. In each essay, the general Subject is crime and the 
essay is organised around focus words: causes and reasons for which both mean the same thing. The difference 
is that the first essay title is presented as a question, whereas the second one makes a statement about the 
present situation as regards crime and then poses a question. In the end, the content and organisation of the 
essays are basically the same.. 


2. А Only education can tackle anti-social behaviour, such as football hooliganism and vandalism, 

E Measures such as fines and prison sentences or curfews do not work. How far do you agree? 

B Only measures such as fines and prison sentences or curfews can tackle anti- social 

behaviour such as' football hooliganism and vandalism. Education does not have any effect. To 
what extent do you agree? 

3. A How far do you agree or disagree that it is only education and not other measures such as 
fines and prison sentences or curfews that can tackle anti-social behaviour, such as football 
hooliganism and vandalism? 

B The only way to combat crime is through education. To what extent do you agree? 

4. A Charging people for plastic bags in supermarkets and refunding money on glass bottles 5. 
were once the norm in some countries. Do you think that this is the best way to make peoplé . 
more aware of the damage plastic bags and bottles cause to the environment? 

B Discuss the best ways to make people aware of the need to care for wildlife. 

5. А The abuse of animals, both wild and domestic, is increasing year by year. The numbers of 
species of wild animal are decreasing through pressure on their habitat from man and cruelty 
to domestic animals including pets is a serious problem. How can this cruelty be stopped? . . 
What benefits do animals bring the human race? 

B The abuse of animals, both wild and domestic, is increasing year by year. The numbers of 
species of wild animal are decreasing through pressure on their habitat from man and cruelty 
to domestic animals including pets is a serious problem. Should there be stiffer penalties for 
the abuse of animals? What factors are involved in this abuse? 

What factors are involved in making people in the modern world feel insecure? 

People in the modern world feel more insecure than they used to be. Discuss the causes of 

this. 

People in the modern world feel more insecure than they used to be. Do you ag ee? 

People in the modern world feel more insecure than they used to be. How faz du you agree or 

disagree? 


м 
> ш> Wp 


is for their children. How far do you agree? In what ways can adults be encouraged to 

| embrace new technology? 

B Violence is one of the major scourges of the modern age. Can anything can be done to tackle 
this problem? Or is violence just an inevitable consequence of modern life? 
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9. A Itis important in today's world to have as broad an education as possible. 
Discuss the arguments for or against this issue. 

B Success is seen by many as a goal. However, it does have a downside. 
What are the major disadvantages of being successful? 

10. A More and more people throughout the world are using credit cards in one form or another. So 
much so that the end of the cash age is being predicted. Are we moving towards a totally cash 
free world? Or do you think that cash is here to stay? 

B More and more people throughout the world are using credit cards in one form or another. So 
much so, in fact, that the end of the cash age is being predicted. Discuss the problems that might 
arise if this, in fact, happened. | 


Exercise 24: same information- different paragraphs 


When candidates are preparing for the exam, they freguently learn essays by heart and then try to fit them 
into the question they have in the exam. Itis possible to have an essay, which has a similar general subject to 
one you have prepared, but which has a different focus. Unless your English is fluent or very competent, 
however, it is difficult to fit the paragraphs you have learnt into another essay. 


Read through the text below and then look at the four lists of items, which follow. Write out the text and 
insert the items from each list to create four different paragraphs. The items are in the order which you 
should use them. Please note that in some cases you will have to makes changes to the text. Look at the Key 
for the first paragraph to help you if necessary. : 


Paragraph 1: Example: Some believe that the large number of people ... 


Paragraph 1 - Neutral Paragraph $- Opinion 1 

a) Some believe that ... a) In my opinion, ... 

b) They think that ... b) The main reason for this is ... which ... 
c) For example, on the social front, ... с) Take, for example,... who ... 

d) affecting d) The consequent effects оп... 

€) [This ...], in turn, ... €)" where... 

f .. Where ... f) Similarly, 

g) Secondly, on the purely economic front, .. g) further... 

h) which... 
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Paragraph 3 - Cause and effect Paragraph é - Opinion 2 


a) The main cause is ... which ... a) My main argument is that ... | 
b) а b)  ...,to all intents and purposes, ... | 
c) First c) Forexample,... i 
d) which d) which, as a result, ... 

e) and ...also ... | e  Theythen become .... | 
f) “then... f) ce With .... ! 
g) Furthermore, ... g) Another problem is that ... ; 
h) -a.. h) which further... i 
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9. 


10. 


A 


B 


It is important in today’s world to have as broad an education as possible. 

Discuss the arguments for or against this issue. 

Success is seen by many as a goal. However, it does have a downside. 

What are the major disadvantages of being successful? . 

More and more people throughout the world are using credit cards in one form or another. So 
much so that the end of the cash age is being predicted. Are we moving towards a totally cash 
free world? Or do you think that cash is here to stay? 

More and more people throughout the world are using credit cards in one form or another. So 
much so, in fact, that the end of the cash age is being predicted. Discuss the problems that might 
arise if this, in fact, happened. 


Exercise 24: same information- different paragraphs 


When candidates are preparing for the exam, they frequently learn essays by heart and then try to fit them 
into the question they have in the exam. It is possible to have an essay, which has a similar general subject to 
one you have prepared, but which has a different focus. Unless your English is fluent or very competent, 
however, it is difficult to fit the paragraphs you have learnt into another essay. 


Read through the text below and then look at the four lists of items, which follow. Write out the text and 
insert the items from each list to create four different paragraphs. The items are in the order which you 
should use them. Please note that in some cases you will have to makes changes to the text. Look at the Key 
for the first paragraph to help you if necessary. 


Paragraph 1: Example: Some believe that the large number of people ... 


Paragraph 1 - Neutral 


a) 
b) 


Paragraph 1 - Opinion 1 


Some believe that ... a) І my opinion, ... 

They think that ... b) The main reason for this is ... which ... 
For example, on the social front, ... c) Таке, for example,... who... 
affecting d) The consequent effects оп... 

[This ...], in turn, ... e) where .... 

... Where ... f) Similarly, 

Secondly, on the purely economic front, .. g further... 

which ... 
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Paragraph 3 - Cause and effect Paragraph 4 - Opinion 2 

a) The main cause is ... which ... a) My main argument is that ... 

b) as b) ..., to all intents and purposes, ... 

c) First : с) For example.... ' 
d) which d) which, as a result, ... ! 
e) and ...also ... e) They then become .... i 
f then... f мі... | 
g) Furthermore, ... ` g) Another problem is that ... 

h) -а... h) which further... 
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Exercise 25: maze for flexibility — pre-writing task 


You can use this exercise to help you revise the mechanisms you have learnt in this section of the book. Read through 
the maze below and choose the alternative which you like the best at each step. Please note that all the alternatives are 
correct. For example, you can choose 1A and then 2C.and so on. Or, you can choose all of column A. 


A 


1. Travelling is a good example 
to illustrate how important 
non-school education is. 


2. A rather sophisticated 
learning process is taking 
place for travellers 


3. when they visit new places 
abroad as tourists. 


4. They are, for instance, 
learning about the culture of 
other countries, the 
geography etc , 


5. thereby hopefully broadening 
their horizons. 


6. Moreover, 
self- 


7. travelling builds 
confidence, 


8. as people learn to deal with 
different challenges. 


9. Oncethey have, say, mastered 
simple procedures like buying 
a train ticket or changing 
currency, 


10. travellers are then able to 
tackle more complex 
situations. 


11. If, however, people just 
remain within their own 
narrow circle, then their 
experiences are narrow. 


B 


А good example to illustrate the 
importance of non-school 
education is travelling. 


People go through a rather 
sophisticated learning process 


when visits are made to new places 
abroad. 


They are learning about the 
geography etc of other countries, 


and hopefully broadening their 


horizons. 
A further effect is that 


travelling helps to build 
self-confidence, 


by teaching people to cope with 
different situations. 


When simple procedures 
like buying a train ticket 
have been mastered, 


an attempt can be made at tackling 
even more complex 
situations. 


By contrast, remaining within 
their own narrow circle, limits 
people's experiences and, hence, 
their expectations. 


c 


Travelling is a good example 
to illustrate the importance 
of non-school education. 


People are being subjected to a 
rather subtle education process 


when new places abroad are being 
visited. 


They are learning about the 
geography, the culture, the history 
and language of other countries, 


and hopefully their horizons are 
broadened. 


Secondly, 


travelling is a great confidence 
builder, 


as it teaches people to handle 
different problems. 


Simple procedures like buying a 
train ticket having been mastered, 


even more complex 
situations can be attempted. 


On the other hand, by just staying 
put, people's experiences are 
narrow and their expectations 
limited. 


Try not to learn the texts by heart. Instead, before you write an essay, read through the maze and as you do 
so, try to transform the text as you read. This will help you become faster as you write and increase your 


flexibility. 
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Exercise 1: speed spelling check 


In the IELTS exam, candidates do not always leave themselves time to check their writing for mistakes such 
as spelling. This is, however, a habit and a skill you need to develop. 


In the list below, there are 50 words. Read through the list as quickly as you can and find words which have 
the wrong spelling and then correct them. 


dramatically motivation peopl experience environment goverment 
unfortunatly colleague accommodation seperate plummet thier conection 
conscientous discreet difference difficult advantage dissappear 
disappointment interested disposess dissolve disuade efficient efficiency 
embarrassed dictionary unpleasent secretary comfortable counsel 
programm parliment interesting psychology simultaneously house television 
institution inconvinience incapable forecast responsable machine manufacture 
scarse scenery vehical sheild 


Exercise 2: spelling check — same words different presentation 


Now look at the same list from Exercise 1 again below. Note the words have been jumbled. Read through the 
list as quickly as you can and this time find the words, which are spelt correctly. Then correct those words, 
which are spelt wrongly. 


responsible manufacture incapible council programme eficient mashine coleague television 
instution inconvenence scarse scenry motivation people experience enviroment government 
unfortunately conection conscentious unplesant discrete diffrence dificult advantige 
dissappear dissapointment drammatically Interested dispossess disolve dissuade efficiency 
embarassed dictionry secretary comfortible plummet their parliament intresting psichology 
simultanously house forcast vehicle shield seperate acommodation 


Exercise 3: identifying correct spelling - speed checking 


Being able to recognise correct spelling as wel! as mistakes is important; otherwise, you may change something 
which is already correct. Read through the lists of words below as quickly as you can and sind only words 
which are spelt correctly. Then go through the list again and correct the mistakes. 


Note there may be more than one correct spelling in each line. 


1. . tomorrow support should recieve proffesional 
2. serious salary review receipt feild recommend 
3. pronounciation photograph permanent particular 
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organise opportunity neighbour necessary morover 
misrable judgment interupt interfer height 


4 

5 

6. — generous foreign favourite familiar extrordinary 

7. mention excellent esential entertainment*encourag 
8.  elswhere sieze therefor although thorough 

9. potatoe whether wonderfull yesterday atmospher 
10. accurate apparatus chanel chocolate ciggarette 

11. circuit correspondance equivalent hereditry irritate 
12. February vegitable chimeney shoulder cronology 
13. circelation campain succesful stationry surroundings 
14. probabilty priceless prevalent postpon pleasure 


15. phenomenon plentifull personel persistance percieve 


Exercise 4: identifying more correct spelling 


By now you should be a little faster. Read through the lists of words below as quickly as you can and find 
words which are spelt correctly. When you have checked the whole list and located the correct spellings, go 
through the list again and correct the mistakes. 


Note there may be more than one correct spelling in each line. 


Circumstance disease disguis gaurantee discriminate 
Disperate hypothesis themometer metaphor appropriate 
Beleive misellaneous concieve mispelling beginning 
Benifit dangrous membrane ceremony droped 

Circle citisen clearence trafic co-operate Antartica 
Recomendation commitee commitment complementry 
Consceince science contrary arguement cultural 
Techniqu cynical desiccated democracy demographic 


PON AAA WD 


Emergenc excesive prerequisite featur ferocious 
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Flight analisis gallop gratuitous genine great 
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tr ан EY VOTA EG TOE ES: 
Exercise 5: spelling completion 1 


P Е артта 


1 tlvs n 8. ptt. 15. nfrmt n 

2 tlphn. 9. . ndiss 16. à Mo 

3. bed. 10. w rthl ss 17. c_nsc__nt___s 
4 C ntr v rs. 11. w nd ifi 18. kd. х 

5 ne rg 12. b |. tfl 19. dv rt s m nt 
6. hz rd 13. fmi rse 20. dc d. а 

7. ла пе г 14. f m1. 


Exercise 6: spelling completion 2 

This exercise gives you more practice in completing words by adding the vowels. 

Look at words 1 — 25 and write out the correct spelling on a separate sheet of paper. You may find that it is 
refreshing to do this exercise again quickly before you write an essay. When you repeat it, it is not necessary 


to write it out. You can do it in your head. 


Add the vowels a e i очогу to make words, e.g. c t. You add the vowel a to make cat. 


1 _nc_d_nc_ 10. mxmm 19. rckt 

2 cnsq. ntl. l. mamm 20. tr gh 

3 .nv r nm nt 12. аав. 21. сате 

4 g v. rnm, nt 13. plmmt 22. er m. 

5. -nt rv.n. 14. tr nd | 23. p itcelr 
6 _ntr_d_c_ 15. contr st 24. pr gr mm. 
7 iml 16. prd ct 25. b s n ss 

8 Mtrt. 17. frest 

9 m, gn f c nt 18. ping. 
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Exercise 7: what is it? 


This exercise is designed to be done several times. Do not expect to get all of the answers correct at the first 
attempt. : 


Look at the list of 21 incomplete words below. You can see that most of the consonants have been removed 
and it is now more difficult to recognise the words. Add the consonants: bcdfghjkImnpqrstvwxz 
to make words: 


Example: ee oe [ telephone] 
If you do not recognise a word, leave it and go on to the next. If you have to, look at the Key and check the 
answers. Leave the exercise and do it again another time, especially before you write an essay. Note that you 
may be able to make more than one word in each case. 


1. _ea 12. _a_iou_ 

2. i ea 13. a ie y 

3. .ai. 14. i tee . 

4 _a_a_a 15. e ou. 

5. ou e 16. | ie. . 

6. ei. t 17. ea u.e 
7. cell 18. ee i. g 
8. ei. 19. e e i io. 
9. _e ei. e 20. ee oe 
10. _e_ie_e 21. e o0 ic 
11. aaia e 


Exercise 8: more difficult words to complete 


This exercise like Exercise 7 is designed to be done several times. Do not expect to get all of the answers 
correct at the first attempt. 


Below is another list of common incomplete words. You can see that many of the consonants have been 
removed, but there are more consonants than in the previous exercise. Add the consonants:bcdfghjklm 
npqrstvwxzto make words: 


Example: e e....o. e [telephone] 


If you do not recognise a word, leave it and go on to the next. If you have to, look at the Key and check the 
answers. Leave the exercise and do it again another time, especially before you write an essay. 
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e___oyee 12. e__au_ted 23. exe | i.e 
.ente ce Ói3.e iro e t 24. o iti, ian 
~i ionary 14. bi y. le 25. pe. mi sio, 
po..i.i ity 15. a ge ous 26. eo le 

st e gth 16. o  ution 27. eb uary 
-0.a o 17. o fu ed 28. se e ary 
li__ary 18. _onge__e_ 29. om u er 
-an. ua e 19. oli ay 30. ons  iou. 
poi e an 20. ou |. 

bo i e o a. 21. ou___ 

p_y_ho_o_y 22. dau___er 


Exercise 9: spelling in sentences 


In the sentences below, there are spelling mistakes. Read through the sentences and underline those words 
that you think may be spelt wrongly. Then check their spelling in a dictionary. There may be more than one 
spelling mistake in each sentence. 


In sentence 1, are the words, which are highlighted spelt correctly? 


моо А 


10. 


LER 


The Чай very iB 
A completely new suite of rooms is esential to house the new equipment. 


iat. 


“available to people in lower income groups is 


Frequently, the planing is not particularly thorough so that when it comes to carrying out any 
work, there are invarably delays. 


There are not enouh teachers te provide adequate cover in schools. 
Invensions in the world of technology are now practicaly a dialy occurence. 
It is hardly aceptable to expect private buisnesses to shoulder the whole finantial burdon. 


The remedy applied by most goverments has been to introduce swingeing cuts to thier 
manpower only to hire them at greater cost, once they realise that they have lost personel with 
invaluable experience. 


Guaging the mood of the electorate requires considerable political skill. 


Everyone has benifited from the advances in the medical feild that we have witnesed in recent 
years. 


News buletins are now transmited round the clock, almost overwelming us with up-to-date 
information. 


The number of young people entering higher education from poor backgrounds is a shinning 
example of what can be acheived. 
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12. Once the idea has been thouht threw carefuly, it will not be long befor everyone is taking it up 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


wholehertedly. 


Profesionalism in most fields of work is now in such short suply that the best one can hope for 


is medocrity. 


Apropriate measures should be taken to insure that rioting does not take place at any sporting 


event. 


Some people argue that so many old traditions have been superceded by modern or foriegn 


ideas that we are in danger of loosing our national identity. 


Atention should now be focused on equiping as many tertiary level students as possible with 
laptops. 


Exercise 10: jumbled words 


In the text below there are 21 words where the letters are jumbled. One of them is marked for you in bold. 


What is it? Read the text as quickly as you can, find the other 20 jumbled words and write them out. 


We cosaesita being rich with not having a care in the rowld, with tromcof 
and feeling safe and secure. thweal is seen as the sanrew to the many 
problems in life. 


Having huge satumon of money at one's diospsal is, ironically, a fudilfict 
problem to deal with. People are edstepe in the beifle that being rich 
represents security. But does it? To protect accumulated isosesspons, 
no matter how small the amount, seemingly countless saemures are 
needed by the rich, and not so rich, to protect trieh property. The burglar 
malars and security bars on windows and doors of today, however, will 
seem pirivmite to the security of the future. The very well-off already living 
in fortified compounds will have sacecs to hand/iris recognition devices 
to enter their property. Yet, every solution tends to bring about another 
scenario to be aedit with. So, what if the hand is cut off or the eye removed? 
The answer is make sure the device can only gnisereco live irises and 
hands. Problem solved. No, not exactly. You can be appedkind. That's 
where the body-guards come in. But can you trust them? Perhaps, heert 
is only one way out: if something is scunaig you a problem, the sensible 
thing to do is to get rid of it! 


BA aon Mon 


ficademic Writing Practice for IELTS 


Exercise 11: missing words 


When candidates are writing fast, it is difficult to concentrate on everything at the same time. A common 
mistake is to leave out words for one reason or another. 


The text below is an extract from a much longer passage. There are some places where a word is missing, 
For example, in the first sentence, the words they and are have been left out: 


Most, if not all, people have certain things that they think are impossible to do. 


Read the passage and decide where the other 17 missing words have been left out and write them ona piece 
of paper. It is better not to mark the text so that you can repeat the exercise. This is the kind of exercise you 
can do before you write an essay or before you check an essay. 


The art of doing the impossible 


Most, if not all, people have certain things that think impossible to do. Take dealing domestic chores. For 
some of us, summoning enough energy to tidy rooms or flats or sort out months of paper or to change the bed 
all require a lot of effort. At work, also, tackling even simplest tasks sometimes seems insurmountable as 


more complex jobs. 


So it not exactly surprising that for many people stepping outside the limits of their experience be beliefs 
almost out of the question. It difficult to change people's habits and views of world. Yet, fortunately, there 
have been, and still are, individuals have influenced mankind, because they challenged tradition. Few of us 
dare to hold opinion has no currency within the teachings we have learnt. Original among our peers and 
family also sets us apart we then become targets of jealousy or envy. To develop outlook that is broader than 
one's friends or that is just different is dangerous, but it is something, which must encouraged if we are to 
develop. Wilde said that we all in the gutter, but some of us are gazing at the stars. In modern era, will the 


Star-gazers prevail? 


Exercise 12: checking in waves 


This exercise gives you some specific help with checking your writing for different types of mistakes. The 
text below contains three kinds of mistake: 


| 
| 
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Read through the text below as.quickly as you can. Then look for each type of mistake separately. 


Note: when you are checking spelling, do you need to read the text? 


It good to make mistakes inspite of what some people might think. Many of us go through 
our lives in sheer teror of doing something wrong, becaus we have taught that every task 
should always be performed correctly. This is nonsence, however. This is obviously where 
teaching children.comes in. 


A good part of the problem, | feel, lies not with the mistakes themselves, but with labeling 
aspects of the learning process as errors rather seeing them as a natural, and neccesary, 
developement. Doing things in the wrong way should surely be avoided. Take children as 
an example. They have to fall down in order to learn to stand again; the same aplies to 
everything that they do, including mental tasks. If children at school or at home constantly 
harrassed about doing everything correctly, there is a good chance they will just give up. It 
is possible for them then to become afraid of openning themselves up to the censure of 
others. Yet, children need surely to make mistakes in order to see what is right and not to 
be constantly snapped at for failure. 


Adults leaning to use new technology are also a case in point. Computers are able to 
check for spelling mistakes, which is a helpful tool. And what about learning to drive, which 
is also fun? Grown-ups may have dificulties mastering the process and make lots of 
mistakes, but those who concentrate on their failures rather than aquiring the skill they are 
trying to learn tend to give up. By contrast, those who focused on the task rather than their 
mistakes usually suceed. 


And the solution? The simple answer is to trian people to treat mistakes and miner hiccups 
as natural steps in the process of learning. Teachers and trainers could point that, although 
students should aim to be perfect, they must realise that they are going to make mistakes 
and learn from them. This positive atitude will help build confidence and stop people giving 
up. On a general note, if people are constantly making mistakes, new discoveries will not 
be made. 
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Exercise 13: second wave 


In this exercise, you have the same text as in the previous exercise. All the spelling is correct and there are no А 
missing words. Without looking back at the previous exercise. find: 


It is good to make mistakes in spite of what some people should think. Many of us go 
through our lives in sheer terror of doing something wrong, because we have been taught 
that every task should always be performed correctly. This is nonsense, however. 


A good part of the problem, | feel, lies not with the mistakes themselves, but with labelling 
the aspecis of the learning process as errors rather than seeing them as a natural, and 
necessary, development. Take the children as an example. They have to fall down in order 
to learn to stand up again; the same applies to everything that they do, including mental 
tasks. If children at the school or at home are constantly harassed about doing everything 
correctly, there is a good chance they will just give up. It is possible for them then to 
become afraid of opening themselves up to the censure of others. Yet, the children need 
surely to make mistakes in order to see what is right and not to be constantly snapped at 
for failure. 


Adults learning to use the new technology are also a case in point. Computers are able to 
check for spelling mistakes, which is a helpful tool. Grown-ups must have difficulties 
mastering the process and make lots of the mistakes, but those who concentrate on their 
failures rather than acquiring the skill they are trying to learn tend to give up. By contrast, 
those who are focused on the task rather than their mistakes usually succeed. 


And the solution? The simple answer is to train the people to treat mistakes and the minor 
hiccups as natural steps in the process of learning. The teachers and trainers could point 
out that, although students should aim to be perfect, they must realise that they are going 
to make mistakes and learn from them. This positive attitude will help build the confidence 
and stop people giving up. ? 


Exercise 14: prepositions аё speed i 


Another area of language where candidates freguently make mistakes is when using prepositions. This is 
sometimes because a candidate does not know which preposition to use, but it also occurs, bec: use candidates 
do not check their work. 


Read the sentences below and decide whether the prepositions in each sentence are correct, If You think they 
are wrong, correct them. Some sentences may have no mistakes. 
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d largely agree on you with the above matter: 


Our attitude to work néeds to change; otherwise: | more j 
While this may be an owe fo some, а considerable 
of it.” 


80: 
People’ S views for the subjecta are difficult to gauge 
Some people ат gue “that: f 


services unless efficiency i isine: : 
Although I object to some aspects of this argument my, views. of this i m ti 
differ from the writer s.: 
Many qualified teachers are still [ас of. Disc skills and training. 
It is well known that teenagets have enormous influence c over, reach othe 8 
There is a serious lack in qualified teachers in this field. 

This ‘is, however, dependent on certain criteria being. filfilled. - е 
People in general do not think carefully enough of the consequences sof heira sitions, "E 
Some people, by contrast, are struggling daily i in finding their basic needs i in order to surv 


The government has succeeded to alienate the electorate very о, 
The city council needs to think of this g matter more Sarefully before it pr 
‘pedesttianisation of the centre; 
The key to this problem i is not as obvious as it fist appears. S 


Exercise 15: language for graphs and charts etc - revision 
in this and the following exercise, the sentences have been adapted from the first section on graphs and 
charts etc. Read the sentences carefully and see if you can find the mistakes. There may be more than one 


mistake per sentence. In the first sentence, for example, there are four errors. 


Note that you need to look at all the information. 


During October, visitors numbers fell off their september peek, they dropped over 40,000 
visitors by the end of the year. 


The data shows that the trend was obviuosly upwards. 


Picking up numbers at 1999, it leapt considerably. 


The improvement in year 2001 was marked by sells surge to 5 millions euros. 


D: 
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Number of people visit the museum rised approximatly 30,000 a month throuhout the 
year 2000. 


The visitor numbers rise in July was gradual. 
In 2001, 20 millions copies of the book were sold. 


The steady increase in attendances from 30,000 to around 45,000 in the first four month 
followed by a sharper rise in May. 


In the year 1990, sales shot significantly. 


The map show the changes took place in the area spaning a peroid of 25 years. 


The airport considerably enlarged by the buying of two bits of land. 
In 1986, an expansion was build to the house. 
According to the table, show the % of women in govt posts in years 1960 to 2000. 


the trend was fairly erattic, with a 2% drop to 13% in 1965, and followed by a raise of 1% 
five year latter. 


By contrast, sales increased to 13%, doubled to 26 per cent by 1975. 


Exercise 16: more revision for graphs and charts etc 


In this exercise, the sentences have been adapted from the first section of the book on graphs and charts etc. 
Read the sentences carefully and see if you can find the mistakes. There may be more than one mistake per 


sentence, 


The bar chart show the presumed profits in thousands of dollars. 
2. Growth are expected to slow untill 2004, after which it estimated that they will even 


By contrast, it is forecasted that the sales of computer games will outstripped music CDs in the 


coming future. k 

DIY sales will rise fitfuly, rising at rate of 10 percent per month. 

Sales are projected to remain steady for the remaining three years. 

Wyers Ltd is expected to make a lose of 2 million euro in it’s first year of trading 


М бш > 


population growth. 
8. 'The population will fall down gradually over the next five years from 2010 to 2015. 
9. The people numbers will grow up with 20%. 


According to the chart, from 2007 until 2009 inclusive, the town expected to experience negative 


10. As far as hotel ocupancy rates, it is expected that over the period they will excede ail expectations. 


1. Falling initialy by 10% in the last quarter of the year, growth in sales will pick next year. 
12. Thereafter, however, the population’s growth in London will be anticipated to be much slower. 


13. Айег that sales went up and down wildly, first doubling to 400 units, and subsequently falling again 


to the march level. Those fluctuations followed by relatives stability. 


14. From this level, the number of motorcycles sold jumpt dramatically, hiting a peak of just under 100. 


15. This was followed by a sharp drop of about 80 % in the number of purchased videos. 
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Exercise 17: right place? 


In the text below many, but not all, of the verbs in various forms are in the wrong place. Can you find the 
correct home for the verbs? - 


Some people believe that using comics to tackle children te read more is not a good. 


way to encourage the problem of illiteracy. They think that the pictures discourage 
readers from using for themselves and so thinking comics is another step in the 
reading down of the educational process. However, nothing should be encouraged 
further from the truth. Anything, comics included, which induces children, or indeed 
adults, could be to read. For my own part, I are released to some of the classic tales 
through picture books telling stories as indeed were many of my friends. soar the 
example of films made on books. When such films was introduced the sales of the 
books invariably Take. The same applies to books based into TV series. With comics, 
it are really no different. They is just one step away from dumbing a book. ... 


Exercise 18: connection revision 


The passage below is taken from the second section of the book. Read through the text and you will be able 
to understand the writer’s ideas, but you will not be able to see clearly how they fit together. Each section 
marked 2-14 has a problem relating to connection in the text. Improve or correct the connections. 


Note that you may have to change the punctuation and add or delete words. Make as few changes to the text 
as possible. Note there are no spelling/grammar mistakes etc. 


1. Sport has a wide range of benefits. 2. First, at an international level, football 
encourages people from different cultures to come into contact with each other. 3. 
Which then helps to break down barriers between different countries, 4. but furthers 
international cooperation. 5. For example, amateur sports meetings between schools 
and universities in different parts of the world. 6. Many countries arrange contacts, 7. 
because people at different levels in their respective societies develop closer bonds, 
8, namely cultural exchanges or trade links. 9. Itis obviously of mutual benefit to all 
concerned. | 


10. While some people are reluctant to take up any Kind of sporting activity. 11. 
There is, however, overwhelming evidence that playing sport can have a very positive 
effect on health. 12. Activity improves coordination and, on the other hand, increases 
well-being. 13. It helps fight against disease. 14. Enhancing the quality of people’s 
lives. 
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Exercise 19: punctuation check 


Candidates sometimes do not realise that punctuation in their writing is important. In the paragraph below 
all of the punctuation marks are in the wrong place and so the text is nonsense. Therefore, you need to move 
the punctuation marks around the text to make it read sense. Note that you will have to remove and add 
capital letters as you move full stops. . 


Example: the comma after the word right in the first line should be after the word 
Admittedly, and the full stop after sure should be after the word purposes in the 
second line. You should then remove the capital letter in the word that and puta 
capital letter at the beginning of the word Whilst. 


Admittedly employers do have the right, to make sure. That the people who 
work for them are not using their work time for their own purposes whilst it is 
impossible to deny the truth of this, opinion | personally feel that the invasion 
of an individuals’ privacy by, allowing employers to check on employees e- 
mail's and electronic work is, unacceptable employers. Can now track. every 
piece of work done. for example they can check everything, workers do on 
their computers what :work they have done what games; they have played 
what; they have looked at. On the internet they can also check whether the e- 
mails are related to their work. Or whether they are private surely all, of this 
amounts to an invasion of the individuals privacy’ 


Exercise 20: agreement and singular and plural 


Some of the sentences below are correct and some have problems with singular and plural or agreement 
between subject and verb. . 


You cannot add or remove any words except to change a pronoun, e.g. it to them or a singular verb to a 
plural e.g. is to are. 


Look at sentence 1: 
There is, however, several reasons why the situation need to be dealt with as a soon as possible. 


Is there anything you would like to change? 


——————————— 


T. There is, however, several reasons why the situation need to be dealt with as a soon as possible. 
` Many people evidently agree with this point of views. 
3. These new toys, which come on the market at regular intervals, puts enormous pressure on parent 


with young childrens. 


—————————M— ene 
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4, Few are able to understand the complexity of this concept, but it do not mean that it should be 
ignored. 

5. Beautiful surroundings are important for people’s sense of well-being. 
The computer, whether in the field af works or in the home, are the source of as much good as they 
are of harm. 

7. Being in beautiful surroundings are important íor one's sense of well-being. 

8. Self-awareness do not as a rule come easily to everyone. 


As far as safety and comfort on public transport is concerned, there is surely no room for eguivocation 
on the part of the powers that be. 


10. More attention than necessary have been devoted to this issue already. 
41. In recent year, people have been more willing to accept greater stress at work than previously. 


12. The future of the car industry is certainly secure, because people will always want to travel by private 
transport rather than a public system which are at the mercy of lack of funding and poor management. 


13. At first glance, it would appear that all the available avenues has been exhausted, but there are a raft 
of measures that can be implemented. 

14. The growth of e-mail and the increasing flexibility of employers means many people are turning to 
tele-working. е. 

15. Моге than опе іп four of the workforce пом works from home. 

16. About two thirds of the workforce in this field are woman. 


17. We must ask ourself whether it is acceptable for money to be poured into the arts when so many 
people are living below the poverty lines. 


18. European painters such as Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Van Gogh etc is often more widely known 
than more contemporary artist. 


19. The use of mobile phones are spreading rapidly among young people. 

20.  Politician need to put greater effort into sorting out the mess in the education world. 

21. Another problem here are the cost to the poor, once the measure have been introduced. 

22. Informations like advice depend largely on the experience of those that one obtains them from. 
23. The govemment are now in a quandary over this situation. 

24. There are little to choose between the two answers. 
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Writing Task 1 i ; 
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 


The bar chart below shows a survey of a group of young professionals aged 20-30 years who were asked to 
state which factors motivated them to succeed. 


Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information shown below. 1} 


You should write at least 150 words. 


Factors motivating people to succeed 


Fear of failure 


Envy/jealousy 
~ Rivalry 
Personal satisfaction 


Family pressure k 


Peer pressure 


Ambition 


Money 
Pressure from society 


Desire for material things 


Feeling inadequate 
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Writing Task 2 
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. - 


Present a written argument or case to an educated reader with no specialist knowledge of the following 
topic: 


More and more qualified people are moving from poor to rich countries to fill vacancies in specialist areas 
like engineering, computing and medicine. Some people believe that by encouraging the movement of such 
people rich countries are stealing from poor countries. Others feel that this is only part of the natural movement 
of workers around the world. 


e What is your opinion? 

$ Do you think rich countries should pay poorer countries for the people they encourage to come? 

$ What other measures could rich countries take to encourage qualified people to stay and help develop 
their own countries? | 


You should write at least 250 words. 


Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with examples and with relevant 
evidence. 


a a OT 
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Writing Task 1 


You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 


The bar chart below shows the results of a poll of theatre-goers on what disturbs them during performances 
at the theatre. 


Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information shown below. 


You should write at least 150 words. 


irritants for theatre-goers 


Flash photography | 
B 


Big hairdos 
Sneezing À 
“Armrest hogging 
Tall people 
Arriving late 


Whispering 


Snoring 


Rustling sweet papers 


Bleeps | 


Mobile phones 


Coughing [Este > 
Se ee ee pvp 
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 
% 


*Armrest hogging: taking more than one’s share of the armrest 


ATUM —————————————————— 
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Writing Task 2 
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. . 


Present a written argument or case to an educated reader with no specialist knowledge of the following 
topic: 


One day the world’s oil and gas reserves will run out. The search for alternative energy sources like wind 
power, solar power, burning waste, and water power are causing as much environmental damage as the oil 
and nuclear power sources they are intended to replace. 


How far do you agree with this latter statement? 
What possible benefits do the alternative energy sources bring? OR What damage do they cause? 


You should write at least 250 words. 


Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with examples and with relevant 
evidence. 


—M—————————————— ———À 
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Writing Task 1 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

The graph below shows the value in thousands of dollars of three companies selling farming equipment " 
evety five years from 1960 and their projected value from 2007 to 2012. Farm Implements Ltd did not start 
trading until 1980. 


Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information shown below. 


You should write at least 150 words. 


Company values 


‘000s of dollars 


1960 1965 1970 1990 1995 | 


[ 


Years 


Greenacres Ltd C Farm Implements Ltd —— Carsons Ltd 


EEE SI SS 
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Writing Task 2 


You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. _ 


Present a written argument or case to an educated reader with no specialist knowledge of the following - 
topic: 


Only formal examinations, written or practical, can give a clear picture of students” true knowledge and 
ability at university level. Continuous assessment like course work and projects are poor measures of student 
ability. 

Ф How far do you agree with this latter statement? 


You should write at least 250 words. 


Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with examples and with relevant 
evidence. : 
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Writing Task 1 
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 


“The table below shows the percentage of pupils who entered higher education from five secondary schools 
between 1995 and 2000 inclusive. 


Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information shown below. 


You should write at least 150 words. 


Writing Task 2 


You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Present a written argument or case to an educated reader with no specialist knowledge of the following 
topic: 


Although tourists in many countries are a significant source of revenue, they are frowned upon for various 
reasons. For the tourist, however, travelling is supposed to broaden the mind and be an educational experience. 


9 In what ways do you think travelling does this? 
$ And in what ways do you think travelling does the opposite, i.e. narrows people minds? 


You should write at least 250 words. 


Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with examples and with relevant 
evidence. i 


оно | 
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Writing Task 1 
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 


The diagram below shows the results of a survey of a sample of 1,000 people-on the different sources of 
noise which cause a nuisance. The severity of the nuisance is measured on a scale running from Not annoying 
to Extremely annoying. 

Write à report for a university lecturer describing the information shown. below. 


You should write at least 150 words. 


^ Notannoying - Fairly annoying Annoying Very annoying Extremely annoying 
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Writing Task 2 
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Present a written argument or case to anseducated reader with no specialist knowledge of the following 
topic: . 

As populations grow and cities become more crowded, there is pressure throughout the world to construct 
ever taller buildings to provide accommodation and offices. Many people object to such developments, 
citing the social as well as the physical dangers. 


Ф What benefits do skyscrapers bring? 
e Do you agree with the objections to skyscrapers? 


You should write at least 250 words. 


Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with examples and with relevant 
evidence. 
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Writing Task 1 
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 


The maps below show the changes in the size of West Farm and in the value of the land per hectare over a 
period of 90 years from 1900 to 1990. 


Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information shown below. 


You should write at least 150 words. 


West Farm 1900 — 5,000 hectares 
Value per hectare: 1 dollar 


West Farm 


ee A 


West Farm 1925 — 850 hectares 
Value per hectare: 20 dollars 


PER O E —— RR main 
© Sam McCarter 113 


Academic Writing Practice for IELTS 


West Farm 


/ 


E c 


West Farm 1940 — 1700 hectares 
Value per hectare: 25 dollars 


b x 


West Farm 1970 — 500 hectares 
Value per hectare: 100 dollars 


“West Farm 


West Farm 1990 — 3,500 hectares 
Value per hectare: 125 dollars 


EMEN amen ee rr erram 
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Writing Task 2 
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. - 


Present a written argument or case to an educated reader with no specialist knowledge of the following 
topic: 


Trees are essential for the existence of the human race as they provide the oxygen that we need to survive. 
Yet, daily all around the globe large areas of woodland are being destroyed. Many people feel that they as 
individuals can do nothing and that only governments and large companies can halt the destruction. 


e How far do you agree or disagree with this? 


Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with examples and with relevant, 
evidence. / 
é 
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Writing Task 1 » 
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 


The charts below show part of the results of an extensive public survey on people's attitude to a range of i 
issues. | | 


Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information shown below. 


You should write at least 150 words. 


Do you think more money should be invested in 
education? 


10 


Yes Ej No O Dont Know | 


Do you think more money should be invested in health 
than education? V 


30% 


B Yes EJ No O Don't Know | 
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Do you think more money should be invested in public transport 
rather than education? 


5% 10% 


85% 


ÆYes Мо Don't Know 


Do you think taxes should be raised to pay for public services such as 
education, health and public transport? 


Don't Know |] 
Мо 


Yes 


% 


Writing Task 2 
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Present a written argument or case for an educated reader with no specialist knowledge of the following 
topic: 


In the future, we will have more and more leisure time as machines replace many of the tasks we do at home 
and at work. Discuss the benefits this will bring and also the problems it will cause. 


. You should write at least 250 words. 


Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with examples and with relevant 
evidence. 
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Writing Task 1 


You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 


The table below shows the percentage of the rooms occupied in six hotels during May to September between 
1985 and 2000. The table also indicates the star rating of each hotel. 


Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information shown below. : 


You should write at least 150 words. 


Stars 


жк 


УА 
Б 
kkk 
ek 


Tek 


Writing Task 2 


You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Present a written argument or case to an educated reader with no specialist knowledge of the following 
topic: 


The Internet is becoming more and more central to our lives, as it provides more and more information, acts 
as interactive entertainment, and as a means of voting, etc. These functions have obvious benefits, but there 
are dangers involved in the control the Internet is exerting over our lives. 

Ф What benefits аге involved? 

Ф What dangers are involved? 

Ф How far do you agree or disagree with the opinion expressed? 


You should write at least 250 words. 
Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience aad support your arguments with examples and with relevant 


evidence. 


———————————M——————M M M MÀ —À———M 
118 © Sam McCarter 


` 


Y 


Writing Task 1. 


You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. - 


The chart below shows the actual and estimated number of visitors to a new art gallery from its opening date 

in 1990 up to and including 2001. It also indicates three events in the gallery’s life. Below the chart there are 
` two pie charts which show the Satisfaction rating of visitors to the gallery in 1990 and 2001. 

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information shown below. 


You should write at least 150 words. 


4000 


3500 Actual numbers 
3000 1 - 


2500 T Director sacked 


Visitors in '000s 
a 8 
a 
3.8 
+ i 


Estimated numbers 


1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Years 
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Satisfaction rating in 1990 
30 онна 30 


CSatisfied 
Don't know 


Satisfaction rating in 2001 


10 


[Satisfied 


Bi Don't know 


Writing Task 2 | . 
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Present a written argument or case to an educated reader with no specialist knowledge of the following 
topic: | 

High technology is now being harnessed to help the elderly by providing monitoring, tracking and, perhaps, 
one day robots as companions. Whilst there are obvious benefits for the elderly in these developments, some 


people are uneasy about the social consequences. 


$ What are the negative consequences? 
e What is your opinion on the matter? 


You should write at least 250 words. 


Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with examples and with relevant 
evidence. 


M M MM MÀ eters 
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_ Writing Task 1 | 
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. | 
The graph below shows the Satisfaction rating of the staff in four colleges from 1991 to 2002. | 
Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information shown below. ! 


You should write at least 150 words. 


College D 


10 +. ba __ 


1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
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Writing Task 2 
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Present a written argument or case to an educated reader with no specialist knowledge of the following 
topic: 


The wealth of a nation is said to depend on the health of its citizens. Yet, in the modern knowledge-based 
economies of the world, education is more and more being seen as the main force in the development of all 


countries. 


+ Do you share this view? 
$ Are there other factors involved? If so, which? 


You should write at least 250 words. 


Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with examples and with relevant 
evidence. 
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Exercise 1 


де A dopo D 


False (7. True. ` 12 True 
True 8. False 13. False 
False 9.. True 14. False 
True 10. True 15. True 
False 11. False. Note the phrase | 

Ттче just short of. . 


Note how some of the sentences are general statements, e.g. 2, 6, 8, etc. Others contain specific detail, e.g. 
3, 4, 5, 7, etc. Statement 1, however, starts off generally and ends with specific information. 


Exercise 2 


Ф 


Ф ee 6 Ф е 


Ф 6 e Ф 


9 


The number of books sold was fairly steady over the first few weeks of the year with a slight rise to 200 
per day. [A] 


After that sales went up and down wildly, first doubling to 400 units, [D] 
and subsequently falling back erratically again to 200 books. [C] 
These fluctuations were followed by a period of stability as sales hovered around the 200 mark. [E] 


Book purchases, however, proved very erratic again, but the trend was upward this time, reaching the 
400 per day level. [D] 


The number of books sold then plunged dramatically hitting a low of 100, only to bounce back to 500 
books a day. [I] 


The recovery was short-lived, however, as sales fell back again to 200 [B] 
around which they remained for a short time [E] 
before climbing again, albeit fitfully to 400. [D] 


Book sales then plummeted to a new low of 50a day where they stabilised for a period before shooting 
up again to the 600 mark. [G] 


This was followed by a sharp drop of approximately 80 96 in the number of books purchased. [H] 


Notice: 


Ф 


ће variety in the noun phrases used to avoid repetition: The number of books sold/ sales/ books/ sales/ 
Book purchases/ The number of books sold/ sales/ Book sales/ sales/ the number of books purchased. 


repetition is not about avoiding the same word altogether, but alternating it with other words and phrases | 


the other attempts to avoid repeating the same words, e.g. hovered, remained, stabilised and the sales 
went up and down ...... these fluctuations ... . 


Compare Exercise 10. 
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Exercise 3 


L С. 6. F IL B. 16. K 
2. Q. 7. A. 12. H. 17. 3. 
3. Е 8. L Bal. 18. O. 
4. M. 9. R 14. P. | 19. S. 
5. D. 10. N 15. G. 


As in Exercise 2, notice how the passage avoids repetition through phrases like: the number of houses built/ 
the number of houses that were erected/ new house construction. What other words and phrases can you 
find? 


Exercise 4 


|. With this kind of bar chart there is no trend. The items listed can be compared by putting them into 
groups or categories, if it is possible to do so. 

2. The horizontal axis lists the factors about which the survey sample was questioned. The vertical axis 
gives the percentage of the sample who cited the factors as causing stress. It is worth noting that the 
percentages do not add up to 100%, as in a pie chart. Also members of the sample are likely to have 
quoted more than one factor. For example, in the case of Getting divorced 600 people said that this was 
a stress factor, whereas 300 people cited Noise problems. We do not know if the latter 300 all quoted 
Getting divorced as a factor or whether 150/120 or none quoted it. 

3. Because the factor with the highest percentage does not go above 80%. So there is no need to go up to 
100%. This is common in graphs and bar charts. 

(2) You could put the factors into three groups those that are work related: Getting to work, New technology, 
Work related worries; those that are family related: Getting divorced, Children's future, Home security, 
Moving house, Problems with neighbours and Noise problems; and personal factors: Worries about 
own future. You could put Getting divorced into the last group. You could also have other groups. 

5. Byputting the factors into these groups, it is easier to compare and contrast the factors. You can compare 
the groups and you can compare the items within each group and across groups. 

6. You could write: Of the adults polled, more than 70% cited Moving house as the main stress factor. Or 
Among the factors relating to the home and family, Moving house was the highest at over 70%. Or 
Moving house was given by more than 7096 of those polled as causing the most stress. There are also 
other ways. ` 

7. You could write: The stress factor with the lowest rating in all three categories was Problems with 
neighbours at approximately 15% of the sample. Or you could write: Problems with neighbours is/was/ 
are/were rated/given/cited/mentioned/quoted as the factor creating the least stress at approximately 
15% of the sample. 

8. There are not many words that you could use as alternatives here, you could have: contributing factor; 
cause; reason for; reason why; source of. 


9. They should read: 


è …was/is cited... ; were/are cited. It depends whether you consider Worries ... as an item ога plural 
word. The tense depends on whether you look at the chart as it is now or as the result of a past survey. 


9  ... Work related worries as a factor... 
$  ... 40 per cent of those sampled ..... 


10. The information is organised in different ways in each sentence. If all of your sentences have the same 
pattern, the examiner will think that your range of grammar is limited. It is not enough just to have a 
range of vocabulary. In the first sentence, the percentage is the subject of the verb: 30% ... cite worries 


[ХММ 
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about the future of their children. In the second, worries is the subject. In the third sentence, 30% is 
again the subject and stress the object. There is a further difference worth noting. The verb in 10a is in 
the present tense and the others are in the past. You can talk about charts like this in the present, as you 
are looking at them as a fact now. You can also talk about them in the past as the survey has already been 
conducted. Note that the verb cite is in the plural. 

11. ...cause(d) stress; are/were quoted/cited as a cause of/ as causing stress/ as a contributing factor to 
stress. 


12. It is generally easier to describe trends and changes from one time to another. Also the items on bar 
charts like this are sometimes difficult to use in sentences as they tend to make long noun phrases as in 
9 above. Note also that here the writer has used capitals to quote the items on the chart, e.g. Moving 
house, but when putting the items into a sentence as in 10a above, remember you are not quoting the 
item directly: ...cite worries about the future of their children ..... You are putting the item into the 
grammar of the sentence and capitals are not necessary. You may also find that the different items in 
charts are presented with or without capitals or all in capitals. 


Exercise 5 j 


1. February 7. May 

2. February to April 8. June; August 

3. February to April 9. May; November; December 
4. May, August, May 10. August December 

5. January 11. August 

6. January, April; February, April 


This exercise like the previous ones makes you interact with the chart so that you can relate to graphs etc 
more easily. 


Exercise 6 

1 J 7. B 
2. F 8 C 
3. D 9. A 
4 E 10. K 
5. H ll. G 
6 I 


Note how you can predict the next part of the text using the grammar. For example, 2. F (... TV and ...) ; 3. 
D ( ...all four ...; 4. E (... people... play ...); 5. Н (... in Reading, 25% їп...) and so on. 


Exercise 7 

1. 20 years of age. 

2. When he was about 25 years of age. , 

3. 100 years of age. | 

4. From his mid-twenties to the age of 70; from his early 805 until he died at 100. 

5. Inhis early 40s. Я 

6. After they were published for the first time, попе of their writing went unpublished. 


© Sam McCarter 127 


ficademic Writing Practice for IELTS 


pna ——————————————————— En 


7. 
8. 


The novelist. 
They both died at the age of 100. : 
He wrote for a longer period than the others before his work was published - between the ages of 20 and 


approximately 55; he was the only one who died while his work was not being published; he had the 
shortest publication time; he died before the others. 


. You could put the two academics together and the novelist and sci-fi writer together. Or you could put 


the Sci-fi writer and the two academics together in one group. 


. The first group in 10 is logical because of the type of writing. The second group is logical because of the 


nature of their published work. The publication record of the Novelist is noticeably different from the 
other three. 


Exercise 8 


A. ThamesMart - G. TewkesMart M. 10 
B. FineMmart H 17 N. 20 
C. TewkesMart I Electrical O. Toys 
D. ‘000s of euros j. 20 

E. daily sales (figures) K. Computer 

F percentage L. 13 

Exercise 9 

1. FinGroup Ltd 10. FinGroup Ltd 

2. Man Ltd 11. Man Ltd 

3. Bluebird Ltd 12. Bluebird Ltd 

4. Man Ltd ` 13. Man Ltd 

5. FinGroup Ltd 14. FinGroup.Ltd 

6. FinGroup Ltd 15. FinGroup Ltd 

7. FinGroup Ltd 16. Man Ltd 

8. Man Ltd 

9. 


Bluebird Ltd 


Exercise 10 


PODDER 


In 2001, there were wild fiuctuations in personal computer sales at VH Warehouse. 

During the three-year period, there was an obvious downward trend/trend downward. 

Picking up again in the first quarter of 2000, sales rocketed by more than 100%. 

There was a marked improvement in computer sales in the first quarter of 2000 with a surge of more 
than 100% [or with a more than 100% surge]. Or There was a marked improvement in she first quarter 
of 2000 with computer sales surging more than 100%. 

From the first quarter of 2000 through to the first quarter of 2001, there was a fall of at least 1,000 in the 
number of computers sold quarterly. Or ... there was a fall in the number of computers sold quarterly of 
at least 1,000. 

PC sales declined gradually during the first three quarters of 1999. 


After falling gradually from 14,000 to approximately 6,000 in the first four quarters, quarterly computer 


sales increased sharply in the first quarter of 2000 to 12,000. 


Between the first quarter of 2000 and the first quarter of 2001, sales decreased at a much slower pace 
than in 1999, 
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9. Over the year as a whole, there was a significant decrease in computer purchases, 
10. In the third quarter of 2001, there was a dramatic jump in the volume of sales. 


‘Il. Declining dramatically to around 2,000 machines in the second quarter of 2001, computer sales suddenly 
leapt to 8,000 in the third quarter. 


12. After soaring in the first quarter of 2000, purchases then fell back again the following month 


Exercise 11 


266 


240 
220 
200 
180 
160 
140 
120 

100 


Number of passengers in '000s 


Exercise 12 


1. viii 


2. ix 7. — 13. - 
3. x | 8. xii 14. iii 
4 — 9. iv 15. — 
5. xiii (Note that to avoid the 10. — 16. xv 
repetition of the word receive 11. xi (It is better to use handles — 17, vi 
in the first paragraph, it is here in order to avoid the — 18. xvii 
better to use takes here.) repetition of the word take. 19. vii 
6. — See 8 above.) 20. i 4 
12. ii ` 21. xiv. 


re a a a a e NRE Nar 
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Exercise 13 
Read the text and find where the words and phrases have been added. The first one has been done for you 


The pie charts show the market share of washing machines made by four companies over the period 1990 to 
2000 and the results of a survey on whether customers would consider buying the new Dyton washing 
machine over the same period. 


During the first year of sales of the new Dyton machine in 1990, its market share stood at 2 percent as 
opposed to 60 percent for the MMC product, 20 for the Corr washing machine and 18 for that of Obecalp. In 
1995, however, MMC Ltd lost ground to its three other competitors. While Corr Ltd and Obecalp Ltd both 
increased their market share to by one percentage point each in 1995, Dyton Ltd captured 8% of the market, 
arise of 300%. 


In 2000, Dyton’s market share had increased to 32% at the expense of its three main competitors with MMC 
Ltd, Obecalp Ltd and Corr Ltd falling to 39 percent, 17 percent and 12 percent respectively. 


The bar chart shows that the Dyton machine exceeded its popularity rating in each year, rising from 5 in 
1995 to 40 percent in the year 2000. 
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It is clear that the sales of the Dyton washing machine were on the increase over the period. 


Exercise 14 


As you build the text, you can use the grammar to 
a similar process is taking place. 


Paragraph 1: EIFPDHRMGBCNAJOQKL 
Paragraph 2: UV TSY WX 


Exercise 15 


1. А. Alternative A avoids the correct grammatically, but do 8, A. Note the repetition in B. 
repetition in B and gives not express the information The word say in C is not 
more information than D. As quite so neatly. suitable here. The. word 
for C, using the noun here 5. B. See 1С. As you predict in A is okay here as it 
feels awkward, and it repeats concentrate on the immediate is now a long way from the 
the beginning sentence. text, it is easy to forget words first sentence. 

2. A. Alternative B is not that have been used before. 9, B, Note the grammar of the 
Correct, because it is not a The word prediction is not other alternatives. 
matter of losing people (that that far away! 10. D. Note the grammar in 
you cannot find); in C the 6. В. relation to the previous 
word down is wrong; and D 7. B/C. Both are correct and B section of text. 
is too informal. might be better if you wanted 11. C. Alternative D is possible, 

3. A. Alternatives B, C and D to avoid the repetition of the but A/B are less likely as you 
are repetitive. Also using the construction with + noun as would need the word and at 
preposition with followed by in 3A. A is possible, but not the beginning. 
anoun is more sophisticated. as good as the.othertwo.Note 12. B. 

4. D. The other alternatives the repetition in Dofforecast- 13. D. 


———————————— — M M ——) e —MÀ 


mean the same and are 


see 5B. 


predict the next section you need. When you are writing 
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Exercise 16 


The changes are marked in bold. i L 


The bar chart shows the predicted profits for nextyear in thousands of euros for three companies, two of .— 
which will not start trading until April. ET 


Tardy’s profits are forecast to come in at the 100,000 level in January and are then expected to remain there 
until March, following which it is estimated that they will shoot up sevenfold in one month, to 700,000 
euros in April. After a modest rise in May to 800,000 euros, profits are set to remain stable for the rest of the 
year. P 
By contrast, it is projected that the profit for Martfirst will operate at a loss of 100,000 euros in the first 
month of trade in April. Thereafter, however, there is anticipated to be a steady increase in profits, which 
will climb at the rate of 200,000 euros per month until they reach 800,000 euros in August. Profits will then 
remain steady for the rest of the year. 


As regards Finenet Ltd, a loss of 300 000 euros is expected in its first month of trading, but then from May 
to September, profits will climb quickly to 1 million euros, before falling back slightly in the subsequent 
three months. | 


As can be seen, the overall trends for the three companies are upward. 


Exercise 17 
The full text is as follows: 


The bar chart shows the results of a performance assessment by the colleagues and subordinates of four 
managers. In the assessment, the performance of the four managers was rated on a: percentage scale. 


One of the most striking features of the chart is the ratings scored by Mr Chandra, who consistently achieved 
70% or above in all categories with the highest being the Ability to command respect at 90% and the lowest, 
Management flair, at 70%. Mr Chandra also came out top in seven out of the eight categories 


Mr Forrest, however, was at the opposite end of the scale. Out of the eight categories, he scored only 10% in 
five, managing to gain higher ratings in only three categories, of which the top was 50% for General 
appearance. For the other two, Punctuality and Staff management, Mr Forrest gained 30% and 15%, 
respectively. 


Of the other two managers, Mrs Monroe’s scores ranged from 80%, her highest rating, for Punctuality to 5% 
for General appearance, the lowest of all four managers in this category. Likewise, Mrs Whitbread scored in 
the range of 70% for Organisational ability to 30% for Staff management. 


А 
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Exercise 18 


1. ofchanges took place 

2. plots of land enlarged the garden/made the 
garden larger. 

3. adjacent to the southern border was bought 

4. almost equalled. [Note the word and connects 
two main verbs was bought and equalled. Note . a vegetable garden [was added] 
the tense in the second paragraph. You could - lines of trees were planted [Maybe, to avoid the 
write the whole text in the present. ] repetition of the word plant ( see 8 above) in 

this version you could use erected here.] 


was effectively doubled by the 
another/a plot (of land) 

was extended on the southern side 
planting of an orchard 

added to the garden 


mom МО pe rd pA 


= © 


Exercise 19 


mas Ф 


ЕЕ % 
8 


1960 2 
5 2 10 
13 12 

26 

32 

63 


Please note the following: 


Aveidance of repetition: 


Note how the text tries to avoid using the same verb each time. Note also that the verb held is repeated, but 
the second is far away from the first use of the word and it is passive, whereas the first is active. 


-- More women were in senior positions ... 

-. women held 7% more top management jobs than in 1970. 

- top posts were filled by women ... 

.. 2% of senior posts were occupied by women ... 

+++ there. was a 6% increase in female senior management jobs... 
+++ the percentage of senior posts held by women was 8% ... 


* 90942969 


General to specific 


The trend was fairly erratic [General], with a 2% drop to 13% in 1965, followed by a rise of 1% five years 
later. [Specific] 


—M M M MM ———— ——— € à à 
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Comparison and contrast 
Note the different ways that comparison and contrast are used in the text. 


“While at Eastman Ltd ... than the two companies in 1960 at 15. In 1975. 
After a slight drop back to 19% in 1985, by 2000 25% of ... 
... women held 7% more top management jobs than in 1970. 
By contrast, at Macrohard Ltd women fared much better. 
… 63%, the highest for the three companies. 
The situation was less remarkable at Barnes Ltd than the other two firms except for the year 2000. 


$ 9 & Ф 9 


Exercise 20 


Pictures 1. J 2. ï 3. A 4. D 5. С 6. H 7. Е 
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Exercise 1 


a 6. 
b. Note that this is theoretical 
possibility. We do not know 7. 
whether it will be built or not. 8. 
b. Compare number 2. This is 
practical possibility: It is 
physically possible to build 9. 


a fact. 


the motorway. 10. b 
d 11. b/d 
c 12. b 


Exercise 2 


Note how a result is expressed in different wa 
also the different ways that reasons are expr 


(c) a result. Note the relationship: condition/ 
result. 

(a) a result. Note the relationship: condition/ 
result. Also note how the verb + ing is used to 
give the result. 

(a) examples/(b) an explanation. Note how the 
text in italics explains how young people are to 
be encouraged. There are two examples. 

(b) a proposal. Note the relationship here: reason/ 
proposal. 

(c) a concession. The contrast is in the other part 
of the sentence. 

(b) a reason 


concessions are expressed in sentences 5 and 13. 


Exercise 3 


1, 


(a) a proposal/(b) a recommendation; 
(d) a reason/(e) a result 

(с) a purpose; 

(a) a proposal/(b) a recommendation 
(a) an opinion/(b) a measure; 

(c) an explanation/(d) a reason 

(a) a suggestion; 

(c) a tentative result/(d) an effect 

(a) a suggestion; 

(b) a result/(d) an effect 

(a) a suggestion; 

(c) a purpose 


d; c, if it is true then it is also 


c. Note that Some people may 
call also this a probability. 
Compare number 9. 

c. Compare 8c. 


12. 
13. 


11. 


12. 
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3. d. If you replace the 
exclamation mark with a full- 
stop, this sentence becomes a 
past possibility 

14. a/d 

i5. a 


18. a/c 
19. a. The word criminal 
indicates the writer s opinion. 


(a) an example/(c) a tentative proposal 

(d) a condition 

(a) a reason. Note how the reason is expressed; 
Being aware .... Compare numbers 6 and 11. 


. (a) a contrast 
- (c) a reason. Note how the reason is expressed: 


Knowing .... Compare numbers 6 and 9. 

(a) a conclusion. 

(b) a concession. Note how the concession is 
expressed: ...may ..., but .... Compare number 
5 above. 


ys: compare sentences 1, 2 and 8 (the main clause). Compare 
essed in sentences 6, 9 and 11. Note-also the different ways 


(b) an obligation; 

(d) a result 

(b) a conclusion (e) a cause; 
(c) an effect 

(b) a concession: 

(a) a contrast 


. (4) a reason (e) a cause; 


(b) an effect. (c) a result 
(d) a reason (e) a cause; 
(b) an effect. (c) a result 
(a) a reason; 

(c) an expectation 
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13. (a) a concession; 
(c) a contrast 

14. b) a general statement; 
(a) an explanation 

15. (b) a general statement; ` 
(d) an example 


Exercise 4 


If you find the exercise difficult, check some of the answers in the key. Then leave it and try it again another 
‘time. The sentence pairs are as follows: 


e 1/18 or 18/1 $ 7/19 

$ 2/14 + 8/16 

$ 13/3 e 9/17 or 17/9 

$ 4/11 or 11/4 + 20/12 or 12/20 
9 21/5 $ 10/15 or 15/10 
é 2216 


Note how it is possible to write some of the sentences in a different order. 


Exercise 5 


Remember the sentences in each pair should have the same meaning. 


|. Example: А (xiii) moreover 
Example: B (xvii) as well as 

2. A (vi) although (xviii) though [(xxii) is 
awkward here because of While what ...] 
B (xvi) but. You cannot use although or 
though here. 

3. A (x)although ...yet 
B (xiv) even so (xxi) nevertheless (xi) 
however. The word however here is not 
as strong as the first two and probably 
does not have the force of although ... 
yetin A. ` 

4. А (ху) so that 
B (xix) in order to 

5. A (ii) much as (vi) although (xviii) 
though (xxii) while 
B (xxiii) despite 


A (i) otherwise 

B (xx) so as not 

A (xi) however (xiv) even so (xxi) 
nevertheless 

B (xvi) but (vi) although (xviii) though 
A (xviii) though (ix) as 

B (vi) although (xviii) though (xxii) 
while 

A (xii) so much so 

B (v)so ... that 


. A (viii) having 


B (iv) once 


. A (vii) therefore 


B (iii) so 


. A (xxv) For example 


B (xxiv) Take ....This 


nn aaa 
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Exercise 6 


2. 


il, 
i2. 


Or: 


The government plans to help poorer countries by cancelling all third world debt. Or ... by the 
cancellation of ... Or: By cancelling/the cancellation of ... 

Immediately the rules were introduced, congestion was increased/they increased congestion/congestion 
increased. 

Government officials have constantly been denying charges of corruption, while secretly accepting 
bribes from businessmen and lobbyists alike. (Or While constantly denying ..., government officials 
have secretly been accepting ... .) 

The government plans to boost renewable energy generation will be announced today by Geoff Healey 
in his first policy move since becoming environment minister. 

Being a crime against humanity, the destruction of historic buildings for whatever reasons is repellent to 
many people. 

Chárges for entering city centres will be introduced shortly, raising the cost of motoring. 

The local authority wants to improve the area by knocking down old tower blocks. OR: By 
knocking .... 

The project. opposed by both big companies and government departments, aims to regenerate all slum 
areas in the next decade. 

The decision marks the beginning of real competition in the electricity market, which was a monopoly 
for more than a hundred years, until new rules took effect in January, allowing ElectCom to license 
competition. 


. All car companies are now expected to face stiff competition following a damning report from the EU 


Competition Commission. 

The fares have risen Substantially over recent years putting people off public transport. 

Companies need to play on their Strengths putting more effort into successful areas, while reducing 
investment in failing ventures. 


- The government could force throu gh the construction of cheap houses for essential workers by purchasing 


all the brown-field sites in major cities. 
By purchasing all...., the government could ... Or: By the purchase of ..., the government could ... 


Exercise 7 


1. 


138 


Mr Forest, president of the company, has upset the vice president and the directors by proposing to sell 
the firm to one of their rivals in the field, allowing the president to keep his job, but removing the other 
directors. 

The drop-in centre offering counselling and supported by the local church is a testament to the 
government’s weakness with the church outdoing it in providing contraception. 

Mrs Dunn, chairperson on the committee, has alarmed other members with her bid/by bidding to change 
the constitution of the committee, allowing the chair more powers. 

The government plans to extend a proposed renewable energy scheme, which will include development 
of all new hydro projects, may upset environmentalists, who claim that larger projects damage eco- 
systems and threaten wildlife. (Note the verb plans in the exercise has been changed to a noun here! ] 
The government is expected to face stiff opposition to its proposal to ban smoking in all public places 
for the first time from the autumn, following a report by health experts, damning present government 
policy. 

The licences to provide the rail service, which will last 10 years, are intended to help rail companies to 
secure financial backing by improving punctuality and the standard of service. 

The government has refused to accept responsibility, while trying to smooth things out behind the 
Scenes, 
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8. Charges for entering all museums and art galleries will soon be dropped, hopefully leading to an increase 
in visitor numbers. 
: 9. The report, strongly supported by patients and medics, stated that hospitals should tighten up their 
| appointment procedures. 
10. Some people think that pollution will be reduced by recycling materials like bottles and paper. 
lt. The government plans to boost voting in elections were announced last week by the Home Office 
Minister immediately after he took up office. 


Exercise 8 


1. Instead of tackling the result, the underlying cause needs to be addressed. 

2. The proposal to legalise cannabis was rushed through resulting in the number of social problems 
increasing. [Or: ... resulting in an increase in the number of social problems.] 

3. Not having been thought through carefully enough, the venture failed. 

4. With more people using it [Or: ...the system], the system [Or: ...it] will fall apart soon. 

5. The government needs to recruit more police officers to patrol the streets; otherwise, the crime rate will 


increase. 
ó. Despite having a number of objections to the introduction of higher taxes on petrol, on balance, I 
support the policy. 
7. Much as I have some objections to the introduction of higher taxes on petrol, on balance, I support the 
! policy. 


| 8. The law having been relaxed, we can focus resources on more serious matters. 
9. This is an idea with a number of bad points and a number of good points. 
10. Though causing some inconvenience to the public, the idea will be implemented. 


Exercise 9 


1. as/since/because 6.  Despite/In spite of/Though 

2. Planning 7. Е 

3. Having taken/Taking 8. so. as поі in order not 

4. Making/Having made 9. otherwise 

5. though/as 10. Once/Immediately/After/When 


Exercise 10 


Unless money is invested in the infrastructure of the country like the transport system, a number of problems 

will arise. For example, the system will wear out and break down, causing serious inconvenience to the d 
travelling public. This will have a knock-on effect on the economy in general with more people turning to 

cars and the roads becoming more congested, which, in turn, will slow the economy down. 


Note that the paragraph contains 68 words. 
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Exercise 11 
Please note that there are other possible ways to connect the text. This is just an example. 


Unless public funds in many rich western nations are invested in skills shortages in certain areas, like 
teacher training and teaching, there will be serious repercussions. First of all/For example, the educational 
system will deteriorate further and simply collapse, seriously affecting the whole of society. This will have 
serious consequences for companies, which will turn to other countries where there are no skills shortages 
to set up new ventures. In my home country, for example, factories are being built in areas where there is a 
surplus of skilled computing staff. As a result, governments in more developed countries will have less 
money from taxes to fund training. 


Note that the paragraph contains 107 words. 


Exercise 12 


LJ 6 G li. A 
2.. “E 7. Е 12. G 
3 C 8. I 13. G 
4 С 9. B i4. C 
5. D 10. H 


You might wish to write out the functions for one of the two paragraphs on a piece of paper and then write 
a paragraph of your own with the functions as your guidelines. 


Always remember that functions may be combined in many different ways to form paragraphs. The paragraphs 
in this exercise are only examples of many different combinations. 


Exercise 13 


The order of the text is: 


¢ и 9 2 
é. 1 Ф 4 
? 10. è 3 
$ 12. e 6 
Ф 5 ¢ 9 
Ф 7 ¢ 14 | 
ә 8 ¢ 13 i 


Exercise 14 


Peps 
>00» 
nan 
mwa 
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Exercise 15 


ae pes 
sore 
PO sd car 
eram 


As in the previous exercise you may want to use the questions for guidelines when you write. 


Exercise 16 


ta & 9 bo m 
© = ago 


son 


© 
o o D 7 


Exercise 17 


Sci 
7 fiv 
6av 
2bvi 
4eiii 
l g vii 
3di 


Ф < & & & & е 


Exercise 18 
The sequence of the first section of the text is: 1 3 5 2 6 [Note text 4 is irrelevant] 


The sequence of the second section of the text is: 6 11 10 12 14 [Note texts 7 8 9 13 are irrelevant] 


Exercise 19 


1. B. This, however, 6. D. This sensational event 
2. B. Were the government to do this, it D. 7. B.it 
To do so 8. B.the increase/ C. the rise — but note the 
3. B. They are both C. Both are : repetition of the word rose. 
4. A. it B. the findings > 9. A, it B. the venture. 
5. A.So much so C. It has slowed down so 10. C. Having D. Once they had 
much 
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Exercise 20 


B. the subject D. it 7. В. Unfortunately, many of the trees 
B. There | 8. В. To carry out such a proposal 
А. These С. These events. 9. B.decriminalisation C. this 

his impt “10. A. a situation which C. but this 


C. this improvement 

A. such a condition 

C. The ban; D. The restriction 
[This may also be possible.] 


SA do 


Exercise 21 


Il. B/L. Not C, because you do not know exactly what it refers to; and not F, because of the repetition of 
such. 

2. A/C/E/G/K/M/N. F/H/L are almost acceptable, but they involve some repetition, which it is better to 
avoid. For example, F repeats the word such; H is straight out of the first sentence; L is not quite 
acceptable because the repetition of the word this would seem awkward if we use B at 1. 

3. A/E/G/I/K/M/N. Note we need to avoid repetition if the item has been used before. Note A/E/G/K/M/ 
N in 2 above. 

4. [/P 

5. V. Note E and G are perhaps too general here, but N may be acceptable. Again, we must bear in mind 

the repetition in 2 and 3. 

Q 

О 

U. Note that the word behaviour in this sentence and the grammar rule out the use of F/L here. 

9. R 

10. T 


OF эх 


Exercise 22 


The inserted items are marked in bold: 

Other people, however, are of the opinion that wind farms are ugly, being nothing more than an eyesore or 
a blot on the landscape. They point to the fact that the giant wind turbines, which make up the farms are 
frequently built in remote areas of great beauty. Moreover, whilst such farms are inaccessible to most 
people, the machines can be seen from a great distance. A further downside is that wind farms may 
provide safer alternative energy than nuclear power or carbon based energy, but they cause greater damage 
than the pollution they are intended to prevent. The same arguments apply to windmills at sea, unless 
perhaps they are far enough off the coast not to be seen. The obvious objections here are the cost of siting 
the wind turbines far out to sea and of bringing the energy back to the shore. 


Exercise 23 


l|. Example: There are two basic similarities between the two essays. In each essay, the general subject is 
crime and the essay is organised around focus words: causes and reasons for, which both mean the same 
thing. The difference is that the first essay title is presented as a question, whereas the second one makes 
à statement about the present situation as regards crime and then poses a question. In the end, the 
orgsnisation and the content of the essays are the same. 
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2. The questions: How far do you agree? To what extent do you agree? basically mean the same thing. The 
| main difference here is that the emphasis in A is on education and in B measures such as fines. You have 
to be careful with this, especially when you are writing your introduction. You might write: / agree with 
the above statement. For essay title A, this means that you agree that only education will help and for B 
that only measures such as fines will help. 


3. Essay title A is the same as 2 above The fact that the question asks you to agree or disagree makes no 
difference If you are asked how far you agree and you answer not at all; then you disagree. The 
organisation of B here is the same as 3A: How far do you agree? Note, however, that the general subject 
of the question here has changed. The main subject has changed from fighting an aspect of crime i.e. 
anti-social behaviour through education to crime in general. It is so easy to misread essay questions and 
write the wrong answer. 


4. Obviously, both essays in A and B are organised around the word ways and various synonyms, i.e. 
measures, steps etc. In answering A, you could state that charging people for plastic bags in supermarkets 
and refunding money on glass bottles is the best way to make people more aware of the damage they 
cause the environment, but it is easier to say it is one of the ways and describe other measures. This 
latter option makes the organisation of the question the same as in B. The subject of essay title B is, 
however, different. 


5. The general subject in each essay title here is the same. However, the organisation of each is different. 
In essay A, the organisation is based around measures/ways etc (How can ...?) and benefits. The 
second essay is asking your opinion about stiffer penalties for abusing animals and what factors are 
involved in the abuse. 


6. The general subjects here are the same, and the focus of each essay is also the same. Both essays are 
organised around causes of and factors causing the situation. 


7. The general subjects here are the same, The only difference is that the question in A is asking you if you 
agree (or disagree). You then give your opinion. Title B is telling you that there is a scale to your opinion 
and asking you where you are: 60% for and 40% against or vice versa. 


8. The general subjects of the two essay titles are very different, but the format of the presentation is the 
same. In both you are given two statements followed by questions directing you to give comments. In 
essay title A, you are asked to give your opinion and the suggest ways/measures etc. In B, you are asked 
if anything can be done about the situation presented, i.e. violence.... You can state that something can 
be done, followed by ways/measures etc. or you can answer the second question and state nothing can 
be done and say why. 


9. The general subjects here are again different and so is the organisation of each. In the first essay, the text 
is organised around either the arguments for or against, not both. Note the word Discuss is asking you 
to describe one or the other. The second essay is similar in that it is asking you to look at one side of the 
issue in question, i.e. the disadvantages. 


10. The general subjects are the same, but the organisation in each case is different. Essay title A is asking 
for your opinion and gives you both sides to choose from. Essay B is organised around the word problems. 


ии: 
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Exercise 24 


1. Some believe that the large number of people living in poor accommodation only stores up problems for 
the future. They think that poor housing is a major breeding ground for a vast array of social as well as 
economic ills. For example, on the social front, those living in poor conditions are caught in a cycle of 
despair affecting both their physical and mental health. This is, in turn, a burden on any country’s resources 
where the health and other services have to deal with the situation. Secondly, on the purely economic 
front, poor housing requires continuous costly repairs to the buildings, which is a further drain on resources. ' 


2. In my opinion, the large number of people living in poor accommodation only stores up problems for the 
future. The main reason for this is poor housing, which is a major breeding ground for a vast array of social 
as well as economic ills. Take, for example, those living in poor conditions who are caught in a cycle of 
despair. The consequent effects on both their physical and mental health are a burden on any country’s 
resources where the health and other services have to deal with the situation, Similarly, poor housing 
requires continuous costly repairs to the buildings, further draining resources. 


3. The main cause is the large number of people living in poor accommodation, which only stores up 
problems for the future, as poor housing is a major breeding ground for a vast array of social as well as 
economic ills. First, those living in poor conditions are caught in a cycle of despair, which affects both their 
physical and mental health and is also a burden on any country’s resources. The health and other services 
then have to deal with the situation. Furthermore, poor housing requires continuous costly repairs to the 
buildings - a further drain on resources. 


4. My main argument is that the large number of people living in poor accommodation only stores up 
problems for the future. Poor housing, to all intents and purposes, is a major breeding ground for a vast 
array of social as well as economic ills. For example, those living in poor conditions are caught in a cycle of 
despair, which, as a result, affects both their physical and mental health. They then become a burden on 
any country's resources with the health and other services having to deal with the situation. Another problem 
is that poor housing requires continuous costly repairs to the buildings, which further drains resources. 


Exercise 25 


Vote that at each step in the maze you are making choices. Look at the different ways that the information is 
wesented. At number 1, for example, look at the order of the information: Travelling is a good example.... 
1 good example to ...is travelling. 


“o help you develop the same range and flexibility in writing, cover columns B and C. Now in your head 
ead and try to transform each step of the text into one of the other texts. Now cover columns A and B and do 
he same and repeat the exercise for column C. A variation of this is to mix the columns. For example, cover 
2xts 1-5 in columns B and C and columns A and B for 6-11. i 
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Exercise 1 


The words in bold below are spelt correctly. The other words are spelt wrongly in the exercise, but they are 
now correct. 


dramatically motivation people experience environment government unfortunately colleague 
accommodation separate plummet their connection conscientious discreet difference difficult advantage 
disappear disappointment interested dispossess dissolve dissuade efficient efficiency embarrassed 
dictionary unpleasant secretary comfortable counsel programme parliament interesting psychology 
simultaneously house television institution inconvenience incapable forecast responsible machine 
manufacture scarce scenery vehicle shield 


Exercise 2 


The words in bold are spelt wrongly. Check the spelling of the other words in the Key for Exercise 1 or in a 
dictionary. 


responsible manufacture incapible council programme eficient mashine coleague television instution 
inconvenence scarse scenry motivation people experience enviroment government unfortunately conection 
conscentious unplesant discrete diffrence dificult advantige dissappear dissapointment drammatically 
interested dispossess disolve dissuade efficiency embarassed dictionry secretary comfortible plummet 
their parliament intresting psichology simultanously house forcast vehicle shield seperate acommodation 


Note the word discrete here and the word discreet in Exercise 1. Both spellings are correct, as they are 
different words. 


Exercise 3 
The words in bold below are correct: 


tomorrow support should recieve proffesional 

serious salary review receipt feild recommend 

pronounciation photograph permanent particular 

organise opportunity neighbour necessary morover 

misrable judgment interupt interfer height [Judgement with an e is also correct] 

generous foreign favourite familiar extrordinary 

mention excellent esential entertainment encourag 

elswhere sieze therefor although thorough 

potatoe whether wonderfull yesterday atmospher 

10. accurate apparatus chanel chocolate ciggarette 

11. circuit correspondance equivalent hereditry irritate 

12. February vegitable chimeney shoulder cronology 

13. circelation: campain succesful Stationry surroundings [Stationary and stationery — what is the 
difference?] 

14. probabilty priceless prevalent postpon pleasure 

15. phenomenon plentifuil personel persistance percieve 


FH 


COMA 


Now that you know that the words which are in ordinary type are wrong, can you correct them? If not, check 
he spelling of these words in a dictionary. 
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Exercise 4 
The words im bold are spelt incorrectly. Can you correct them? 


1. Circumstance disease disguis gaurantee discriminate 

2. Disperate hypothesis themometer metaphor appropriate 
3. Beleive misellaneous concieve mispelling beginning 

4. Benifit dangrous membrane ceremony droped 

5. Circle citisen clearence trafic co-operate Antartica 

6. Recomendation commitee commitment complementry 
7. Comsceince science contrary arguement cultural 

8. Technigu cynical desiccated democracy demographic 

9. Emergenc excesive prerequisite featur ferocious 

10. Flight analisis gallop gratuitous genine great 


Exercise § 


1. television 11. wonderful 

2. telephone 12. beautiful 

3. bicycle 13.  familiarise 

4. controversy 14. family 

5. encourage 15. information 

6. hazard 16. guideline 

7. endanger 17. conscientious 

8. potato 18. hopeful 

9. endless 19. advertisement 

10. worthless 20. education 

Exercise 6 

l. incidence 10. maximum 18. plunge 
2. consequently 11. minimum 19. rocket 

3. environment 12. decline 20. trough 

4. government 13. plummet 21. economic 
5. intervene 14. trend 22. cinema 

6. introduce 15. contrast 23. particularly 
7. largely 16. product 2. үке 
8. illiterate 17. forecast ` i 

9. magnificent 


When you find words that you have difficulty remembering how to spell, you could keep a Jist of them 
without the vowels as in this exercise and the previous one. For example, the word receive, you could add in 
your list and then write the full word opposite: 


I.C um ———— receive 


Then you can test yourself for your own particular mistakes!! 
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Exercise 7 


1. sea/tea/pea 

2. idea 

3. main/pain/rain/vain/fail/sail etc 
4. banana 

5. house/mouse 
6. eight 

7. weight/height 
8. their 

9. receive 

10. believe 

11. available 


Exercise 8 


employee 
sentence 
dictionary 
possibility 
strength 
potato/tomato 
library 
language 
policeman 
10. policewoman 
11. psychology 
12. exhausted 
13. environment 
14. bicycle 

15. dangerous 


DONA Am 


Exercise 9 


The words in bold were spelt incorrectly in the exercise. 


1. The accommodation available to people in lower income groups is usually very inadequate. 
2. A completely new suite of rooms is essential to house the new equipment. 
3. Frequently the planning is not particularly thorough, so that when it comes to carrying out any work, 


there are invariably delays. 


experience. 


8. Gauging the mood of the electorate requires considerable political skill. 
. Everyone has benefited from the advances in the medical field that we have witnessed in recent years. 
10. News bulletins are now transmitted round the clock, almost overwhelming us with up-to-date 


information. 


———————— e €— € À———á 
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There are not enough teachers to provide adequate cover in schools. | 
Inventions in the world of technology are now practically a daily occurrence. 

It is hardly acceptable to expect private businesses to shoulder the whole financial burden. 

The remedy applied by most governments has been to introduce swingeing cuts to their manpower 
only to rehire them again at greater cost, once they realise that they have lost personnel with invaluable 


. pollution 
. confused 
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various 

variety 

interest 

enough 
shield/friend 
measure 

feeling 
repetition/television 
telephone 
economic i 


congested 
holiday 
thought/brought 


. ought 


daughter 


. exercise 


politician 


. permission 
. people 
. February 


secretary 


. computer 


conscious 
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11. The number of young people entering higher education from poor backgrounds is a shiming example of 
what can be achieved. 

12. Once the idea has been thought through carefully, it will not be long before everyone is taking it up 
wholeheartedly. : 

13. Professionalism in most fields of work is now in such short supply that the best one can hope for is 
mediocrity. 

14. Appropriate measures should be taken to ensure that rioting does not take place at any sporting event. 

15. Some people argue that so many old traditions have been superseded by modern or foreign ideas that 
we are in danger of losing our national identity. . 

16. Attention should now be focused on equipping as many tertiary level students as possible with laptops. 


Note the word swingeing in number 7. 


Note that in number 16 you can have focused or focussed. 


Exercise 10 
The unjumbled words are in bold. 


We associate being rich with not having a care in the world, with comfort and feeling safe and secure. 
Wealth is seen as the answer to the many problems in life. 


Having huge amounts of money at one's disposal is, ironically, a difficult problem to deal with. People are 
steeped in the belief that being rich represents security. But does it? To protect accumulated possessions, no 
matter how small the amount, seemingly countless measures are needed by the rich, and not so rich, to 
protect their property. The burglar alarms and security bars on windows and doors of today, however, will 
seem primitive to the security of the future. The very well-off already living in fortified compounds will 
have access to hand/iris recognition devices to enter their property. Yet, every solution tends to bring about 
another scenario to be dealt with. So, what if the hand is cut off or the eye removed? The answer is make 
sure the device can only recognise live irises and hands. Problem solved. No, not exactly. You can be 
kidnapped. That's where the body-guards come in. But can you trust them? Perhaps, there is only one way 
out: if something is causing you a problem, the sensible thing to do is to get rid of it! 


Exercise 11 
The missing words are in bold. 


Most, if not all, people have certain things that they think are impossible to do. Take dealing with domestic 
chores. For some of us, summoning enough energy to tidy our rooms or flats or sort out months of paper or 
to change the bed all require a lot of effort. At work, also, tackling even the simplest tasks sometimes seems 
as insurmountable as more complex jobs. ` 


So it is not exactly surprising that for many people stepping outside the limits of their experience or beliefs 
is almost out of the question. It is difficult to change people’s habits and views of the world. Yet, fortunately, 
there have been, and still are, individuals whe have influenced mankind, because they challenged tradition. 
Few of us dare to hold an opinion that has no currency within the teachings we have learnt. Being original 
among our peers and family also sets us apart and we then become targets of jealousy or envy. To develop 
an outlook that is broader than one's friends or that is just different is dangerous, but it is something, which 
must be encouraged if we are to develop. Wilde said that we are all in the gutter, but some of us are gazing 
at the stars. In the modern era, will the star-gazers prevail? 
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Exercise 12 


It fis] good to make mistakes in spite of what some people might think. Many of us go through our lives in 
sheer terror of doing something wrong, because we have [been] taught that every task should always be 
performed correctly. This is nonsense, however. This is obviously where teaching children comes in. 


A good part of the problem, 1 feel, lies not with the mistakes themselves, but with labelling aspects of the 
learning process as errors rather [than] seeing them as a natural, and necessary, development. Doing things 
in the wrong way should surely be avoided. Take children as an example. They have to fall down in order to 
learn to stand [up] again; the same applies to everything that they do, including mental tasks. If children at 
School or at home [are] constantly harassed about doing everything correctly, there is a good chance they 
will just give up. It is possible for them then to become afraid of opening themselves up to the censure of 
others. Yet, children need surely to make mistakes in order to see what is right and not to be constantly 
snapped at for failure. 


Adults learning to use new technology are also a case in point. Computers are able to check for spelling 
mistakes, which is a helpful tool. And what about learning to drive, which is also fun? Grown-ups may have 
difficulties mastering the process and make lots of mistakes, but those who concentrate on their failures 
rather than acquiring the skill they are trying to learn tend to give up. By contrast, those who [are] focused 
On the task rather than their mistakes usually succeed. 


And the solution? The simple answer is to train people to treat mistakes and minor hiccups as natural steps 
in the process of learning. Teachers and trainers could point four] that, although students should aim to be 
perfect, they must realise that they are going to make mistakes and learn from them. This positive attitude 
will help build confidence and stop people giving up. On a general note, if people are constantly making 


mistakes, new discoveries will not be made. 


Note that in English spelling labelling is spelt with double ‘I’ and in American a single ‘I’. 
Note that in the fourth sentence of the second paragraph it is probably more precise to write stand up than 
just stand. | 


You can see from this exercise that it is difficult to look for different mistakes at the same time. While you 
are practising for the exam, look for each type of mistake separately and then gradually try to look for all the 
mistakes simultaneously. 


It is difficult sometimes to see spelling mistakes in a longer text as the mind is concentrating on various 
things at the same time. One technique is to scan the line backwards checking the word for spelling rather 
than reading it. You can also do this ina zigzag up and down the paragraph from left to right or right to left. 
With these methods you may not find all of the mistakes; see the word leaning/learning above. Here you 
have to stop and look at the context. 


Exercise 13 


It is good to make mistakes in spite of what some people [should: might] think. Many of us go through our 
lives in sheer terror of doing something wrong, because we have been taught that every task should always 
be performed correctly. This is nonsense, however. 


A good part of the problem, I feel, lies not with the mistakes themselves, but with labelling the aspects of the 
learning process as errors rather than seeing them as a natural, and necessary, development. Take the children 
as an example. They have to fall down in order to learn to stand up again; the same applies to everything that 
they do, including mental tasks. If children at the school or at home are constantly harassed about doing 


ram C I E C Rc EM 
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everything correctly, there is a good chance they will just give up. It is possible for them then to become 
afraid of opening themselves up to the censure of others. Yet, the children need surely to make mistakes in 
order to see what is right and not to be constantly snapped at for failure. 


Adults learning to use the new technology are also a case in point. Computers are able to check for spelling 
mistakes, which is a helpful tool. They [must: may] have difficulties mastering the process and make lots of 
the mistakes, but those who concentrate on their failures rather than acquiring the skill they are trying, to 
learn tend to give up. By contrast, those who are focused on the task rather than their mistakes tend to 
succeed, 


And the solution? The simple answer is to train the people to treat mistakes and the minor hiccups as natural 
steps in the process of learning. The teachers and trainers could point out that, although students should aim 
to be perfect, they must realise that they are going to make mistakes and learn from them. This positive 
attitude will help build the confidence and stop people giving up. 


Exercise 14 
The corrected prepositions are in bold. 


While I have considerable sympathy with this idea, there are certain aspects that I do not approve of. 

In 2000, people were filled with new optimism. 

It is not really sensible to rely on data, no matter where they come from. 

There has been considerable improvement in the way business is conducted over the past few years. 

The success of any venture depends on a host of variables. 

The money should not be spent on weapons but on education, the infrastructure, etc. 

Our attitude to work needs to change; otherwise, more jobs will be lost. 

While this may be an advantage to some, a considerable number of people will see little benefit 

from it. 

9. No country should interfere with/in the affairs of another nation. 

10. Few people believe that the legalisation of soft drugs is an improvement on the current situation. 

li. People's views on the subject are difficult to gauge. 

12. Some people argue that there is no point in the government putting more money into public services 
unless efficiency is increased. 

13. Although I object to some aspects of this argument, my views on this matter generally do not differ 
from the writer's. 

14. Many qualified teachers are still lacking in basic skills and training. 

15. H is well known that teenagers have enormous influence over each other. 

16. There is a serious lack of qualified teachers in this field. 

17. This is, however, dependent on certain criteria being fulfilled. 

18. People in general do not think carefully enough about the consequences of their actions. 

19. Some people, by contrast, are struggling daily to find basic needs in order to survive. 

20. llargely agree with you on the above matter. 

21. The government has succeeded in alienating the electorate very quickly. 

22. The city council needs to think about this matter more carefully before it proceeds with the 
pedestrianisation of the centre. 

23. The key to this problem is not as obvious as it first appears. 
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Exercise 15 


The corrections are in brackets [ ] and in bold. 


1. 


2. 
3 


15. 


During October, visitor[ ] numbers fell off their [Sleptember [peak], [dropping] over 40,000 visitors 
by the end of the year. [Note the secoffd verb in the —ing form.] 

The data show{ ] that the trend was [obviously] upwards. [Note that the word data is plural!] 

Picking up [in] 1999, [nambers] leapt considerably. [Note the two verbs have the same subject. If the 
-ing form of the verb is first, the subject relating to both goes with the main verb.] 

The improvement in [the] year 2001 was marked by {sales surging or a sales surge] to 5 million[ ] 
euros. 

[The] number of people [visiting] the museum [rose] [approximately] 30,000 a month [throughout] 
the year 2000. 

The rise [in visitor numbers] in July was gradual. 

In 2001, 20 million[ ] copies of the book were sold. 

The steady increase in attendances from 30,000 to around 45,000 in the first four month[s] [was] followed 
by a sharper rise in May. 

In the year 1990, sales shot [up] significantly. 


. The map shows] the changes [that] took place in the area [spanning] a [period] of 25 years. 

. The airport [was] considerably enlarged by the [purchase] of two [areas] of land. 

. In 1986, an [extension] was buil[t] to the house. 

- [The table shows] the [percentage] of women in [government] posts in [the] years 1960 to 2000. 

. [T]he trend was fairly [erratic], with a 2% drop to 13% in 1965, ] followed by a [rise] of 196 five 


year[s] [later]. [Note the word was is not needed here. The second verb is а past participle.] 
By contrast, sales increased to 13%, [doubling] to 26 per cent by 1975. 


Exercise 16 


The corrections are in brackets [ ] and in bold. 


1. 
2. 
3. 


The bar chart show{s] the [projected/estimated/anticipated etc] profits in thousands of dollars. 
Growth [is] expected to slow [until] 2004, after which it [is] estimated that [it] will even [out.] 

By contrast, it is forecasted that the sales of computer games will [outstrip] music CDs in the [near or 
put no adjective] future. [Note you can write forecasted or forecast.] 

DIY sales will rise [fitfully], [increasing/climbing etc to avoid repetition] at [the] rate of 10 percent 
per month. 2 

Sales are projected to [stay/remain] steady for the {remaining/next] three years. [Choose one or the 
other to avoid repetition]. 

Wyers Ltd is expected to make a [less] of 2 million euro[s] in [its] first year of trading[.] 

According to the chart, from 2007 until 2009 inclusive, the town [is] expected to experience negative 
population growth. 

The population will fall [ ] gradually over the next five years from 2010 to 2015. 

The [number of people] will grow [ ] [by] 20%. 


. As far as hotel [occupancy] rates [are concerned], it is expected that over the period the y will [exceed] 


all expectations. 


. Falling [initially] by 10% in the last quarter of the year, growth in sales will pick [up] next year. 
. Thereafter, however, the [population] growth in London [is] anticipated to be much slower. 
. After that sales went up and down wildly, first doubling to 400 units, and subsequently falling again to 


the [March] level. [These] fluctuations [were] followed by [relative] stability. 


. From this level, the number of motorcycles sold [jumped] dramatically, [hitting] a peak of just under 


100. 


- This was followed by a sharp drop of about 80 % in the number of [videos purchased]. 
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Exercise 17 
The verbs which are in bold, are in the correct place below. 


Some people believe that using comics to encourage children to read more is not a good way to tackle the 
problem of illiteracy. They think that the pictures discourage readers from thinking for themselves and so 
using comics is another step in the dumbing down of the educational process. However, nothing could be 
further from the truth. Anything, comics included, which induces children, or indeed adults, to read should 
be encouraged. For my own part, I was introduced to some of the classic tales through picture books 
telling stories as indeed were many of my friends. Take the example of films based on books. When such 
films are released the sales of the books invariably soar. The same applies to books made into TV series. 
With comics, it is really no different. They are just one step away from reading a book. ... 


Exercise 18 


1. Sport has a wide range of benefits. 2. First, at an international level, it encourages people from different 
‘cultures to come into contact with each other, 3, which then helps to break down barriers between different 
countries, 4. and furthers international cooperation. 5. Take [for example,/for instance] amateur sports 
meetings between schools and universities in different parts of the world [, for example/,for instance]. 6. 
Many countries arrange contacts like this/of this kind 7. so that people at different levels in their respective 
societies develop closer bonds, 8. such as/like cultural exchanges or trade links. 9. This is obviously of 
mutual benefit to all concerned. 


10. While some people are reluctant to take up any kind of sporting activity, 11. there is overwhelming 
evidence that playing sport can have a very positive effect on health. 12. Physical/All physical activity 
improves coordination and, at the same time/also increases well-being, 13. as it [Or in fact, it] helps fight 
against disease, 14. thus enhancing the quality of people's lives. 


Notes 

2. The word football is too specific here. You need a word that simply refers back to the word Sport. 

3. The word which cannot begin a sentence like this. Note the change in punctuation after the word other. 
4. Both parts of the sentence are equal. There is no contrast. ` 

5. Note that this part of the text is an example. It cannot stand as it is without a verb. You can add the word 


take on its own or you can add the adverbs as shown in bold, 

You need some kind of connection between this sentence and the previous c one. Can you think of any 
others? 

7. Note that the text in 7 is a purpose, not a reason. Note that there is no comma after the word kind. 

8. These are examples, not a finite list. 
9 
1 


E 


. The word ft is confusing here. What can it refer to? 
0. And 11. Note that While is a conjunction, which means that the texts in 10 and 11 form one sentence 
without the word however. This is a common mistake. 
12. The word Activity on its own is too general. You need to relate the sentence to the context, somehow. On 
the other hand is obviously not suitable, as there is no contrast. 
13. This part of the text can be a reason. If you look at the original text in Section 2 Exercise 12 you will see 
it is presented as an explanation. Both are acceptable. 
14. This is a result. 
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Exercise 19 


The text with the punctuation in the correct place is as follows: . 


Admittedly, employers do have the right to make sure that the people who work for them are not using their 
work time for their own purposes. Whilst it is impossible to deny the truth of this opinion, I personally feel 
that the invasion of an individual’s privacy, by allowing employers to check on employees’ e-mails and 
electronic work, is unacceptable. Employers can now track every piece of work done. For example, they can 
check everything workers do on their computers: what work they have done; what games they have played; 
what they have looked at on the internet. They can also check whether the e-mails are related to their work 
or whether they are private. Surely, all of this amounts to an invasion of the individual’s privacy. 


Exercise 20 


І. There are, however, several reasons why the situation needs to be dealt with as a soon as possible. 

2. Many people evidently agree with this point of view/ these points of view. 

3. These new toys, which come on the market at regular intervals, put enormous pressure on parents with 
young children. 

4. Few are able to understand the complexity of this concept, but it does not mean that it should be ignored. 

5. Beautiful surroundings are important for people's sense of well-being. 

6. The computer, whether in the field of work or in the home, is the source of as much good as it is of 
harm. 

7. Being in beautiful Surroundings is important for one's sense of well-being. 

8. Self-awareness does not as a rule come easily to everyone. 

9. As far as safety and comfort on public transport are concerned, there is surely no room for equivocation 
on the part of the powers that be. 

10. More attention than necessary has been devoted to this issue already. 

П. In recent years, people have been more willing to accept greater stress at work than previously. 

12. The future of the car industry is certainly secure, because people will always want to travel by private 
transport rather than a public system which is at the mercy of lack of funding and poor management. 

13. At first glance, it would appear that all the available avenues have been exhausted, but there is a raft of 
measures that can be implemented. - 

14. The growth of e-mail and the increasing flexibility of employers mean many people are turning to tele- 
working. ` ' 

15. More than one in four of the workforce now works from home. 

16. About two thirds of the workforce in this field are women. . 

17. We must ask ourselves whether it is acceptable for money to be poured into the arts when so many 
people are living below the poverty line. 

18. European painters such as Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Van Gogh etc are often more widely known 
than more contemporary artists. 

19. The use of mobile phones is spreading rapidly among young people. 

20. Politicians need to put greater effort into sorting out the mess in the education world. 

21. Another problem here is the cost to the poor, once the measure has been introduced. 

22. Information like advice depends largely on the experience of those that one obtains it from. 

23. The government are now ina quandary over this situation. [Note in British English government can be 
singular or plural.] 

24. There is little to choose between the two answers. 
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| "The possible band Scores are : e 
“band 5. All of the texts with the xception of the Band 5 are free of mistakets. 
Obviously, if any of the texts com ained mistakes, this ould affect the Score, oo. 


Test 1 Task 1 Version 1 


The bar chart shows the results of a survey of young professionals aged 20-30, who were asked to state 
which factors they thought gave them an incentive to succeed, 


The factors divide into three main groups. These are personal (both positive and negative) and external, and 
the personal group is the larger. In the first group, Personal satisfaction and Ambition are mentioned by 80% 
of the people who were asked and 50% of people give Desire for material things and 45% give Money. Of 
the more negative personal things, Rivalry is mentioned by 5046 of the people in the sample as a factor that 
motivates them to succeed. Other factors that are in this second sub-group аге Feeling inadequate, Envy/ 
Jealousy and Fear of failure, which are given as 34%, 30% and 25%. 


Turning now to the external f. actors, the highest amouut goes to Family pressure, which is stated by 70% of 
the poll sample, followed by Pressure from society at 60% and Peer pressure at 45%, 


It is clear that success among young prefessionals depends mainly on self-motivating factors. 
Word Count: 179 words 
Possible Band: 7 


Test 1 Task 1 Version 2 


The bar chart shows the results of à Survey of young professionals aged 20-30, who were asked to state 
which factors they thought gave them an incentive to succeed. 


The factors divide into three main groups, namely: personal (both positive and negative) and external, with 
the former being the larger of the two. In the first group, Personal satisfaction and Ambition are mentioned 
by 8076 of those Surveyed with Desire for material things and Money being given by 5095 and 45%, 
respectively. Of the more negative personal factors, Rivalry is cited by 50% of respondents as being a factor 
motivating them to succeed. Other factors that make up this latter sub-group are Feeling inadequate, Emg/ 
Jealousy and F. ear of failure at 34%, 30% and 25% respectively. 


Among the external factors, the highest rating goes to Family pressure, which is quoted by 70% of the poll 
sample, followed by Pressure from society at 60% and Peer pressure at 45%. 


It is clear that sú 


"SS among young prefessionals depends mainly on self-motivating factors, 
Word Count: 170 words 


Possible Band: 8 
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Test 1 Task 2 Version 1 


The so-called *brain drain' from poor to rich countries is now robbing poorer countries of essential workers 
like doctors, nurses, engineers, and the trend will continue, if not to get worse. 


Some people say this movement of people around the world is not new. People have always been attracted 
by the wider choice of employment and greater opportunity in big cities in their own countries and abroad. 
As the technological age advances, richer countries do not have enough workers to keep up with the 
development. So they turn to other paris of the world to find the workers they need. Many richer European 
countries, for example, are now trying to attract skilled IT workers from my home country India by offering 
higher salaries than they could get at home. With globalisation, many people feel that the process cannot be 
stopped. 


Others like myself think that measures should be taken to improve the situation. For example, rich countries 
could compensate poorer countries for the loss of investment in the people they have trained, like doctors, 
nurses, teachers and dentists. However, this may be difficult to organise, but an attempt could be made to get 
it started. Another step, which has already begun to happen, is to use the forces of globalisation itself. 
Western countries could encourage people to stay in their own countries by direct investment in projects like 
computer factories. Or they could send more patients abroad for treatment, as is already happening. 


It is obviously difficult to stop the movement around the world and it is probably foolish to try to stop it, but 
attempts should be made to improve the situation. 


Word Count: 273 words 
Possible Band: 7 


"Test 1 Task 2 Version 2 


The so-called ‘brain drain’ from poor to rich countries is now robbing poorer countries of essential personnel 
like doctors, nurses, engineers, and the trend is set to continue, if not to get worse. 


Some people say this movement of people around the world is not a new phenomenon. Migrant workers 
have always been attracted by the wider choice of employment and greater opportunity in major cities in 
their own countries and abroad. Recently, as the technological age has advanced and as richer countries find 
themselves with not enough workers to feed their development, they have had to turn to other parts of the 
world to find the necessary manpower. Many richer European countries, for example are now trying to 
attract skilled IT workers from my home country India by offering higher salaries than they could hope to 
earn at home. With the globalisation of the world economy, many people fee! that the process cannot be 
stopped. 


Others, myself included, are of the opinion that measures should be taken to address the problem, by 
compensating poorer countries financially for the loss of investment in the people they have trained, like 
doctors and nurses. Admittedly, this may be cumbersome to administer, but an attempt could be made to get 
it off the ground. Another step, which in part has already begun to happen, is to use the forces of globalisation 
itself. Western countries could encourage peopie to stay in their own countries by direct investment in 
projects like computer factories or by sending patients abroad for treatment, as is already happening. 


It is obviously difficult to restrict the movement of f people 2 around the world and it is probably feolish to пу 
to stop it, but attempts should be made to redress the imbalance. 


Word Count: 291 words 
Possible Band: 9 
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Test 2 Task 1 Version 1 


The chart shows the results of a survey of theatre-goers about what annoys them most during a theatre 
performance. 


As сап be seen from the diagram, there are two main groups of irritants: those which are related to.noise and 
non-noise irritants, and of the two the second is the larger. Rustling sweet papers is the most irritating action 
for 90% of those in the sample, and Coughing is the next at 75%. Whispering comes next at 60% and | 
Sneezing at 45%. In this group, Snoring is mentioned as annoying to 30% of those in the sample. Mobile 
phones annoy 50% of the people and Bleeps 40%. 


As for non-noise irritants, Arriving late at 70% is the main one. The next highest in this category is Tall 
people who disturb 30% of those in the sample and Big hairdos next at 23%. Flash photography disturbs 
25% of theatre-goers, but the lowest in this group is Armrest hogging at 20%. 


Word count: 159 


Possible Band: 7 


Test 2 Task 1 Version 2 | 


The chart shows the results of a survey of theatre-goers as to what annoys them most during a theatre 
performance. 


As we can see from the diagram, there is a number of irritants for theatre-goers. Rustling sweet papers is the 
most irritating action for 9096 of the people who were part of the survey of theatre-goers and Coughing is the 
next highest at 75%. Whispering comes next at 60% and then Sneezing at 45%. Of this group, Snoring is 
annoying to 30% of the theatre-goers. Mobile phones annoy 50% of people and Bleeps annoy 40%. These 
are all about noise. 


There are also some irritants in the survey of theatre-goers that are not about noise. Arriving late at 70% is 
the main one. The next highest in this group is Tall people who disturb 30% of the theatre-goers and Big 
hairdos is next at 23%. Flash photography irritates 25% of people, but the lowest in this group is Armrest 
hogging at 2096.: I 


Word count: 162 


Possible Band: 6 


Test 2 Task 2 


The criticism that alternative energy sources such as wind power etc, cause as much environmental damage 
as fossil fuel has some justification Some people, for example, are strongly against the use of wind power. 
Indeed, the large wind farms in some European countries have come in for strong criticism and not just from 
environmentalists. They are very ugly, even if they are in the sea far away from the coast. Burning household 
waste for fuel also causes problems, because of the harmful fumes that are the by-product of the process. So 
while the amount of waste put into landfill sites is reduced thus preserving the environment, the air is being ! 
polluted instead! However, in my opinion, such sources need to be encouraged as a means of replacing fossil 
fuel as they have considerable advantages. 
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First of all, as the technology for using alternative sources of energy is becoming more and more sophisticated, 
any harmful by-product will be minimised. Moreover, the cost of producing the necessary equipment will 
decline. Take solar energy, for example. In the past, the panels that were needed to utilise energy from the 
sun were huge and not very environmentally friendly. Now, however, the same panels aré small enough not 
to be noticed or are made to look like say roof tiles or normal parts of vehicles. The same will apply to wind 
farms as the giant turbines become smaller and less obvious. 


Energy from water also. comes in for a lot of criticism. This has come about from the many high profile dam 
projects around the world where huge areas have been destroyed both for people and local flora and fauna. 
However, it is a safer alternative to nuclear energy and a price that has to be paid. 


Whilst any form of energy that we séek to utilise is going to cause some damage, I feel that wind, sun and 
water have to be harnessed for the good of the environment. 


Word count: 325 
Possible Band: 8 


Test 3 Task 1 Version 1 


The chart shows the value in dollars of three companies selling farming equipment every five years from 
1960 until 2000 and their projected value up to 2012. 


Greenacres Ltd increased its value by more than double between 1960 and the year 1990. The value rose 
from 2 million dollars to over 4 million dollars. The value dropped by about 25% by 1995 and then by 
another million by the year 2000. Then it was valued at 2 million dollars. The trend for Carsons Limited was 
steady and upwards with fluctuations and it doubled its value from 500,000 dollars to one million dollars by 
2000. Farm Implements Ltd, existed for the first time in 1980. However, by the year 2000, its value was 
about 2 million dollars, which was up from its value of 1 million dollars in 1980. Farm Implements Ltd, will 
increase in value gradually until 2012. 


Greenacres Ltd and Carsons Ltd will both increase in value until 2012 and Greenacres Ltd will recover to 
the peak of just above 4 million dollars in 1990. And Carsons Ltd is expected to continue its increase to a 
value of 1.5 million dollars by 2012. 


Word count: 194 
Possible Band: 6 


Test 3 Task 1 Version 2 


The chart shows the value in dollars of three companies selling farming equipment every five years from 
1960 until 2000 and their projected value up to 2012. 


Whilst Greenacres Ltd more than doubled in value between 1960 and the year 1990, rising from 2 million 
dollars to just over 4 million, the value dropped by approximately 25% by 1995 and then by another third by 
the year 2000, when it was valued at 2 million dollars. In contrast, the trend for Carsons Limited was steadily 
upwards with some fluctuations and a doubling in value from 500,000 dollars to one million by the year 
2000. The third company, Farm Implements Ltd, was not set up until 1980. However, by the year 2000, its 
value stood at approximately 2 million dollars, doubling from its 1980 value of 1 million. Farm Implements 
Ltd, is expected to increase in value gradually until 2012. 


i 
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Until 2012, Greenacres Ltd and Carsons Ltd are both expected to increase in value with the former recovering 
to match the peak of just above 4 million dollars last seen in 1990. Similarly, Carsons Ltd is set to continue 
its steady increase reaching a value of 1.5 million dollars by 2012. 


Word count: 200 


Possible Band: 8 


Test 3 Fask 2 


The debate about how to assess students at university has been raging as long as such institutions have 
existed. In one group are those who believe that the only sure way to test the ability to study or achievement 
is through formal examinations. 


The increased use of the internet has shown the difficulty that teachers have in assessing their students’ 
course work. Students can download vast amounts of material from the web. In fact, it is impossible for a 
teacher to know whether the student did, in fact, do the work himself. The student may have done part of the 
work for a project, but it is difficult for the tutor to assess the student properly. The problem then is that if the 
teacher ignores the possibility that the student stole the ideas from somewhere else, a body of workers will 
be produced who are not really up to the job. 


In the other group, are those who feel that formal written exams are wrong and that assessment should be 
continuous throughout a course. There are students who do not perform well under pressure in exams. They 
may know the information that they are asked to write about very well, but may not be able to perform. So 
it would be wrong to destroy someone's career just because of this. Furthermore, the numbers here are not 
insignificant, so the effect on the job market would be high. 


The answer, I feel, lies somewhere in the middle. A university degree should be based on a combination of 
both forms of assessment. The proportion of marks given to each type of assessment could depend on the 
nature of the course. For example, a particular course, say an MA, may be more research based work, which 
would be better assessed by course work like essays etc. In this case however, it is still wise to have an 
examination like an oral or a viva where the student is examined in detail about the content of what they 
have written, 


Word count: 336 words 


Possible Band: 7 


Test 4 Task 1 


The table shows the percentage of pupils who secured places at higher educational establishments from 
1995 to 1996 inclusive. 


Of the five schools, Harble Secondary made the most significant improvement, with the percentage of 
higher education entrants increasing from 30 to 80 students by the end of the period. Greystone High, on the 
other hand, which sent three times the number of entrants on to higher education as Harble Secondary in 
1991, experienced a significant drop in percentage terms to 40 in 2001. 


The other three secondary schools followed similar patterns with numbers from Fairfield Girls on the rise 
from 65 to 79 and Royston Academy climbing from 50 to 60 places secured. 
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Crackend Boys was the only school where the number of entrants to higher education remained approximately, 
at the same level throughout the period, ending up just two percent in 1995. =» 
Generally speaking, four out of the five secondary schools increased the number of pupils they sent on to 
higher education over the period. 


Word count: 166 words 


Possible Band: 7 [Note that the data in the description is factually incorrect. If the data were corrected, it 
would be a possible Band 9. Does the table give numbers or percentages?] 


Test 4 Task 2 


Travelling like everything has two sides. For some people, it only serves to confirm their prejudices, whereas 
for others it acts as a means of education and broadens the mind. 


First of all, visiting other countries abroad can help people of all ages leam languages, so that they broaden 
their experiences. For example, learning a language in the country in which it is spoken is very different 
from studying it in one's home country. For myself, coming to this country has enabled me to improve my 
English and meet new friends. Similarly, while moving around a country, travellers can learn about the 
geography and local culture rather than relying on books or other media as sources of information. For my 
own part, having first hand knowledge of the United Kingdom has been invaluable. Í understand the culture 
more and can make decisions for myself rather than have them made for me by other people. 


Unfortunately, there is a downside to travelling. People frequently feel nervous when they travel, either 
through excitement or through anxiety about what is to come. In such circumstances people tend to be more 
critical of the treatment they receive. How often has one heard: where I come from it isn’t done like this or 
we do it this way? It is hardly surprising that this happens when the same thing occurs with people visiting 
others in different parts of their own country. Think what happens when people get married! 


Travelling will continue to enrich the minds of some, but, unfortunately, it will confirm the prejudices of 
others. This is human nature. 


Word count: 265 words 


Possible Band: 7 


Test 5 Task 1 


The diagram shows the results of a survey carried out on a sample of 1,000 people on the different sources 
of noise, which are a nuisance. i 


The information may be divided into four categories according to their degree of annoyance. There is nothing 
in the Not annoying category. Four sources of noise fall within the largest category, Extremely annoying. Of 
. these, the noise source which people found the most irritating was Barking dogs, followed closely by DIY 
and then Mobile phones. The least annoying cause of noise in this group was Music. 


Moving on to the second category, Very annoying, it contains two items: Radios and Aeroplanes with the 


first causing more of a disturbance than the second. 
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In the third category, Annoying, it can be seen that TVs cause more of a nuisance than Radios. As for Pianos; 
they were considered as only being Fairly annoying by those in the sample. 


It is clear that Barking dogs is the most annoying noise source. 
Word Count: 164 


Possible Band: 7 


Test 5 Task 2 


Throughout the world, the populations of the major cities are increasing at a fast rate and where land for 
building is not available, there is enormous Pressure to build upwards rather than sideways, 


The main advantage of building higher buildings is that they can take the pressure off the need to build just 
outside large cities, thus preventing the spread outwards and the destruction of the countryside. In smaller 
countries, land is very expensive and so it makes sense to build upwards. In London, for example, property 
prices are rising rapidly and will continue to do so for years to come unless more homes are built. Both 
options, building in the greenbelt around the city and constructing skyscapers are controversial, but tall 
buildings are the less damaging alternative. 


Another benefit is more accommodation and workspace inside cities, as it shortens the distance that people 
have to travel to work. Stress is reduced by this and people feel healthier. Moreover, as it is possible to 
provide more accommodation in a smaller ground space by building upwards, the cost of living is cheaper. 


However, some people are against the idea of building skyscapers to solve the lack of space problem. High 
blocks of flats in the past have been the source of a lot of social ills. People feel cut off from the environment 
and feel better if they have a garden, however small. People also object to tall buildings, because they feel 
trapped in them and they worry about escaping if Something goes wrong. Although I understand the 
reservations that people have, I feel that it is better to preserve the countryside and build upwards rather than 
sideways. 


Word Count: 277 
Possible Band: 7 


Test 5 Task 2 Version 2 


Nowadays the populations of the major cities are growing fast. Where there is no land for building, there is 
big pressure to \build up and not sideways. 


The first benefit of building higher buildings is that they reduce the need to build outside big cities. This 
stops the spread outwards and stops the destruction of the countryside. In smaller countries, land is very 
expensive. It makes sense to build upwards. In London, for example, property prices are rising rapidly and 
will continue. More homes need to be built. Building in the greenbelt around the city and building high 
buildings is controversial, but the tall buildings are less damaging. 


Another benefit is more accommodation and workspace inside cities. It shortens the distance that. people. 
have to travel to work. Stress is reduced by this and people feel healthier. Moreover, it is possible to provide 
more accommodation in a smaller ground space with tall buildings and so the cost of living is cheaper. 
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But some people are against building skyscapers to solve the lack of space problem. High blocks of flats in 
the past were the source of a lot of social problems. People feel separate from the environment and feel 
better if they have a garden, even if it is small. People also do not like tall buildings, because they feel 
trapped in them. They also worry about escaping if something goes wrong. I understand why people do not 
like tall buildings, but I feel that it is better to keep the countryside and build upwards. 


Word Count: 255 


Possible Band: 6 


Test 6 Task 1 Version 1 


The maps show the changes in the size and in the value of the land per hectare of West Farm over a period of 
90 years from 1900 to 1990. 


In 1900, the area covered by West Farm was 5,000 hectares and the value of one hectare was one dollar. By 
the year 1925, while the size of the farm was 850 hectares, the value of the land had leapt to 20 dollars a 
hectare, which gave a total of 17,000 dollars. Fifteen years later, however, the farm had increased in size to 
1,700 hectares, but the value of a hectare had only increased by 25% to 25 dollars. The property was, 
nevertheless valued at 42,500 dollars. 


In 1970, while West Farm with only 500 hectares was much smaller than it had been in the previous 70 
years, the value of the property was higher than ever before at 50,000 dollars. 


The size of West Farm had jumped to 3,500 hectares by 1990 with the value per hectare climbing by 25% to 
125 dollars, totalling 437,500 dollars. 


It is clear that the value of West Farm increased significantly over the period. 
Word Count: 191 words. 


Possible Band: 7 


Test 6 Task 2 


Nowadays woods and forests in all countries in the world are losing trees as more land is needed for building 
and farming and more wood is needed for the construction industry, for fuel and for paper. However, we 
need trees and plants to provide us with the oxygen we breathe. So the destruction of trees is a threat to our 
survival. 


The matter is not just in the hands of governments and big companies. The solution to the problem is one of 
partnership between governments and big companies and ordinary individuals. Take newspapers, for example. 
Newspapers are made from paper which comes from wood pulp. However, there is little need for them to be 
made totally from wood pulp. In fact, in many cases, papers are now made from over 60% recycled paper. 
This has come about through pressure from the government to encourage recycling and from the 
environmentalists made up of individuals. Stricter controls could be placed on companies to ensure that the 
remaining 40 percent comes from more recycled paper and from forests that are renewed. However, the final 
responsibility here is on individuals to put pressure on the governments and big companies and in the end to 
collect paper for recycling. 
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A very simple measure is for individuals, groups like schools and companies to sponsor the planting of new 
trees. When a lot of people come together in this way, it can be very effective. Trees could be planted in 
schools and children could be taught to look after and care for them By appreciating the value of trees, 
' young people will learn to respect them more and, therefore, not want to destroy them. 


It is, therefore, clear that individuals have as much a part to play as larger organisations in preserving 
woodlands and forests. 


Word Count: 298 
Possible Band: 7 


Test 9 Task 1 


The graph illustrates the actual and estimated visitors to a new art gallery between 1990 and 2001 and the pie 
charts give their satisfaction rating of the gallery in two years 1990 and 2001. 


It was estimated that visitor numbers would be just under 500,000 in the first year rising gradually to double 
that number by the end of the period. While there were some fluctuations in the actual number of people 
visiting the gallery, attendances more than doubled from 1.5 million to just under 3.5 million in 2001. 


Visitor numbers were influenced by three events during the period. In 1991, the director of the gallery was 
sacked with numbers dropping from approximately 2.25 million in 1991 to under 2 million the following 
year. By 1994 numbers had dropped to their 1990 level, when they started to rise. In 1995, when a new shop 
opened, numbers had gone up to almost 2.5 million. By the time the new director was appointed in 1995, 
numbers had reached 3 million. After that they slipped back, but then rose again. 


The pie charts show that the Satisfaction rating for the gallery increased from 30% to 70% between 1990 
and 2001. 


It is clear from the graph that the actual number of people who visited the gallery exceeded expectations by 
a wide margin. 

Word Count: 219 

Possible Band: 7 


Test 10 Task 1 Version 1. 
The graph shows the satisfaction rating of the staff in four colleges from 199] to 2002 


Of the four institutions only one, College C, improved its rating significantly over the period from just 
below 29%, the lowest rating, in 1991 to 80%, the highest rating, in 2002. Between 1991 and 1995, the 
rating for College C hovered below the 30% level, falling to a low of just over 10% in 1998. In 1999, the 
rating rocketed to just under 70%, rising gradually thereafter to finish the period at 80%. 


The satisfaction trend for College B over the period fluctuated, but was still upward, climbing from just over 
50% in 1991 to 70% in 2002. College A, by contrast, showed a gradual decline over the period from a 60% 
satisfaction rating in 1991 to 40% in 2002. Similarly, the fourth institution, College D’s rating after hovering 
around the 40% level until 1997, declined gradually to 20% by 2002. 


Word Count: 156. 
Possible Band: 7 
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“Test 10 Task 1 Version 2 


The graph shows the satisfaction rating of the staff in four colleges, College A, College B, College C and 
College D from 1991 to 2002. 


Only one college, College C, increased its rating over the period from about 29%, which was the lowest 
rating in 1991 to 8076, which was the highest rating, in 2002. Between 1991 and 1995, the rating for College 
C stayed below 30% and fell to a low of just 10% in 1998. In 1999, the rating of College C rose to just under 
70%, and it rose gradually to 8096 in 2002. 


The satisfaction rating for College B over the period went up and down. It was still upward. It climbed from 
just over 50% in 1991 to 70% in 2002. College A went down gradually over the period from 60% in 1991 to 
“40% in 2002. The fourth institution, College D, stayed around 40% until 1997, and then it went down 
gradually to 2076 by 2002. 

Word Count: 162. 


Possible Band: 6 


Test 10 Task 1 Version 3 


The graph show the satisfaction rating of the staff in four colleges, College A, College B, College C and 
College D from 1991 to 2002. 


One college, College C, increased rating over period from about 2996, which was lowest rating in 1991 to 

80%, which was highest rating, in 2002. Between 1991 to 1995, rating for College C stay below 30% and 
q fell to low of just 10 in 1998. In 1999, the rating of College C rised to just under 70%, and it rised gradualy 
to 80% in 2002. А 


Satisfaction rating for College В over the period go up and down. It was still upward. It climb from just over 
50% in 1991 to 70% in 2002. College A fell down graduaily from 60% at 1991 to 40% at 2002. The fourth 
college, College D, stay around 40% until 1997, and then it go down gradually to 20% by 2002. 

Word Count: 151. 


Possible Band: 5 


Note that this version contains mistakes. Can you find them? 


It is better for you to use these sample answers as standards against which to measure your own writing. It is 
pointless learning them by heart and then trying to fit parts of them into answers in the exam. 
bs 
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